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Alaine Pakkala

THE INSTRUMENTAL

MUSIC OF THE
FINNISH-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY IN THE
GREAT LAKES
REGION, 1880-1930

The Finnish-American community was an
environment saturated with musical ex-
periences. The instrumental music of the
Finnish-Americans, developed within the
context of the immigrant community, was
a reflection of the immigrants’ past ex-
periences and present circumstances. He had
arrived in this country with a deep-seated
nationalism, a strong folk music tradition
and a sensing of the central place which
music held in his life. The vital folk music
culture which was the musical heritage of
the Finnish immigrants became the center of
the immigrants’ leisure activities.

The cuftural isolation and a certain social
instability which characterized the. immi-
grant communities kindled the "associative
spirit” among the immigrants and led to the
formation of a number of formal and in-
formal associations and activities, based on
one’s religious or political views. The Finnish-
American community was thus polarized
into two groups, the ""Church people” and
the ""Hall people”. For the Church people,
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the Finnish Lutheran Church in America
and its related organizations formed the
center of social life. The Hall people, indivi-
duals who were either not affiliated with
any church and who were of a socialistic
leaning, or individuals who in addition to
minimal involvement with the Church, also
attended non-church activities within the
community. For these people, the focal
point for cultural life was their meeting
place or hall. Thus began the phenomena
which Puotinen calls '‘the elusive guest for
ethnic solidarity.”?

Forces from within these two distinct
groups were organized formally and infor-
mally into such associations as the temperan-
ce society, the Finnish socialist movement,
selective ethnic organizations such as the
Knights and Ladies of Kaleva, community
halts, educational institutions, publishing
houses and musical societies. These groups
with their respective instrumental ensembles
and their efforts to encourage the develop-
ment of instrumental music among the Finn-



ish immigrants, provided the structured as
well as the more informal music education
within the Finnish-American community.

The attitudes toward music held by the
leaders of each of these two groups, had a
direct effect on the musical experiences of
each segment of Finnish-American society.
The music of the Church people was further
defined by which specific branch of the
Finnish Lutheran Church one was associated
with. Of the three branches of the Finnish
Lutheran Church in America, (the Laesta-
dian, the Evangelical Lutheran National
Church and the Suomi Synod), the Laes-
tadian or Apostolic Church held the most
radical belief, viewing all entertainment and
social events as sin. Instrumental music was
forbidden in the church services. Dancing
was strictly forbidden as well as listening to
music on the radio and participation in any
community events not originating from the
Apostolic community.

The Evangelical Lutheran National Church
took a more lenient position, allowing
instrumental accompaniment in their church-
es. The type of music which was denounced
by this group was any kind that “had a
beat’! They also discouraged the playing
of such folk instruments as the popular
accordion, which was considered “‘the devil’s
lungs”’.

The position taken by the Suomi Synod
Lutherans was very similar to that of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Once again the
playing of certain folk instruments such as
the accordion was forbidden. Dance music
was condemned as a snare Of the devil to
entice people away from the path of right-
eousness. This belief was substantiated by
the fact that the “‘godless’’ socialists liked
to dance.3

The effect that the Church’s views about
music had on the musical experiences of the
Church people can be seen in a recent survey
of second-generation Finnish-Americans who
lived as children in the Great Lakes region.
Of those surveyed, roughly three-fourths
(70 %) indicated that their families had
been involved in the Finnish Lutheran Church

in America during the years in question
(1880-1930). Of this 70 %, 32 % were of the
Apostolic faith, 50 % were from the Suomi
Synod, and only 4 % were part of the Natio-
nal Lutheran Church. Of those within the "
Apostolic group, nearly three-fourths (74 %)
never participated in the local Finnish dances
and over half (56 %) had no musical involve-
ment in either the playing of instruments or
attending community activities that included
some form of instrumental music. Only one-
fourth (26 %) of the Apostolics surveyed
indicated that they had ever attended an
instrumental concert, or music festival.

The Hall people, both the socialists and
non-socialists, came with the same musical
baggage as the Church people. However, the
suspicion in the minds of the religious
leaders which limited the musical experiences
of the Church peopie was not a factor in the
Hall peoples’ attitude toward music. The
Finnish socialists saw music as a friend, not
as a foe as did some of the Church leaders.
Music became an “ideological tool”"# which
was used to further the cause of socialism.
Because of the general attitude concerning
music held by the socialist and non-socialist
Hall people, these Finnish-Americans were
more involved in the musical life of the
community than were the Church people.
This fact is shown in the afore mentioned
survey of second generation Finnish-Ameri-
cans. Of those surveyed, over one-fourth
(29 %) indicated that they had no religious
affiliation and that they attended communi-
ty events associated with the local halls
(both socialist and non-socialist halls) or
that they had a religious affiliation but also
attended the events at the community halls.
Of these, 84 % participated in the local
Finnish dances, sponsored in large part by
the socialists. Almost half of this percentage
attended dances on a weekly basis. This
compares to a figure of only 27 % of the
Church people who attended any of the
dances in their communities. Only 19 % of
the Hall people had had no involvement in
the musical experiences of the community,
whether as a player or as an audience,



>)*E

Eeeait /4ngggzb 21}

An example of popular Finnish dance music played by Flnmsh-American community bands; this schottische
was taken from the Cornett in B Band Folio.

compared to 30 % of the Church people
surveyed.

The attitude regarding music which was
held by each of these two major segments of
the Finnish-American population - the Church
people and the Hall people - is reflected in
the musical experiences provided by and for
their respective memberships. The instru-
mental music within the Church itself was
very limited. Within the two radical Lutheran
groups, this music consisted of piano or organ
accompaniment of congregational singing.
This was in addition to the other musical
activities of the church - vocal ensembles
such as mixed choirs, children’s choirs, and
ladies’ or girls’ choirs. The only instrumental
ensembles ever mentioned in the church
histories, from around the turn of the century,
are the mandolin or guitar choirs. These
groups, made up mainly of children, were
established ""to bring the young people, to
take part in various religious and social
activities provided by the church. The

mandolins and guitars provided a chordal
accompaniment as the instrumentalists and
additional vocalists sang gospel songs of a
lighter vein than the usual somber church
hymns. One of the Lutheran pastors who
consistently had a mandolin choir in the
churches which he pastored was the Reverand
Hugo Hillila of the Suomi Synod. Sometimes
his ensemblie was guite large as was for
example, the mandolinguitar choir he
established at his church in Ispheming,
Michigan. This ensemble totaled eighty
members, including additional singers.6

Although the participation in instrumental
music within the church proper was limited,
there were organizations which grew up out
of the church community, or were church
supported, which did provide fertile soil for
the development of instrumental music
among the Finnish-Americans. These were
the temperance societies, from which the
"'soittokunta’’ or brass band tradition sprang
up.



Mandolin Choir of Rev. Hugo Hiltila in Guinn Michigan, 1919. {Photo courtesy of R.E. Hillila)

These brass bands, begun in the late
1880°s were small (eight to fifteen members)
and were made up mainly of self-taught
musicians. With a few exceptions, the bands
were initially atl male ensembles. At first,
the conductor was chosen from among the
founding members, and he usuafly had had
little if any formal training. The bands hegan
to look to Finland for their conductors once
the group had been established or to other
Finnish-Americans who had had musical
training in the mifitary bands of Finland. As
the brass bands began to develop, the instru-
mantation was expanded to include wood-
winds, and later, stringed instruments. Be-
cause of the instability of a local population
due to changes in employment oppartunities,
the instrumentation of the band often chang-
ed frequently. Having taught themselves to
read music, these dock workers, miners,
and farmers looked to the band as an enter-
tainment and diversion from every-day life.
Like the temperance societies, the bands
promoted a disciplined, structured life-style
and provided an avenue for social advance-

ment and respectibility within the commu-
nity. Repertoire wusually included folk
melodies of Finland, church songs, tem-
perance society songs and some transcriptions
of classical pieces.

One of the most well-known of the
temperance bands in the Great Lakes region
was the Louhi Band established in 1900 by
members of the Voiton Lippu Temperance
Society of Monessen, in western Pennsylva-
nia. By 1917 the band membership had
grown to forty-four” and its music library
expanded until it contained 1500 composi-
tions.8 During its forty years of existence,
the Louhi Band had many conductors, afl
except one being of Finnish origin. Perhaps
the most famous of these was the well-
known Finnish-American conductor George
E. Wahlstrom. '

In 1820, the thirty-eight member Louhi
Band made a concert tour of Finland giving
thirty concerts during their three month
stay. Two concerts were performed at the
National Theatre in Helsinki and those in
attendance included the President of Fin-



land and the composer Jean Sibelius.?
Returning to the United States, this band
continued to be a vital part of the musical
life of the Finnish-American community
in Western Pennsylvania until it was dis-
banded in the 1940’s.

Another example of a temperance society
band, this one in a small town setting, is
the Pohjan Kaiku Band of Crystal Falls,
southwest of Marguette in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. There are indications that
the band was organized prior to 1900 and
was reorganized in 1906 by some of the
original members. This band follows the
pattern seen in other Finnish-American
bands of not only functioning as a per-
forance group, but being an actual organi-
zation which had a major part in the leader-
ship of the social life of the community. The
records include bi-laws, voting in of new
members, and the election of officers
(chairman, secretary, treasurer, sergeant at
arms and policeman).©

In addition to fostering the growth of

the soittokunta such as the Louhi Band and
the Pohjan Kaiku Band, the temperance
societies also contributed to the develop-
ment of instrumental music among the
Church people in another way. This was by
the sponsoring of music festivals and music
competitions. Beginning in 1888, song and
music festivals and contests were held in
connection with the annual temperance
society retreats. It was believed that adding
this feature would encouage greater attendan-
ce at the retreats and fill a need in the lives
of those immigrants who missed the music
festivals they had attended in Finland.?
At the first music contest, held in Republic,
Michigan, several choirs came but only the
local Finnish orchestra participated. (It
should be noted that the terms “orchestra”
and "band’’ seem to have been often used
interchangeably, as the instrumentation of a
given group might change often).

In the following years, the location of the
annual festival was changed in order to allow
choirs and bands from other areas to partici-

Louhi Band, Monessen, Pennsylvania, circa 1904; Amerikan Albumi, (8rooklyn: Kustantaja Suomalainen

Kansalliskirjakauppa, 1904}, p. 126.
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pate. Later festivals were held in Fairport,
QOhio (1899), Ispheming, Michigan (1903),
Ironwood, Michigan (1905) and in Monessen,
Pennsylvania (1908}. At the annual retreat
in Negaume, Michigan, 1912, no music
contests were held. Instead the prize money
was donated to the various musical ensemb-
les participating in the festival to help -pay
for traveling expenses.

Information is not available as to how
many years the temperance society-sponsor-
ed music festivals were held. However,
during the sixteen years of the 1897-1912
period, these festivals provided a unigue
encouragement for the growth of instrumen-
tal music within the religious sector of the
Finnish-American community.

In addition to this instrumental activity
among the Church people, arich instrument-
al music tradition grew up among the Hall
culture as well. Puotinen’? states that the
hall culture met several needs of the Finnish
immigrants by providing a focal point for
leisure time activites, by being an avenue
of ethnic  solidarity through friendships
with other Finns, by preserving Finnish
language and culture, and providing an
outlet for political and religious radicalism.
Music was an integral part of the attempts
to meets these needs. For the Hall people -
both socialist and non-socialist - the local
Finnish hall became the center for three
major musical experiences: community and
socialist bands, concert tours by prominent
Finnish-American soloists and local Finnish
dances.

The first workingman’s society, the {mat-
ra Society was formed in 1890 in Brooklyn,
New York. By 1912 a national body of
Finnish-American socialists had formed a
Federation which had a membership of
over 15,500.13 Although not every local
socialist club had its own band, there were
many which did develop bands as a part of
their activities. Because of the fact that
many of the socialist bands were established
in the early 1920’s, they tended to develop
into balanced ensembles more quickly than
the pioneering temperance bands of the

pre-1900 period. More of the musicians had
had previous musical training, and in general,
women were included more often than in
these earlier ensembles. The repertoire of
the socialist bands included socialist songs,
usually in a march style, Finnish foltk songs,
and more popular American band music
such as "The Little Giant Step March”.14

Like the temperance societies the socialist
clubs held regular festivals, one being the
Kesajuhla or midsummer festival. These
gatherings wusually included speeches by
labor leaders, plays and music performed by
bands and choirs. These festivals were first
organized much later than the temperance
retreats, and in the Minnesota area, for
example, the first annual Mesabi Range
Summer Festival occurred in 1929.

The same band tradition which fourished
within the temperance societies and in the
socialist clubs also became deeply ingrained
in the musical life of the non-affiliated Hall
people. A 1921 article states that there
were almost one hundred Finnish-American
bands in existence at that time.'® Being a
member of a Finnish band was also a thing
of pride and a means of social elevation. In
a rather humorous article, a former bands-
man writes:

Belonging to a band was as much a

necessity as the decoration of one’s home

with Catholic pictures of the Savior and
with merchant’s calenders . . . The
highest aspiration of a well, honorable,

patriotic young man was to become a

member of a band . . . The young ladies

. . . considered it a great honor to be es-

corted by a young man attired in a red

uniform with gold braid."®
In support of this suggestion that being a
member of a band was a honor, it may be
noted that among the few photographs
which a family might have, there was sure to
be a picture of a son or husband in a band
uniform, holding his instrument.

The first known Finnish band in the
immigrant community was the Finnish Band
in Calumet, Michigan, organized in 1886 and
directed by Henry Haapanen.' 7 “Band fever”



quickly spread and in later years was res-
ponsible for the formation of numerous
Finnish-American bands in most of the
Finnish-American communities in the Great
Lakes states.

Such bandsmen as Nikolai Miettunen,
Arthur Kitti, Kalle Luoma, R.A. Lake and
J.F. Jacobson became prominent leaders in
the Finnish-American band movement, sig-
nificantiy encouraging the growth of instru-
mental music among the Finnish immigrants.
The repertoire of these community bands
falls into three basic categories: classical
transcriptions such as ““Violin Romanza”
by Mozart and ""Potppourri from Verdi’s
opera, 'Masquerade Ball” ’’; Finnish folk
music such as "“Keséillan Walssi’’ (Summer-
night Waltz) by Merikanto, and popular
Finnish dance pieces such' as schottisches,
waltzes and polkas; and finally, standard
American band music from that era such
as Carl Fisher’s Band Journal.'8

One of the best known Finnish communi-
ty bands was the Humina Band of Ashtabula
Harbor, Ohio. This Finnish-American commu-
nity east of Cleveland was a major center of

Finnish-American life during the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth century, and
the Humina Band, organized in 1894 by John
Ronberg was one of the earliest permanent
Finnish-American bands to become active in
the musical life of the Finnish-American
community. Originally, the band was com-
posed of local Finns, many of whom worked
on the docks in the harbor, and who became
involved in the band as a form of entertain-
menf and relaxation. Many of these men
were self-taught musicians and were led for
a short time by an amateur American mu-
sician whose name has not been recorded.!®
The band later invited J.F. Jacobson to be-
come the director, a position which he held
from 1897 until 1917. This bandsman is
a good example of the calibre of leadership
which molded the musical life of the comm-
unity, and provided a musical education for
the Finnish-Americans.

The membership of the Humina Band
followed a pattern which was often repeated
in other Finnish-American musical groups;
the original band members were, mainly,
self-taught working men who had an interest

The Huming Band of Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio, in Qulu, Finland during their concert tour in 1927.



Ashtabula Shipyard Band, 1919; Teppo Jalakkainen, front, right, conducter.

in music. Gradually as the band developed
and grew, and as replacements were needed
for the older members who retired from the
band, younger, more well trained musicians
were added. Many of ihese musicians had
received excellant training from Jacobson
who was one of the first directors to organize
a program of beginning class instruction for
children from twelve to sixteen years of age.
The band also provided a nucleus of musi-
cians who often formed smaller ensembles
and performed independently at local events.
An example of a smaller ensemble made
up of some of the Humina Band members
was the Ashtabula Shipyard Band . In addi-
tion to local performances, the Humina
Band made numerous concert tours, ex-
tending its influence in other Finnish-Ame-
rican communities, non-Finnish areas, and
abroad as well. The latter was accomplished
when the band traveled to Finland in 1927.
As a leader in the musical life of the
community, the Humina Band served to
heighten the musical interests within the
Finnish-American community and also help-
ed to develop the musicaf talents of many

young Finnish-American musicians. Several
of those who began their musical career with
the Humina Band went on to become
professional musicians or music educators.

As has been discussed, the Finnish-
Americans demonstrated an enthusiasm for
involvement in the musical experiences
within the community, the Church people
to a more limited degree than the Hall
People. For the Church people, the major
instrumental experiences involved the soitto-
kunta or brass band tradition which grew up
out of the temperance movement. The free-
dom of the Hall people to enjoy a greater
variety of musical experiences - especially
the folk aspects of Finnish music - led to a
wide range of musical opportunities. For the
Hall people - both the socialist and non-
socialist elements - the local hall became the
center of three major musical experiences:
concerts by community and socialist bands,
performances by prominent Finnish and
Finnish-American soloists and weekly, well-
attended Finnish dances.

Regardless of one’s religious or political
affiliation, the Finnish-American’s participa-



tion in the instrumental musical iife of their
communities - especially in the Finnish band
movement and music festivals provided by
various groups within the community - be-
came a unigue expression of nationalism and
an avenue of encouraging their cultural
cohesiveness. As well, music served as an
ideological tool to enhance the cause of the
respective organizations. Though expressed
through different means, the varied musical
cufture of the Finnish-Americans gives
evidence of their enthusiasm for instrumental
music, and their desire to make it a central
part of their lives.
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Amerikansuomalaisesta soitinmusiikista

Amerikansuomalainen yhteisé on musiikillisten ko-
kemusten kylldstama ympéarisid. Amerikansuoma-
lainen instrumenttimusiikki ofi bheijastusta siirto-
laisten menneistd kokemuksista ja nykyisistd olo-
suhteista. Siictotaisella ol Amerikkaan saspues-
saan syvélle juurtunut kansallistunne ja vahva mu-
siikkiperinne, josta kasin hian tiedosti musiikin
keskeisen aseman eldamassaan. Eldvastd kansan-
musiikkikultiuurista, joka oli suomalaisen siirto-
laisen musiikkiperintd, tulikin h3nen vapaa-ajan
toimintojensa keskus.

Amerikansuomalainen yhteist oli jakaantunut

kahteen ryhmaan: “'kirkollisiin® ja “haali-ihmisiin”’.
Organisaatiot, jotka syntyivat naista kahdesta ryh-
masta, edistivdt merkittavasti instrumenttirmusii-
kin harrastusta ja mahdollistivat runsaan ja menes-
tyvan instrumenttimusiikin syntymisen amerikan-
suomalaisten keskuuteen.

Amerikansuomalaisten osallistumisesta yhteiso-
jensd musiikkieldma&n - varsinkin torvisoittokun-
tiin ja erilaistiin musiikkijuhliin - tuli ainutlaatuinen
kansallistunteen ilmaus ja keino siirtolaisten
kultturellisen yhteenkuuluvuuden lujittumiseen.
Eri tavoilla ilmaistuna amerikansuomalainen mu-
sitkkikulttuuri antaa todisteen heidan innostaan
soitinmusiikin harrastukseen ja heiddn hajustaan
tehd3 siita elamiansé keskeinen osa.
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Peter Kivisto

FORM AND CONTENT

OF IMMIGRANT
SOCIALIST IDEO-

LOGY: THE CASE OF

THE FINNISH-
AMERICAN LEFT

Introduction

The post-Civil War United States can be seen
as center stage for a drama of disruption and
creation. In a resource-rich but population-
poor country, the increased demand for
labor necessitated by the advance of capita-
list industrialization was met in large part by
the wide-scale migration of workers from
within the geographical nexus that Brinley
Thomas (1954) termed the “Atlantic Eco-
nomy.” As these new actors entered the
scene, they were not provided with a script.
Instead, they were compelled to choose
from among a variety of potential scripts, or,
when that proved to be difficult or impracti-
cal, were forced to improvise their iines. This
paper is concerned with those segments of
this immigrant population for whom adhe-
rence to socialism was the response to their
new circumstances that was chosen, shaped,
and later generally abandoned.

Specifically, it will focus attention on one
ethnic group, paying particular attention to
the form and content of that group’s socialist
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ideology. The case of Finnish-American
radicalism can prove instructive since Finns
were perhaps the most radical ethnic group
to arrive in this country during the period
under constderation. Their radical proclivities
are evidenced by the disproportionate
support the left received within the ethnic
community. Although estimates vary and are
imprecise (membership counts do not suffi-
ciently account for the extent to which leftist
sympathies permeated into the fabric of
everyday social life), somewhere between
twenty-five and forty percent of the Finnish
immigrant population participated in the
institutional network forged by radicals. in
terms of their participation in major natio-
nally-based radical organizations, the follow-
ing information illustrates the extensive
support Finns gave to the political {eft. Al-
though Finns were a relatively small ethnic
group of approximately 300 000, the Finnish
Socialist Federation was the largest (and the
first) foreign language federation of the
Socialist Party between 1906 and 1918. After
1910, Finns converted in large numbers to



industrial unionism {particularly miners and
lumber workers in the Midwest and Pacific
Northwest), eventually becoming the domi-
nant ethnic group in the Industrial Workers
of the World {IWW). During the 1920’s, the
so-called “Red Decade,” Finns were buoyed
by the Russian Revolution and turned to-
wards communism. Once again, they flocked
to language federations, becoming the largest
one in the Workers Party (by the middle of
the decade, Finns comprised nearly 45 % of
the total membership of the organization).
The question has to be asked, using
Smelser’s (1963) terminology: why did this
“generalized belief”” gain acceptance among
such a substantial portion of Finns while
many other immigrant groups remained
relatively immune from its siren call? A first
step in providing an answer involves a care-
ful exegesis of the form and content of socia-
list ideology within the Finnish-American
community. This paper will attempt to take
that first step, and will, when completed,
suggest what further steps are needed to
come to an adequate understanding of the
factors contributing to the differential
support accorded to the political left by
various proletarianized immigrant groups.
Rather than viewing ideologies as ins-
tances of illusion or a mis-readind of the
world (i.e., false consciousness), the follow-
ing discussion will follow Lyman and Scott’s
argument that they should be treated as
"conceptual schemes that clarify the world
at the same time they hope to change it
(1970: 35).” What follows has been in-
fluenced by the seminal work of such figures
as Althusser (1971), Gramsci (1971), Lukdcs
{(1968), and in particular by Gouldner (1976)
and Rudé (1980). The ideology of protest
forged by socialism must be seen, in general,
as, to use Rudé’s language, "’ ‘derived’ notions
(that are) grafted into the ‘inherent’ notions
and beliefs {(of a particular class or stratum)
(1980: 35)."”” The unigue situation of immi-
grant socialists which has not been adequate-
ly explored involves the following: an ideolo-
gy had to be forged in a context characteriz-
ed by the saliency of both ethnic and class

identities and by the implications posed by
the opportunities for acquiring a new citi-
zenship.

Socialism: A Future-oriented Rationale

We will examine Finnish-American socialist
ideology in media res, focusing on its articu-
lation during the decade beginning in 1910,
and thus prior to the move to Bolshevism.
At this point, despite the consequences of
intense nativist hostility, an ethnic comm-
unity bitterly divided between ‘““Red Finns”
and conservative "Church Finns,” and de-
feats on the labor front in such major con-
frontations as the 1907 Mesabi Range Strike
and the 1913 strike in Michigan’s Copper
Country, the fracturing of left-wing unity,
and government repression, the Finnish-
American left reached its zenith. While the
movement had already experienced one
major schism, involving democratic socialists
and industrial unionists, and another foomed
on the horizon, it is nonetheless passible to
examine features of the general ideology
that underpinned Finnish socialism, since
a number of commonly-held ideological
convictions were shared by various factions
which were often bitterly divided on issues
of strategies and tactics.

Historically, the three major themes of
the French Revolution have been articulated
and shaped by socialists: freedom, eguality,
and fraternity. Though they produced no
major theorists, Finnish-Americans sought to
give expression to a coherent idealogy in
word and action. Beginning with freedom,
it is first essential to note that it is a double-
edged concept, implying both freedom from
and freedom to. To be free implies to exist
in a state where constraint, domination, and
repression are eliminated. However, given
the socio-historical relativity of the concept,
what one individual or groups defines as
freedom another individual or group may
perceive to be the antithesis of freedom.
This is due to the fact that, in the words
of philosopher Frithjof Bergmann:

"’an act is free if the agent identifies with
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the elements from which it flows; it is

coerced if the agent dissociates himself

from the element which generates or
prompts the action. This means that iden-
tification is logically prior to freedom,

and that freedom is not a primary but a

derivative notion. Freedom is a function

of identification and stands in a relation-

ship of dependency to that with which a

man identifies (1977:37)".

It is axiomatic that socialists would not
choose to identify with capitalism. Indeed,
socialism is defined by its repudiation of
capitalism, although in practice the animus
of the rank-and-file was generally directed,
not at capitalism, but at a specific ruling
class personified in the form of venal capita-
lists intent on extracting as much profit as
possible from the tabor of workers, regard-
less of the detrimental consequences of such
actions on workers. Thus, freedom is free-
dom from the capitalist, who is generally
portrayed as an exploiter, an oppressor, one
who treats workers as a means to an end, as
mere machines or appendages to machines.
in short, polemicists painted a picture simi-
lar to Brecht’s dramas and George Grosz' art.
Though the Finnish intelligentsia would
agree with Marx that capitalism was an
historical necessity that paved the route to
socialism, the theme of capitalism as a
uniquely productive, and therefore progress-
ive, economic system is given little attention
(cf. Berman, 1978). instead, polemicists of
socialism tended to treat capitalism as an
atavism that prevented the social progress
that would make all men free producers in
ultimate control of the productive process,
and not merely, in the words of a Finnish
labor song, ""working boys in the world's
market place.”’

Freedom also meant release from the
social pathologies that capitalism generate&.
Religious man was replaced, not by modern
psychological man, but by sociological man,
as the social problems that afflicted the
Finnish-American community -- alcoholism
being perhaps the most notorious, but in-
cluding such problems as crime, prostitu-
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tion, and violence -- were analyzed in terms
of social causation. In the immigrant
literature of such writers as Matti Herns-
huhta, Richard Pesola, Aku Paivio, Kalle
Tahtela, and Matti Huhta, a recurrent
theme was “that workers were unable to
develop their potential as human beings.
In fact, workers were often described as
spiritually and intellectually backward {Hog-
lund, 1977: 25).”” The manifestations of
social pathology were a result of the fetters
of capitalism that served to alienate workers
from their fellow-workers and from, in
Marx’s terminology, their ‘’species-being.”
Thus, freedom from the domination of
capitalism was deemed to be a necessary pre-
condition for the emergence of human self-
fulfiliment. And socialism, of course, was
seen as the key. In Aku Paivio’s 1913 novel,
Sara Kivisto, an immigrant workers’ associa-
tion is credited by the novelist with saving
the heroine from the degradation of a life
as a prostitute and providing her with a
sense of meaning and seif-worth that motivat-
ed her to help ‘to free workers from the
destructiveness of alcohol, fostering at the
same time a bheightened working class
consciousness.

However, in contrast to utopian communi-
tarians, socialists did not perceive industrial
society per se as a threat to freedom. This
can be seen most clearly in the frequent
criticisms socialists directed at the one
prominent instance of Finnish commu-
nitarian living in North America: the charis-
matic Matti Kurikka's Sointula (Harmony)
settlement on Malcolm Island, British
Columbia. Undoubtedly, some of the animus
directed at Kurikka stemmed from the fact
that he defected from socialism (between
1897-99 he had been editor-in-chief of Fin-
land‘s first socialist newspaper, Tyomies).
Kurikka’s experiment lasted only four
years, from 1901 to 1905. It was predicated
on an admixture of the utopian socialism of
such figures as Fourier and Saint-Simon,
Tolstoy’s philospphy, and Madame Blatavs-
ky’s Theosophy. Socialists scorned it for its
naive idealism and muddied quasi-religious



denigration of the class struggle, which

Kurikka saw as an impediment to the acqui-
sition of “'spiritual power (Wilson, 1980:

17).” They condemned the commune’s
advocacy of free-love as a primitive throw-
back, viewing Kurikka’s romanticism as a
flight from modernity. In contrast socialists
embraced modernity; their notion of free-
dom entailed, not the flight from, but the
control of the direction of industrial civili-
zation.

Equality was perceived as being closely
related to freedom: the lack of freedom
from capitalism was seen as the root cause of
the extreme differentials of wealth and
power existing in American society. Given
the great disparities that radicais saw in this
society, the focus of their concern was not
so much on the shape of equality in a
socialist society, but primarily on the nature
of capitalist inequality. The following lament
of Finnish-American lumberjacks alludes not
only to the poverty that characterized their
lives, but also to the low status they were
accorded by the dominant society:

A wretched home, this cheerless camp!

And “finer people’’ sneer, make cracks;

“You ruffians, bums,

Bearded lumberjacks!”’

Our wages are the rags we wear,
Our scraps of food no one digests.
Our beds are bunks,
And fleas our only guests.
(Kolehmainen and Hill, 1951: 38}

This pessimistic assessment of the wor-
kers’ social condition is paralleled in traditio-
nal folksongs; devoid of political content,
the following children’s lullaby, which Aili
Johnson discovered was commonly sung by
immigrants, proclaims an unrelenting and
eternal poverty:

O mother, wretched and poor,

That you should give me birth,

To be a slave to the earth,

To suffer misery.

{Johnson, 1947:332)

Traditionally, escape from such oppress-

ion occurred only in dream, as the following
song attests:

Over nine seas

| flew to a strange land

Where the trees are scarlet and the earth

is blue;

There the mountains are butter,

The cliffs are pork;

The hills are sugar-cakes,

And the heather is honey.

(Johnson, 1947:333)

In contrast, in the ideology of socialism
depictions of the future contained concrete
historical referents. The slave to the earth,
and thus to an immutable fate, is capable of
being transformed in an historically specific,
and therefore changeable situation. The
following verses comprise an adaptation
Finnish-American socialists made of a tradi-
tional Finnish folksong, ““The Wandering
Boy’':

Although as hoboes on a boxcar roof

We sing our many songs,

One day in a Pullman we shall ride,

Drawing great puffs of smoke.

Although we are but wandering boys,
Lacking the comforts of home,
Some day we shall sit in a great palace,
In the manner of great lords.
{Johnson, 1947 339)

Under the influence of not only Marx and
his successors, but also such figures as Ed-
ward Bellamy, socialists placed great faith in
technological progress as a means of eliminat-
ing scarcity. Technology could replace
scarcity and create a society of abundance,
but this would occur only if technology was
freed from the shackles of capitalism.
This could be accomplished only through
class struggle:

Although the share of slaves is ours,

Although we carry our chains,

Yet one day the man with the ship

We shall kick again and again.

{Johnson, 1947: 339)

Equality implied not only the reduction
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in economic differentials, but a sharing of
power. As one socialist remarked, ""We Finns
do not want to remain machines which wiser
people crank.” Socialism was concerned, not
with reducing society to the communal
horde, but with liberating the individual to
become, not 2 means to an end, but an end
tn himself or herself. The centrality placed
on the development of individual potential
meant that the socialist notion of equality
had marked affinities with the concept of
equality articulated by the ideology of
Americanism, where equality of opportunity
as opposed to equality of outcome was
stressed. The ambiguity of the Marxian goal,
"From each according to his ability, to each
according to his need,” with its stress on
differences in individual potentials and
needs, finds its paraliel jn Americanism.
" In the early 1930's socialist Leon Samson,
in his book Towards a United Front, argued
that as ideologies, socialism and America-
nism exhibited striking similarities. A quarter
of a century later, Seymor Martin Lipset
would embrace Samson’s thesis as he argued
that ""a principal cause of the failure of
Socialist ideology in America has been the
fact that the symbolic goals of Socialism are
indentical with those of Americanism
(Lipset, 1960: 348; Samson, 1933).

However, unlike Americanism (and bour-
geois liberalism in general), fraternity also
played a central role in socialist ideology.
Though fraternity is in socialist ideology
perhaps the least developed part of the tri-
umvirate of values, at a minimum it suggests
a form of social relatedness characterized
by cooperation among relative eguals who
are motivated, not by a pecuniary calculus,
but by a certain passion for the interests of
the collectivity, and thus, as Ferdinand
Mount (1976) has so astutely observed,
when seen as an ideal of social relations
extending beyond the intimacy of small
groups, it is subject to “dilution,”” a watery
version of blood ties.

For Finnish-American socialists fraternity
was perceived to be not simply a goal of
the future, but an important component
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of the struggle towards achieving that goal.
In regard to freedom and equality, these
objectives were to be achieved through
collective rather than individual means.
This has been referred to by historian
William Hoglund as an instance of the
Finns “associative spirit’” {(1960).

Together we rush to battle,

Hasten beneath the bloody flag.

Away the power of bosses!

Away ye cursed, ye bringers of sorrow!

Away the props of the great trusts.

Away the dark nights of oppression!
(Johnson, 1947:337)

It is particularly important to note that
the collectivity that would cast off oppress-
ion was defined in class rather than ethnic
terms. It was as members of a class conscious
proletariat, and not as Finns, that socialists

" believed they could potentially transform

the world:

If the workers wish, they can
All the speeding trains,

The ocean’s mighty steamers,
Tie in chains.

All the factories’ giant wheels,

All the mines and every mill,

Yes, armies and navies, too

At their command stand still.
(Kolehmainen and Hill, 1951:127)

If the fraternity brought to bear in the
class struggle contained distortions and
perversions, the ultimate goal of the future,
viewed as a universal brotherhood of produ-
cers in a classless society, would be achieved
when the working class had removed the
impediments imposed by a class society. As
such, it was predicated on the notion that
humanity was not only malleable, but
perfectible. The new individual of socialist
society would be testimony to the errors
of bourgeois ideologues such as the Social
Darwinians who contended that human
nature was an immutable given. Thus, the
possessive individualism produced and sus-
tained by capitalism would prove to be an



historically-specific character type, and its
community-destroying propensities could be
remedied.

Finnish socialists forged their radical
organizations within the ethnic community
-- partially due to choice, partially due to
difficuities in communicating with other
groups, partially due to intra-ethnic hostility,
and partially because of roadblocks erected
by native-born radicals to attempts at in-
carporation. In a situation characterized by
the saliency of ethnic and class identities,
Finnish-American socialists sought to commit
themselves to what Serge Moscovici would
refer to in another context as a ''nonparoc-
hial ethnicity (1977: 165).” When socialist
leaders urged the rank-and-file to Americani-
ze (i.e., to learn English, to apply for citisen-
ship), it was not in order to assimilate to
the values and role expectations of the do-
minant culture, but to provide the bases for
forging class solidarity. However, as the
subsequent history of the Finnish-American
left attests, praxiologically the linkages bet-
ween class and ethnicity remained proble-
matic. The ideological commitment to end
ethnic particularisms confronted an emotio-
nal attachment to distinctly ethnic political
organizations. This would be of great import
to the later fate of these organizations be-
cause innovative organizations rely on a
compelling ideology to sustain and main-
tain them over time. By ideologically de-
fining their organizations as a way station
to assimilation into a national, purely
class-based political alliance, the Finns
undermined the ability of these organiza-
tions to continue to exist over time and
attract new recruits.

The debates over what was referred to as
""hall socialism’’ (ethnically based facilities
which became the hub of cultural and social
life for leftist Finns) highlight the nature of
the dilemma. To the extent that Finns
created and nurtured their hall culture, they
forged what could be seen as a model of
socialist fraternity. For the rank-and-file
membership, their organizations were clearly
percieved as a sanctuary, a haven in a heart-

less capitalist world. They could be construed
as symbolic demonstrations of a life liberat-
ed from the demands of work, loci for the
expression of fantasy and imagination, and
places where play informed the self-formative
procsss of socialist man (cf., Hearn, 1976-
77). On the other hand, to the extent that
they sought to preserve these ethnically-
based organizations, they could be accused
of placing ethnic interests above class
interests. And, indeed, the increasingly
professionalized intelligentsia often made
such accusations. Divorced from the day-to-
day activities of hall culture, the intelligentsia
justified their ascetic politics by appealing
to a utopian future which, they contended,
could not be achieved without demanding
present sacrifices.

The portrayal of a utopian soctety of
the future, though its contours were often
imprecisely conceived, was made in distinct- .
ly secular terms. It was the product of
secularized intellectuals who had experienced
the erosion of faith in the wake of the
spread of rationalism and its scepticism
towards revealed theological truth. The
natural audience of this utopia was a sector
of the proletariat who, like their intellectual
counterparts, had experienced the strains of
disenchantment brought about by the
double helix of secularization and rationali-
zation. For both, there occurred a crisis of
authority which meant that the traditional
religious explanations of suffering and in-
justice were no longer compelling. Neither
did they believe in divine intervention as a
means of redressing sin and evil. In this
context there occurred a guest for a new
theodicy which propelled many to embrace
“radical ideologies which looked to man’s
collective efforts --- to redress the world’s
wrongs {Smith, 1981:95).”

Socialism can be seen as a particular type
of theodicy, one in which a secularized
element of society looked to reason for
solutions to its plight. The editors of the
social democratic newspaper Raivaaja, for
example, sought to indicate that this entailed
a repudiation of all dogma, for truth, far
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from being subject to the dictates of sacred
texts or charismatic individuals, would have
to make its claim in reason’s court. They
wrote that "‘we have never believed in any
authority, Kar{ Marx no more than Martin
Luther (Kolehmainen, 1955:44).”

However, in terms of forming a mass
political movement, skeptical reason might
appear to be an impediment to action since
it subjects all authority claims to debate
and generates ambiguity and uncertainty.
In this respect, it would appear incapable of
producing the emotional excitement requir-
ed of mass movements. That it was able to
do so indicates that socialism achieved, at
least during this relatively brief historical
frame, a reconciliation in the battle between
reason and faith by transposing this anti-
thesis into an ideology predicated on faith in
reason.

A central mainfestation of this faith can
be seen in what Max Weber referred to as a
"veneration of science (1978: 515).” In
particular, the natural sciences were perceiv-
ed as offering to mankind the knowledge
that could free men from the domination of
nature, and in addition they afforded a
model for a newly emerging science of socie-
ty that could be utilized in man’s quest for
freedom from social and culturally-imposed
modes of domination. Within the natural
sciences, the theory of evolution provided
a sense of certitude and meaning by indi-
cating that the world operated in law-like
fashion. Rather than confronting a world
predicated in large part by a capricious
fortuna, leftists believed that they had |-
dentified and could chart the proper course
of social progress, a course which history
would take if ““accidents” did not interfere
with the unfolding of the process.

Leszek Kolakowski, in his bitter but
perceptive severing of personal ties with tHe
main currents of Marxism, describes the
particular appeal that Marxist.socitalism had
for the working class in general:

Marxism has been the greatest fantasy of

our century. It was a dream offering the

prospect of a society of perfect unity, in
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which all human aspirations would be
fulfilled and all values reconciled. It took
over Hegel’s theory of the ‘contradictions
of progress,” but also the liberal-evolutio-
nist beiief that ‘in the last resort’ the
course of human history was inevitably
for the better and that man’s increasing
command over nature would, after an
interval, be matched by increasing free-
dom. It owed much of its success to the
combination of Messianic fantasies with
a specific and genuine social cause, the
struggle of the ..working class against
poverty and exploitation (1978:523).
Finnish-American leftists avidly read the
evolutionary theories of such thinkers as
Engels and Bernstein. A perhaps minor
example of their intense in science can be
seen in the efforts of John Wiita to translate
a work of the Dutch Marxist Anton Panne-
koek into Finnish. Primarily remembered
by contemporary leftists for his contribu-
tions to the topic of council communism,
Pannekoek had a strong scientific bent.
In fact, he was an accomplished astronomer
and mathematician. What interested Wiita
and many of his peers was Pannekoek’s
work, Marxism and Darwinism, in which
he sought to illustrate the parallels between
the Darwinian theory of natural selection
and Marxism, which was posed as a science
capable of making visible to human observa-
tion the social mechanisms that were the key
to the evolutionary process. In 1914 Wiita
published his translation of the book through
the socialist publishing house in Superior,
Wisconsin. '
Evolutionary social democrats, the (WW
Finns, and later the Communists shared
the conviction that there existed laws of
social motion that functioned with the
regularity of natural laws. These laws were
viewed as laying the foundations for the
inevitable decline of capitalism followed by
the rise of socialist society. The difference
between evolutionary and revolutionary
leftists rested essentially on the latter’s rea-
diness to force the hand of history.
Another manifestation of the importance



attributed to reason can be seen in the focus
placed on education. Not only at the Work
People’s Colilege, but in socialist halls through-
out the country, Finns created libraries,
conducted lectures, and in myriad other
ways expressed their belief in the virtue
and efficacy of education. Of course, in this
they differed little from many other ethnic
groups, although they differed in their
conception of the function of education.
John Bodnar, for example, discovered in
the case of Slavic peasants, particularly those
who maintained ties to organized religious
bodies, that they defined the purpose of
education as that of ’'retaining cultural,
linguistic, and religious values of the ethnic
group (1976: 1}).” In contrast to this use of
education as a device to defend a threatened
past, the Finnish-American left treated
education as an essential factor in orienting
itself towards the future.

The scientific estate was intimately linked
to the Finns’ vision of a future classless
society since it would be crucial in moving
from a situation of scarcity to one of
abundance. The Finns’ emphasis on the role
of scientific experts in the future does not
appear to have been influenced by Veblen’s
thought, yet it bears a close resemblance to
his concept of a soviet of engineers. This
cadre of experts was uncritically portrayed
as a stratum whose interests coincided with
the interests of the society as a whole.

Related to this was an equally uncritical
view of the cadre of trained functionaries
that the Work People’s College, a radical
educational institution created by Finns in
the Duluth, Minnesota area, was designed to
train in preparation for the advent of the
socialist commonwealth. One of the un-
intended consequences of this ideological
orientation was that in the aftermath of the
Finnish-American left, many ex-radicals had
acquired, as Vivian Gornick observed in The
Romance of American Communism, “organi-
zational and analytical skills {which served
them ) well in careers in administrative
positions (1977:31).”

Finally, a further consequence of this

particutar definition of the situation came
to the fore after the last major schism on
the left. In the move to Communism, one
witnesses a dramatic shift in which scientism,
bureaucratic centrism, and instrumental
rationality become dominant, progressively
eclipising the role of a critical, undogmatic
reason.

Conclusion

After exploring the content of Finnish-Ame-
rican socialist ideology, the following related
questions arise: (1) why did such an ideology
attract such large numbers of Finns, while
other groups (e.g., Poles and Southern Ita-
lians) were not similarly attracted? ; and {(2)
which Finns were attracted to this ideology
and which were not?

A clue to the answer to these questions
can be found in Weber when he contends
that socialism was a type of secular salva-
tion attractive to certain intellectual status
groups and the modern proletariat. The
indifference of these groups to religion is
predicated on the rationalizing and seculariz-
ing strains generated by their location in a
capitalist market economy (1978:485-486).
While proletarianization (and marginaliza-
tion for certain intellectual groups) is critical
to this, further comparative research will
have to begin by recognizing that among
proletarianized ethnic groups in countries
such as the United States secularization had
a rather varied impact. Future work might
begin by assuming that immigrant radicalism
will develop differentially among ethnic
groups, predicated on the extent to which
secularization has had an impact.

For a secularized group, an articulate
socialism -- forged in a context of {abor
strife and shaped by nativist hostility --
could serve as a vehicle to express both class
and ethnic interests. In regard to the former,
it provided a context where immigrants
could attempt todefine a "‘norm of recipro-
city’’ that provided an expression of rights
and obligations of both superordinate and
subordinate social members (Hearn, 1978:
461). In reference to the latter, it provided a
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""congregational’’ setting that could serve as
a socialist model of fraternity.

In the long run, Finnish-American radicals,
like their counterparts on the left, had their
hopes of creating a mass socialist movement
crushed (Kivisto, 1983). While a number of
factors contributed to this, including political
repression, further research should, | would
suggest, focus attention on the impact of the
declining saliency of ethnic and working
class identities.
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ULKOSUOMALAISTEN KULT -
TUURITAPAHTUMIA

KAUSTISELLA SOl SIIRTOLAIS-
MUSIIKKI

Kaustisen XVI1 kansanmusiikkijublien erityistee-
moina v. 1983 olivat soitinrakennus ja siirtolais-
musiikki. Sopivampaa paikkakuntaa siirtolaistee-
maa ajatellen tuskin 10ytyy. Kerrotasn, ettd v.
1900 joka kolmas ty8kykyinen ihminen Kaustisel-
ta oli Amerikassa. Noin 70.000 juhlavierasta sai
nauttia 83 vuotta mydhemmin niin amerikkalais-
ten haalien huveista kuin lansinaapurin suomalais-
tanhuista aina Australian suomalaisiin trubaduu-
reihin saakka. Musiikkijuhlila syntyi monipuoli-
nen, kansainvalisyyden sdvyttdma kuva ulkosuo-
malaisyhteisdjen musiikista ja kulttuureista.

Juhlien avauksen suoritti  kulttuuriministeri
Gustav Bjorkstrand. Pagjuhlassa juhlapuheen piti
ulkoministeri Paavo Vayrynen, joka paneutui
siirtolaismusiikin johdattelemana siirtolaisten kult-
tuuriin ja ongelmiin.

Kansanmusiikkijuhliin liittyen jarjesti Suomi-
Seura ulkosuomalaisten kesdjuhlan Kaustisella.

SAN :n .puheenjohtaja maaherra Mauno Kangasnie-
mi lupasi siirtolaisille, ettd Suomen ulkosuomalais-
polititkka haluaa tukea siirtolaisten suomalaisen
identiteetin sailyttdmistd. Siirtolaisilla tulisi olla
riittavat edellytykset oman kulttuurin luomiseen
ia yhteyksien yllapitamiseen Suomeen.

Siirtolaiselama on oopperaa

Ensi-iltansa Suomessa nahnyt Botkyrkan siirtolais-
ooppers oli yksi juhlien kokokohdista. Botkyrka
on Tukholman etelapuolella sijaitseva 80 000
asukkaan kunta, jonka asukkaista suuri osa on
siirtolaisia, naista noin 10 Q00 suomalaisia. Siirto-
laisilla on ongelmansa: juurettomuus, vieraantumi-
nen, sosiaalinen levottomuus, ristiriidat, kulttuurin
kdyhtyminen. Kuitenkin siirtolaisilla on kulttuu-
ria, joka edustaa sataa kanssllisuutta. Siirtolais-
ooppera on valmistettu ruotsalaisten ja maahan-
muuttajien yhteistyond, 181 henked yhdeksasta
maasta. Kysymyksessa oli paremminkin kabaree
tai kavalkadi ruotsalaisen yhteiskunnan kehityksas-
ta ja siirtolaisten osuudesta siind kuin "ooppera’’.

BOTKYRKAN

b

SIIRTOIAISOOPPERA.
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Oopperan tarkoituksena on opettaa meitd ymmar-
tamaan toisia kulttuureja; pohjimmiltaan me kaikki
ihmiset olemme samaa kansaa rodusta, ihonvarista
tai kansallisuudesta riippumatta. Kuitenkin Pekka
Lounelan sanat, siirtolaisuuden ongelmat ja kan-
nanotto siirtolaisen puolesta jaivat latinalaisrytmi-
en varjoon, Sidkkijarven polkasta puhumattakaan.
Esityksen hajanaisuus jaa kuitenkin sen sanoman,
“pieni ihminen p&doman ja tuotantokoneiston
rattaissa’”’ ja ‘‘toisen ihmisen ymmartamisen tar-
peen’’ varjoan. Kahden esityksen hinta Kaustisella
oli 180 000 mk, mista Ruotsi kantoi pagvastuun,
Toivoa sopii, ettd siirtolaisooppera nihtaisiin Hel-
singissa ja muualla Suomessa mydhemmin,
Botkyrkan oopperan ohella nimekkaitad esiin-
tyjid Ruotsista olivat Vilho Suonvieri, Pauli Kreku-
la, Sivulan pelimannit, naiskuoro Kreetat, tanhua-
jat kulttuuri 75-yhdistyksestd ja Tukholman Suo-
malaisesta Seurasta sekd Vastmanlandin suurkuoro.

Hauskanpitoa haalilla

Amerikansuomalaisten kulttuuritoiminta tapahtui
suurelta osin siirtolaisten suomalaiskeskuksiin ra-
kentamilla seurataloilta. Tuulahdus niiden ohjel-
masta saatiin myds Kaustisella, kun kolmannen
polven amerikansuomalainen Richard Koski veti
Sakkijarven polkan ja muita isdftdan pikkupoikana
oppimiaan kappaleita. Art Moilanen puolestaan
lautoi fingliskaa: “‘'muna here muna there'’, "'some-
Times riisipuuroa’’, ja yleisolld oli hauskaa. Paikalla
oli myds Hiski Salomaan kuolemattomart laulelmat
alkaen Lannen lokarista tulkitsijana Harri Saksala,
Pekka Gronowin mukaan paras Satomaan laulu-
jen esittaja Suomessa.

Kaukaisemmasta siirtolaismusiikista on viela
mainittava australiansuomalainen ’‘Horizon Pain-
ters’’ -trio, isd ja kaksi poikaa, jotka suvereenisti
hallitsivat sekd suomalaisen ettd australialaisen
trubaduurimusiikin,

"Mind menen Amerikkaan’’

Mielenkiintoinen lisd Kaustisen ohjelmistoon oli
Turun yliopiston Pohjalaisen Osakunnan esittdma
laulundytelma "‘Mind menen Amerikkaan, sinne
menee kaikki”. Niytelma, joka kasittelee siirto-
laisuutta kansanlaujujen valossa, on varsin edustava
kokoeima suomalaista folklorea. Ensimmaisessd
naytoksessa pohjalainen nuorimies Antti suunnitte-
lee Amerikkaan |dht6d houkutellen toverinsa mu-
kaansa. Mydhemmissda kohtauksissa Amerikassa
Antti kertoo lahtevéansd takaisin Suomeen talora-
hat taskussa. Toinen jaa lasin dareen isturmaan |&-

hettden aidilleen terveisid: "En ole rahoja tuhlan-
nut, vaan hotellissa juonut...”.

Siirtolaisuuteen liittyy tavaltaan myds pohjalaisen
murhamiehen laulu ennen Siperiaan kuljetusta.
Néytelman perinnepohjaiset kansanlaulut olivat
yksinkertaisesti, ilman sdestystd, toteutettuja. Poh-
jalainen yleisd otti kiittden esityksen vastaan. Ka-
sikirjoituksesta ja ohjauksesta vastasi Eevastiina
Virrankoski.

Siirtolaislaulut kansiin

Musiikkijuhlien yhteydessa julkistettiin Simo Wes-
terholmin toimittama noin 80 laulua sisaltéva kirja
""Reissaavaisen laulu Amerikkaan”. Laulut kertovat
lahddstd pitkalle matkalle, elimistd Amerikassa,
koti-ikdvastd jne., ja ne on kerdtty laulukirjoista,
danilevyiltd ja &énitensuhoilta. Laulut antavat
hyvdn kuvan ensimmaiisen siirtolaispolven musii-
kista ja haalien ohjelmistosta. Pelimannitaion yh-
teislaulutilaisuudessa laulettiin n&itd siirtolaislaulu-
ja kirjasesta, joukossa ministeri Ahti Pekkala, joka
veti komiasti Lannen lokarin.

Kunniaa tutkijoille

Juhlien yhteydessd jaettiin kahdelle ansioituneel-
le siirtotaiskulttuurien tutkijalle festivaaliplaketit.
Toisen sai Suomen siirtolaismusiikin paras asian-
tuntija Pekka Gronow Helsingista ja toisen Gunnar
Turesson Ruatsin Arvikasta. Jalkimmainen - suku-
peraltdan alkujaan Karjalan Qinosia - on Varmian-
nin metsdsuomalaisten musiikkiperinteen tutkija ja
tatlentaja.

Kaustinen tunnstaan

Kansanmusiikkijuhliita kootaan joka vuosi tunnin
ohjelma, joka on kysyttyd tavaraa maailmalla.
Ruotsin radio lahetti kahden tunnin suoran tihe-
tyksen ja mm. saksalaisia ja ranskalaisia tiedotta-
jia liikkui paikalfa, joten Kaustinen tunnetaan hy-
vin maailmalla.

Siirtolaisuusinstituutti osallistui  kansanmusiikki-
juhlille viemalla sinne amerikan-suomataista siirto-
laisuutta késittelevan valokuvanayttelyn ja esitte-
lemall3 instituutin julkaisemia siirtolaistutkimuk-
sia. Lisaksi allekirjoittanut pyrki osallistumaan
mahdoltisimman moneen tilaisuuteen ja tapaamaan
siirtolaisia eri puolilta maailmaa. Kiitokset Kausti-
selle onnistuneen teeman valinnasta.

Olavi Koivukangas
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FINNFEST — UUSI JUHLAPERIN-
NE AMERIKANSUOMALAISILLE

Kuluneen elokuun 5.-7. paivina jarjestettiin Min-
neapolisissa USAssa kaikille amerikansuomalaisil-
le uskontoon, poliittiseen vakaumukseen tai asuin-
paikkaan katsomatta yhteiset kesajuhlat. Jo viime
vuosisadan lopulta alkaenhan amerikansuomalaiset
ovat Kesdjuhlia jarjestdneet, mutta ne ovat olleet
yleensd joko alueittain tai aiheen mukaan rajoi-
tettuja. Mitddn Kanadan suomalaisten suurjuhlien
tat Australian Suomi-P3ivien kaltaista ei USA:ssa
ole naihin asti saatu jarjestertya.

Viime vuoden syyskuussa pidettiin Minneapoli-
sissa Suomi-Seura r.y:n kutsumana kokous, jossa
tarkoituksena oli keskustella kaikille amerikansuo-

avustuksella syyékuun kokoukseen Minneapolisissa
osallistuneet. Kilpailun voitti Seattlen suomalaisten
tekema ehdotus FinnFest USA.

Minneapolisin suomalaiset ryhtyivat tarmok-
kaasti juhlien suunnitteluun ydinjoukkonaan vuo-
sittaisen Finnaffairin jarjestajat. He saivat pian
avukseen yli 70 henked, joista osa pitkienkin mat-
kojen p3astd Minneaspolisista. Jarjestelytoimikun-
nan puheenjohtajana oli kolmannen polven nuo-
rehko amerikansuomalainen sdhkdinsindéri Allan
Norgard ja sihteerind Mrs. Velma Doby. Juhlatoi-
mikunta jakaantui 17 alakomiteaan.

FinnFestiin rekisterdityi yli 1000 osanottsjaa
yhteens3 yli 30 osavaltiosta, Kanadasta ja Suomes-
ta. llman rekisterdintid osallistui  yksittdisiin ti-
laisuuksiin satoja, joten koko asanottajavahvuudek-
si arvioidaan 13hes 2 000 henkea.

FinnFestin virallisen avajaistilaisuuden yleisfa. Eturivissd keskelld Suomi-Seura r.y:n puheenjohtaja Osmo
Kalliala. (kuva: Clyde Kumpula).

malaisille yhteisten kesdjuhlien jarjestdmisests.
Kokoukseen osallistui yli 40 henke3d Alaskasta
Floridaan tai Etelad-Kaliforniasta Michiganiin saak-
ka. Kokouksessa johti puhetta Suomi Collegen
presidentti, tohtori Ralph J. Jalkanen ja sielld paa-
tettiin yksimijelisesti ryhtyd jarjestamadn yhteisia
kesdjuhlia. Minneapolisin suomalsiset ottivat en-
simmaisten juhlien jarjestdmisen tehtivakseen. Suo-
men Silta-lehdessa jarjestettiin kilpailu tulevan ke-
sdjuhlan nimesta. Kilpailutuomareina olivat postin

Juhla alkoi perjantaina klo 9 aamulla kahdella
samanaikaisesti pidetyild korokeksskusteluila ja
Suomea esittelevien filmien esityksella, Silloin
myds aukenivat ovet monille nayttelyille, joita
oli avoinna kolmen pdivian ajan toistakymmenta
asitellen amerikansuomalaisten eldamaa monin eri
tavoin.

FinnFest 83:n padteema oli amerikansuomalais-
ten historian sailyttdminen ja erityisesti heidan
arkistojensa tallentaminen jalkipolville. Minnasotan
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osavaltion humanistinen toimikunta (Minnesota
Humanities Commission) oli mydntanyt tdta var-
ten apurahan. Kolmen paivén aikana pidettyihin
korokekeskusteluihin osallistui yli 40 henked eri

joihin jokaiseen osallistui arviolta 600-800 henkea.
Juhlapaivallisilld piti jublapuheen Suomi-Seuran
puheenjohtaja Osmo Kalliala Helsingistd. Seki
perjantai- ettd lauantai-iltana jatkuivat tanssit my6-

Kansantanssiryhmd Tanhuajat Seattlesta esiintyy. (kuva: Tauri Aaltio).

puolilta USA :ta. Ohjelmassa mainituista 13 oli joko
yliopiston professoreita tai apulaisprofessoreita,
kaikki suomalaissyntyisid. Keskusteluihin riitti
aina useita kymmenia kuulijoita,

Koko paivan lauantaina oli |8heisessd puistossa
kansantanssi- ja kansanmusiikkiesityksid n. 35 as-
teen helteessd. Mm. kansantanssijoukkueita ofi
mukana Minnesotan valtion Minneapolisin ja
Virginian lisdksi Seattlesta, Detroitista ja Milway-
keesta sekd Kanadasta. Finnish Center Associatio-
nin naytelmikerho Detroitista esitti ndytelmén
“Kesaleskia".

FinnFestin varsinaisia massatilaisuuksia olivat
perjantai-illan amerikansuomalaista ja suomalaista
kansanmusiikkia esittelevd konsertti, lauantai-illan
juhlapaivilliset, sekd sunnuntain jumatanpalvelus,
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haiseen y6hdn tahditiajinaan amerikansuomalaiset
tanssiyhtyeet ““The Third Generation’ sekd ""Oulu
Hotshots™'.

FinnFest USA inc.

FinnFestin aikana pidettiin myds seurojen edus-
tajien virallinen kokous, jolloin paatettiin perustaa
yhdistys nimeltaan FinnFest USA inc. ja rekiste-
rdida se Minnesotan lakien mukaisesti. Yhdistyk-
sen tarkoituksena on vain vuosittaisen FinnFestin
jarjestdminen amerikansuomalaisilte ja heidan jalke-
|3isitieen, jotta heiddn yhteytensid suomalaiseen
kulttuuriin sdilyisivat eldvind. Yhdeksidnhenkiseen
johtokuntaan valittiin kolme edustajaa itaranni-
kolta, kolme mantereen keskeltd ja kolme l3nsi-



rannikolta. Juhlan ja FinnFest-perinteen jatku-
vuus an siten turvattu. Tahan varmaan olivat tyyty-
v3isia kaikki juhlille osallistuneet, silla kaikki tun-
tuivat nauttivan yhdessiolosta ja FinnFestin
ilmapiirist3 taysin siemauksin. Oli kuin jotakin
tallaista olisi jo kauan odotettu.

Seursava FinnFest USA 84 jarjestetdan Uudes-
sa Englannissa, todennakdisesti Fitchburgissa, ja
vuoden 1885 FinnFest Suomi Collegessa Hancockis-
sa. Sen jélkeen ovat jo jonossa odottamassa vuoro-
aan mm. Florida, Seattle ja Kalifornia.

Tauri Aaltio

KANADANSUOMALAISTEN 44.
SUURJUHLAT

Kanadansuomalaisten suurjuhlat vietettiin Calgaryssa ensimmaistd kertaa. Kuvassa yleisd2 sunnuntain paiva-
juhlassa, joka pidettiin Calgaryn yliopiston voimistelusatissa. (kuva Kanadan Uutiset 27.7.1383, no 29).

Ja perinteiset Kanadansuomalaisten suurjuhlat
vietettiin @3na vuonna heinakuun 15.-17. paivina
Calgaryssa. Kun v3limatkatr suomalaiskeskusten v3-
lild ovat melkoiset ei yleisBmasran arveltu nouse-
van suureksi. Juhlille kakoontui kuitenkin kaikki-
aan noin tuhat osanottajaa.

Sunnuntain padjuhlassa oli puhujana kansan-
edustaja Pertti Salolainen Helsingista. Pubeessaan
Salolainen seivitti ajankohtaisia asioita Suomesta.
Suurjuhlilla ofi tarjolla “'jokaiselle jotakin'’, ol
kirkonmenot, voimistelu- ja tanhuesityksia, runon-

lausuntaa, kuorolaulua, taidendyrtelyita yms. Suur-
juhlien yhieydessd pidettiin myds lukuisia koko-
uksia, mm. kanadansuomalaiset asevelikerhot jar-
jestaytyivat yhdeksi organisaatiokst.

Kanadansuomalainen kulttuurifiittq. paatti jo
seuraavista suurjuhlista. Vuonna 1984 on vuorossa
Sudbury, 1985 Sault Ste. Marie ja vuonna 1986
Vancouver, joka samaan aikaan viettda 100-vuo-
tisjuhliaan ja jossa jarjestetdan my0os kansainvaliser
litkenneatan messut.

25



RU!JANSUOMALAISEN KULT-

TUURIN ESIINMARSSI
Kveenien kulttuuripaivdt Vesisaaressa
11.-12.6.1983

Ruijansuomalainen kulttuuri Pohjois-Norjassa on
oltut vuosikymmenid pimennossa norjataisen valta-
kutttuurin alla. Vain harva ulkopuolinen on tutus-
tunut tuohon suomalaisperdiseen eldamantapaan;
kulttuuriksi ruijansuomalaiset, kveenit, eldmaansa
eivat itsekédn juuri ole késittdneet. Voimakas
koko siirtolaisuuden jilkeisen ajan norjalaistamis-
potitiikka on aiheuttanut sen, ettd suomalaiset
juuret on pyritty unchtamaan, suomen kieli
vaihdettu norjaan ja oma identiteetti on jakautu-
nut perinteen ja norjalaisuuden valilla.

Vasta 1970-luku, tuo juurien etsinnan alkuaika,
toj hiljaiselle vahemmistdlle mahdollisuuden tun-
tea ja tunnustaa taustansa, elamantavan takana
olevan suomalaisuuden. Norjalainen yhteiskunta
muutti vihemmistdpolitiikkaa - tunnusti saamelais-
ten olemassaolot ja huomasi myds suomensukuiset
kveenit. 1980-luku tuntuy olevan ruijansuomalai-
selle kulttuurille oman olemassaolon hahmottami-
sen aikaa. V3estd aktivoituu ja jérjestaytyy ja alkaa
saavuttaa minoriteettivaestdn statusta. Tunnus-
omaista viime vuosille on ollut Pohjois-Norjan eri
asutuspisteiden Suomi-seurojen aktiviteetin suun-
tautuminen Suomi-ystdvyystoiminnasta suomalai-
suuden elonmerkkien vaalimiseen, kveenivdestén
identiteettikuvien hahmottamiseen ja uusstirtolais-
ten sosiaalisen kontaktitarpeen tiedostamiseen,

Vesisaaressa, Vads@ssd, pidetyt maailmanhisto-
rian ensimmaiset kveenien kulttuuripaivat olivat
konkreettinen osoitus nousevasta etnisiteettitun-
teesta. Samalla se oli osoitus jarjestdtoiminnan ak-
tiivisuudesta. Paivien paajarjestdjand oli Pohjois-
Norjan Suomiseurojen Liitto, kdytanndn jarjeste-
lytyOstd vastasi suurelta osin Vesisaaren Suomi-
seura. Liiton puheenjohtajan Eira Sdderholmin

mukaan jarjestéjen ja niiden yhdyselimen3d toimi-.

van Liiton tarkoituksena on toisaalta vaalia rutjan-
suomalaista perinnekulttuuria ja toisaalta pitds
yhteytta Norjaan muuttaviin uussiirtolaisiin. Ja
toiveena on naiden toimintojen yhdistdminen:
suomalaisten yhteistyd sekad historiallisessa ettd
sostaalisessa mielessa.

Vesisaaren kulttuuripgivdt tarjosi satapdéiselie
osallistujajoukolte monia kokemuksja. Kveenimu-

seon piballa, Tuomaisentalossa, kertoili lda Tuo-
mainen talon ja koko Vesiszaren suomalaisuuden
historiaa. Aiheesta lisdvalaistusta antoi muistelmil-
laan suomensukuinen Hans Ronthi. Suomalainen
kansanlaulu kaikui sekd ulkosalla ettd ittajuhlassa.
Esiintyjina olivat niin paikalliset asukkaat kuin So-
dankyldn kuoro ja pelimannit kansanmusiikinke-
ragjan Matti Yli-Tepsan johdolla. Uudet ja vanhat
siirtolaiset kohtasivat, nuorille perinteinen ruijan-
suomalaisuus esittaytyi kveenien eldamasta kertovan
valokuvanadyttelyn ja perinnefilmien kautta. Van-
hemmalle polvelle jo nuorien uussiirtolaisten na-
keminen ja myénteinen osallistuminen oli positii-
vinen kokemus.

Vesisaaren kunnanbhallituksen varapuheenjoh-
taja Elsa Jonassen, kveenisukua hankin, totesi
tervehdyspuheessaan, ettd naiden ensimmiisten
kulttuuripdivien pitdminen osana kaupungin 150-
vuotisjuhlallisuuksia oli luonnollista. Onhan Vesi-
saaren eldmanmuoto sekoitus norjalaista ja suo-
malaista kulttuuria: kveenien panosta kaupungin
ja alueen kehittdmisessd ei kukaan voi aliarvioi-
da.

Varsin  kiinnostava oli svanviklaisen Olav
Beddarin monologin esitys. Han lienee ensimmii-
nen ruijansuomalainen, joka kirjoittaa omalla
murteellaan: Pasvikin alueen suomella. Monologi
olt kirjoitettu yksipuolisen puhelinkeskustelun
muotoon ja siind kuvattiin iroonisesti kKiytdssa
olevaa suomen ja norjan sekakieltz: kveelnien fin-
gelskaa. Pyssyjokilainen Dagny Smith-Novik esitti
monologin loistavasti tekstid omalla murteellaan
vield sdvyttden

Kulttuuripdivien yhteydessa kaytiin monia epa-
virallisia keskusteluja ruijansuomalaisten, uussiirto-
laisten, kielenopettajien ja tutkijoiden kesken.
Ja ajalle luonteenomaisesti korostettiin paikallisen
vdestdn tarvetta osallistua tutkimustydn suunnitte-
luun ja seurantaan. Ruijansuomalaiset eivat halua
olla vain tutkimusobjekteja vaan osa kaksipuolista
kulttuuritydta. Sama osallistumisen huomautus
suunnattiin suomalaisesta vdhemmistdpolititkasta
innostuneille - usein Suomesta viime aikoina Nor-
jaan muuttaneille: vdhemmistd- ja kulttuuripolitii-
kassa tulee edeta riittdvan varovaisesti, ettei vuosi-
kymmenia piilossa olevas ruijansuomalaista perin-
teistd vdhemmistoa pelastyteta takaisin hiljaiseksi
sulautujaksi,

Lassi Saressalo
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VIERAILU SUOMALAISSIIRTO-
LAISTEN LUONA AUSTRALIASSA

Australian Suomalaisten Lijton kutsu saapua juh-
lapuhujaksi Adeleideen 1.-3.4.1983 antoi kim-
mokkeen Australian matkaani 28.2.-24.4.1983.
Suomi-paiviin  osallistumisen lisdksi tavoitteenani
oli perehtyd eri puolilla Australias asuviin suoma-
laisiin )a heiddn elinolosuhteisiinsa ja lisaksi pitaa
vierailuluentoja Australian eri yliopistoissa ja kor-
keakouluissa.

Australian matkareittini johti aluksi Sydneyn
kautta Canberraan. Taman jalkeen kohteena olivat
Brisbane, Mount lsa, Darwin, Perth, Adslaide,
Melbourne, uudelieen Canberra ja lopuksi Sydney.
Matkareitin, majoitusten ja kontaktien verrattoma-
na suunnittelijana toimi jaostopaailikkd Heimo
Uotila Australian opetusministeridstd. Yiiopistovie-
raituista huolehti osaltaan myds opetusministerion
kansainvilisen osaston pidllikkd Frank Grotowski.

Tapasin  matkallani lukemattomissa ersi tilai-
suuksissa ja yhteyksissa suomalaisia ja olin tekemi-
sissd hyvin erilaisten kuutijaryhmien kanssa. En-
simmainen merkittavé kosketus oli Australian
Suomalaisten Liiton hallituksen jarjestamat juhla-
illalliset arvostetussa Lobby Clubissa Canberrassa.
Mukana olivat mm. Suomen suurldhettilas Veikko
Ruttunen puoliscineen ja Suomen yleisradion toi-
mittaja Timo Uotila. Illan isdntdn3d toimi liiton
puheenjohtaja Reijo Pekkarinen avustajinaan liiton
sihteeri Tuula Ursin ja taloudenhoitaja Vieno Pek-
karinen.

Australian kierroksellani puhuin Suomi-taloilla,
Juterilaisten seurakuntien tilaisuuksissa, kirkoissa,
seurakuntataloissa ja kodeissa. Itsellehi j3i n3ista
tapaamisista miellyttdvat muistot ja oman oppi-
aineeni sosiologian edustajana saatoin kertoa eri
yhteyksissd Suomen nykytilanteesta, sen talou-
dellisesta ja sosiaalisesta kehityksesti ja tulevaisuu-
den nakymista. Vilkkaar keskustelut osoittivat, et-
ta tuolla asuvat maanmiehemme seuraavat Suomen
tapahtumia kiinnostuneina ja ovat niista melko lail-
la perilla sekd radion ettd suomenkielisten lehtien
vality ksellz.

Matkani aikana tutustuin myds yhdistysten,
seurakuntien ja yksityisten henkildiden suoritta-
maan arvokkaaseen suomalaisen kulttuurin hyvaksi
tapahtuvaan tyohon. Pitkien etdisyyksien maassa
suomalaisen vahemmistéryhman, n. 12 000 hen-
ked, keskindiset kontaktit ja yhteiset harrastukset
vaativat tavallista suurempia ponnistuksia ja vah-
vaa kiinnostusta toimintaa kohtaan. Kuitenkin
Suomi-pdivilld koetut ndytteet suomalaisen kult-

tuurin vaalinnasta ja harrastustoiminnan eldvyy-
destd kertovat 'tyén onnistumisesta ja uskosta
oman kulttuurin merkitykseen.

Niinikaan suomen kielen vaalimiseksi perusie-
tut suomenkielen iltakoulut tekevat arvokasta tyo-
taan kielitaidoltaan varsin eritasoisen oppilasjou-
kon parissa. Oppikirjahualiin on saatu apua Suo-
men opetusministeriostd. Tallaista kotimaasta kasin
tunnettavaa mydtamielisyy1td arvostettiin ja kiitet-
tiin eri yhteyksissa.

Suomalaistapaamisten kohokohdaksi muodos-
tui matkallani luonnollisesti Suomi-p3ivat Adelai-
dessa. Omassa juhlapuheessani toin henkildkohtai-
set terveiset tasavallan presidentti Mauno Koivis-
tolta. Nama terveiset otettiin mielihyvin vastaan
ja jotkut esittivat jopa toivomuksen, ettd tasaval-
lan presidentin pitaisi kerran tehdd omakohtainen
vierailu suomafaisten pariin Australiaan.

Suomi-paivien aikana tuli konkreettisesti na-
kyviin se suuriarvoinen ja menestyksellinen tyd, jo-
1a suomalaiset suorittavat omassa yhteisdssdan
sekd henkisella ettd fyysisellda kulttuurisaralla.
Suomi-paivat muodostavat merkittdvan taite- ja
katselmuskohdan sekd tapaamistilaisuuden, jossa
voidaan punnita vuoden aikana suoritetun harras-
tustoiminnan saavutuksia ja saada suomalaisen
vdhernmiston &ani kuuluville Australian yleensa
varsin siirtolaismyonteisessa yhteiskunnassa.

Kasittelemattd taman kirjoituksen yhteydessa
yliopistoissa ja korkeakouluissa pitdmiani vierailu-
luentoja ja niiden antia itselleni totean voineeni
valittaa lueanoissani Suomi-tietoutta, mm. kehi-
tysaluepoiitiikkaamme, suomalaista kaupunkisuun-
nittelua, saamelaisten kulttuuria ja elinoloja sekd
Suomesta |dhtenyttd siirtotaisuutta koskevien ai-
heitteni yhteydessd. Naiden yksityiskohtainen ka-
sittely samoin kuin muun Australian matkani
ohjelman, mm. perehtymisen alkuasukasyhteisdi-
hin ja australialaiseen teollisuus- ja talouseldmaan,
kaipaavat oman kirjoituksensa.

Australian matka ofi itselleni monin tavoin
avartava, hyodyllinen ja merkittavd. Suomalais-
ten siirtolaisten esittamis toiveita Suomen valtio-
vallalle, evankelis-luterilaiselle kirkolle tai eri yh-
teisdille olen voinut jo valittaa ja samalla olen voi-
nut havaita naihin toiveisiin suhtauduttavan myén-
teisesti. Olen erittdin kiitollinen Australian Suo-
malaisten Liiton johtohenkildille ja edustajille
seka kaikille tapaamilleni suomalaisille, jotka
mydtdvaikuttivat matkan tdydelliseen  onnistu-
miseen.

Erkki Asp
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KIRJALLISUUSARVOSTELUJA

Auvo Kostiainen: Santeri Nuorteva - Kansainvéli-
nen suomalainen.

Suomen Historiallinen Seura, Helsinki 1983.

(224 5., kuvijtettu, English Summary)

Tutkittuaan suomalaisia kommunisteja Pohjois-
Amerikassa, Auvo Kostiainen on viimeisimmaéssa
tySssddn siirtynyt "joukkohistoriasta” “henkilo-
historiaan’’, tarkastelemaan yhden Pohjois-Ameri-
kassakin vaikuttaneen suomalaisen kommunistin
eldamaa. Kostiainen seuraa Aleksanteri Nuortevan
vaihaita myos Pohjois-Amerikan ulkopuolella,
Suomessa, Englannissa, Neuvosto-Vendjdlla ja va-
hidn muuallakin.

Kostiaisen kirjasta selviad hyvin, ettd Nuorteva
oli todellakin kansainvilinen henkilt my6s muista-
kin syistd kuin vain lukuisten asuinpaikkojensa
ansiosta. Ehkapa Nuorteva oli jopa enemman
kansainvélinen, kosmopoliitti, kuin suomalainen.
Vaikka Nuorteva toimikin kolmeen otteeseen
kansanedustajana, han (dhti Suomesta jo vuonna
1911 ja pasosa eldamanty0Ostd tapahtui “siirtolaise-
na’’ eri maissa.

Nuortevan varhaisesta siirtolaisuudesta johtu-
nee, etteivdt suomalaiset tietosanakirjat tai poliit-
tisen historian yleisesitykset useinkaan muista edes
mainita hanta. Suomalainen tutkimus on myds kes-
kittynyt tarkastelemaan enemman Suomessa toimi-
neita ja varsinkin vuoden 1918 murroksen aikoihin
Suomessa toimineita tyovaenliikkeen johtohahmo-
ja, eikd Yhdysvalloisse tuona aikana toimineesta
Santeri Nuortevasta ennen Kostiaisen tutkimusta
ole tehty kunnollista elamakertaa.

Mutta oliko Nuortevan toiminta sitten merki-
tyksellista, riittdvan merkityksellistd historialtista
elamikertaa varten, ja merkitykseilistd myo6s Suo-
men kannalta? Kostiaisen mielestd kyll3, vaikka ai-
van yksiselitteistd varmuutta 'Santeri Nuorteva -
Kansainvalinen suomalainen’’ ei annakaan nimi-
henkilénsd tarkeydestd kaikissa hanen asemissaan.
Aika ajoin Kostiainen vaikuttaz liiankin niukkasa-
naiselta arviojdessaan tutkimushenkilonsa historial-
lista merkittavyytta eri toimissa ja tilanteissa.

Toisaalta Santeri Nuorteva toimi kylld ilmeisen
vastuunalaisitla paikoilla amerikansuomalaisen tyd-
vaenliikkeen parissa, Neuvosto-Venajan taloudelli-
sissa ja tiedotustehtévissd niin Yhdysvalloissa, Ka-
nadassa, Englannissa ja Ruotsissakin, Neuvosto-
Venidjan ulkoasiainkomissariaatissa ja Karjalan
ASNT ssa, ja viimeistddn Nuortevan toimimisen
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"Punaisen Suomen USA:n suurldhettinddnd’™ olisi
luullut jo aikoja sitten herdttdneen suomalaisten
tutkijoiden kiinnostuksen. Siksi Auvo Kostiaisen
ihmettelyyn Nuortevan kiinnostamattomuudesta
on helppo yhtya.

Omassa tutkimuksessaan Kostiainen on tehnyt
perusteellista tyotd, Han on seurannut Nuortevan
vaiheita eri maiden arkistoihin, ottanut yhteyttd
Nuortevan elossa oleviin sukulaisiin ja hénet tunte-
neisiin henkildihin, ja ilmeisesti kerénny1 tietoonsa
suunnilleen kaiken sen, mik3 talla hetkella on mah-
dollista. Osaa suomalaisesta lahdemateriaalista Kos-
tiainen peraa edelleen Korkeimman oikeuden kaut-
ta, ja valittaakin jatkuvasti ldhdemateriaalin puutet-
ta ja 1ahteiden metsastyksen vaikeutta. Monia ky-
symyksid Nuortevan toiminnasta jaakin Kkenties
juuri tasta syysta auki.

Parhaimmillaan Kostiaisen teos on tarkastelles-
saan Nuortevan vaiheita Yhdysvalloissa. iImeisesti
lahdemateriaalin runsaus ja toisaalta alueen (suo-
malaiset siirtolaiset Yhdysvalloissa ja sen tydvaen-
lilkkeessd) tuttuus auttavar kirjoittajaa tekemain
sellaisia linjanvetoja ja yieistyksi, joihin han ei ole
aivan yltanyt muiden jaksojen kohdalla.

Neuvosto-Vendjan jakso on myds miellyttavas
ja kiinnostavaa Juettavaa, mutta teoksen alun
Suomen jaksossa j3d kaipaamaan enemman “lihaa
luiden ymparitle”. Niukkuuteen voi tietenkin olla
monta syytd. Ehka kirjoittaja pitad ajan yleisiad
tapahtumia Suomen historiassa lukijalle niin tut-
tuina, ettei ole nahnyt tarpeelliseks sefittdd Nuor-
tevan 'ympiaristda’’ sen enempda. Autonomian
ajan toppupualta onkin Suomessa tutkittu varsin
perusteellisesti, ja saattaa olla, ettd Kostiainen on
siksi omassa tutkimuksessaan kertonut vain juonen
seuraamisen kannalta ehdottoman valttamatid-
mimman.

Toisaalta historiantutkija ei ole kirjailija, eika
voi tulkita tietojaan yhta vapaasti; rakentaa Santeri
Nuortevan ympérille seikkailluromaania, vaikka sen
suuntaisia aineksia hanen elamastdan ilmeisesti
16ytyisi runsaastikin. Tdma saattaa osaltaan selittaa
Auvo Kostiaisen niukkuutta, joka tekee tutkimu-
sesta ""kronologian’’ Santeri Nuortevan eldméanvai-
heista, ilman kovin syvallista analyysia tai varsi-
naista tutkimusongelmaa.

Henkilohistorijoitsijoilla on vaarana joko ylistaa
tutkittavaansa maasta taivaisiin, tai haukkua maan
rakoon. Vaikka kirjan alussa ja aivan sen lopussa
ehka ndkyy joitakin viitteitd ylistdmisesta, valttaa
Kostiainen yleensd erinomaisesti taman elamaker-



takirjoittajien tavallisen synnin. “Santeri Nuorteva
- Kansainvalinen suomalainen’’ on luotettava tutki-
mus ja oiva ensi askel Alexander Nybergin henkilon
ja tehtavien tarkemmassa hahmottamisessa.

Vaikka Kostiaisen kirjassa esiintyy mainintoja
Nuortevan “revisionismista’’ ja “"sosialidemokratias-
ta’’ yms., jaa kasitteiden aatteellinen sisaltd tyhjak-
si. Tulevaisuudessa kenties tehddin selvitys myos

Santeri Nuortevan ideclogisesta kehityksesti. Sen
onnistumisen edellytyksenad on kuitenkin nyt ka-
silld olevan Kostiaisen teoksen (tai sen Kkaltaisen
Nuorteva-eldmankerran) valmistuminen aatehisto-
riallisemman tutkimuksen pohjaksi.

Markku Henriksson

Dirk Hoerder (Ed.J, American Labor and Immigra-
tion History, 1877-1920s: Recent European Re-
search. University of llinois Press, 1983.

C. Vann Woodwardin toimittamassa, 1860-luvulla
ilmestyneessd teoksessa The Comparative Approach
to American History kirjoittaa David A. Shannon
Amerikan sosialismista ja tyOvaenliikkeestd. Tar-
kasteltuaan Yhdysvaltojen ja muiden [ansimaisten
teollisuusmaiden tyovdenliikkeiden valisida yhtymia-
kohtia ja eroavaisuuksia Shannon tulee siihen hie-
man yllattdvaan lopputulokseen, ettd ‘'sattumalla’’
saattaa olla enemmaian tekemistd Yhdysvaltojen
epapoliittiseksi muodostuneen  tydvaentiikkeen
kanssa kuin yleens3 luullaan .

On tietysti selvdéd ettd Shannonin kasittelemiin
teemoihin kohdistuva tutkimus on viime vuosi-
kymmenind voimakkaasti kehittynyt ja monipuo-
listunut; hanen erdanlaiseen rajoittuneeseen nake-
mykseen pohjautuva johtopdatdksensd sattuman
merkityksestad ei tanddn tunnu oikein mielekkaalta.
Tutkimuksen nykyvaihetta valaisee erinomaisesti
Dirk Hoerderin toimittama, 13 euraoppalaisen
tutkijan esitelmistd koostuva American Labor and
Immigration History, 1877-1920s: Recent Euro-
pean Research. Kysymys on siis Amerikan tyévéen-
lilkkeen myrskyisista vuosista, joihin myds ns. uusi
siirtolaisuus lyo leimansa. Julkisuuteen saatetut esi-
relmit pidettiin marraskuussa 1978 alan tutkijoille
jarjestetyssa konferensissa, jonka iséntdna toimi
Bremenin vyliopisto. Konferenssiin  osallistuneet
eurooppalaiset  ja amerikkalaiset asiantuntijat,
muun muassa Herbert G. Gutman, Alfred F. Young
ja David Brody, esiintyivdt kommentaattoreina.
Lukija jda kuitenkin kaipaamaan yhteenvetoa kay-
dyistd keskusteluista.

Hoerderin toimittama teos, joka jakautuu kol-
meen eri alhepiiriin, sisaltada kauttaaltaan painavaa
tekstid. Brodyn ja Gutmanin mukaan tutkieimia
voidaan pitad eurooppalaisen Amerikan tyovéen-
luokan historiaa kasittelevan koutukunnan ensim-
maisind ilmaisuina. Se on kauniisti sanotty, mutta
ei liene vailla peras. Esitelmistéd pddosa valajsee tyo-
laisten ja siirtolaisten elinehtoja Yhdysvalloissa. As-

teikko on laaja, lakkoliikkeistd ja W.E.B. Du Boi-
sin ndkemyksestd proletariaatista tydmiehen elinta-
soon. Siirtolaisuuden taustatekijéita sivuavat David
Dovle ja Lars-Goran Tedebrand. Epailemattd nama
esitelmat avaavat jannittdviad ndkokulmia koska ne
painottavat asioita, jolhin amerikkalaiset tutkijat
eivat ehka kiinnittdisi laajempaa huomiota.

Kuten Hoerder johdannossaan huomauttaa, on
Amerikan tydvdenluokkaan ja sen ongelmiin kes-
kittynyt tutkimus saanut uusia piirteitd, Viisi-
kymmentaluvulla korostettiin  "‘consensus’’- ja
“mainstream’’-teemoja, nakemysts, jonka mukaan
ristiriidat ja sosiaaliset vastakohdat tuntuivat ohi-
meneviltd ilmidiitd integraation, amerikkalaistumi-
sen, mahtavassa perspektijvissd. Varmasti ovat
1960-luvun tapahtumat ja niiden synnyttdms3 aa-
teilmasto vaikuttaneet ndkdkantojen tarkistami-
seen ja kiinnostukseen etnisid ryhmia kohtaan. Si-
ten tutkimuksen kenttdd on laajennettu; oloja on
valaistu ja tapahtumaketjuja seurattu alhaatta pain,
“from the botiom up” Jesse Lemischia lainatakse-
ni. On mielenkiintoista todeta, etta Socialist Labor
Partysta New Yorkissa vuosina 1890-1896 kirjoit-
tava ranskalainen Hubert Perrier 10ysi uudelleen
Yhdysvaltojen historian juuri 1960-luvulta,

Tata taustaa vasten ei liene yllattavaa, etta ame-
rikkalaistumisprosessi ei naytd kiinnostavan tutki-
joita yhta paljon kuin aikaisemmin. Paapaino on
pikemmin kulttuuriperinteen tarkastelussa ja siing,
miten tyoldisind toimineet siirtolaiset saattoivat
vaikuttaa amerikkalaisten kasityksiin ja instituu-
tioihin. Sekd Tedebrandin, Auvo Kostiaisen etti
jugoslavialaisen |van éizmidin tutkielmat antavat
kuvan poliittisesti valveutuneista ja oman identi-
teettinsd sailyttdneista tyoldisistd. Hartmut Keilin
mielenkiintoinen esitys taas osoittaa, kuinka
saksalaiset siirtolaiset otivat Chicagossa 1880-iu-
vulla aktiivisesti mukana amerikkalaisten tyd&lais-
fen jarjestaytymispyrkimyksissa. Tassd kuten teok-
sen uissakin tutkielmissa olemme kauk#na perin-
teellisestda kasitteestd ‘the poor huddled masses’.

J. A Eriksson
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"1983: YEAR OF THE FINNISH AMERICAN ARCHIVES'
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Pelastaakseen arvokasta historiallista amerikansuo-
malaisuutta koskevaa materiaalia joutumasta huk-
keaan ovat tunnetut amerikansuomalaiset tutkijat
julistaneet vuoden 1983 amerikansuomalaisten
arkistojen vuodeksi. Asiaa koskevan vetoomuksen
ensimmaiset allekirjoittajat ovat K. Marianne
Wargelin-Brown, Dr. Jacob Heikkinen, Dr. John
I. Kolehmainen, Velma M. Doby, Dr. William A.
Hoglund, Russell Parta, Cart Ross ja Dr. Raymond
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W. Wargelin. Arkistomateriaalin huomattavimpia
keraajia ja tallettajia tdhan asti ovat Yhdysvalloissa
olteet Suomi College Hancockissa ja Immigration
History Research Center St. Pautissa. Nyt Suomi-
Opiston rehtori Ralph Jalkanen ja IHCR:n johtaja
Rudolf Vecoli vetoavat yhdessd kaikkiin, jotta
vuoden aikana saataisiin keratyksi tarpeeksi varoja
amerikansuomalaisten arkistojen pelastamiseksi jal-
kipolville.
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SEMINAARI SIIRTOLAISINFORMAATIOSTA

Tampereelia pidettiin 19.-22.6.1983 siirtolaisinfor-
maatiota koskeva kansainvalinen seminaari ("‘The
Role of Information in the Realization of the Hu-
man Rights of Migrants Workers’’). Kokouksen
jarjestajana toimi Tampereen vyliopiston tiedo-
tusopin laitos. Konferenssin rahoitti pddasiassa
UMNESCO. Aloitteen kokoontumisesta tekivat jo
kuusi vuotta sitten Tampereen yliopisto ja Belg-
radin yliopisto Jugoslaviasta. Konferenssissa tar-
kasteltiin siirtolaisten ihmisoikeuksien toteutumis-
ta tiedonvilityksen, lahinna joukkotiedotuksen,
alueella. Seminaarissa kartoitettiin myds Helsin-
gissd vuonna 1975 pidetyn ETY-kokouksen paa-
tOsasiakirjan toteutumista. Kyseisessd asiakirjassa-
han todettiin siirtolaisilla olevan oikeus vastaan-
ottaa didinkielellddn sédnndllisesti 1ahto- ja tulo-
maata koskevaa informaatiota. On selvai, ett3d
siirtolaisten oikeudet ovat paljolti yhteydessi
didinkielisen informaation masrdén ja laatuun.
Konferenssiin osallistui 37 edustajaa 15 eri maasta.

Seminaarissa kunkin osallistujamaan edustaja
kasitteli maansa siirtclaisuutilannetta yleensd sek3
kokouksen teeman eli siirtolaisinformaation kan-
nalta, Tarkoitus on, attd kussakin osallistujamaas-
sa aloitettaisiin oma erillinen tutkimusprojektinsa
jostain konferenssin teemaan liittyvéastd aiheesta.
Kansallisten projektien tulokset on tarkoitus
esittdd vuonna 1986 jarjestettdvassa yhteenveto-
seminaarissa.

Suomen puolelta esitettiin  alustavasti, ettd
Siirtolaisuusinstituutti ja Tampereen yliopiston
tiedotusopin laitos tutkisivat yhdessd sitd, miten
lehdistd on kasitellyt siirtolaisuutta ja siirtolaisiksi
ryhtyneitd eri historiallisina ajanjaksoina. Erityistd
huomiota kiinnitettaisiin tallGin siirtolaisuuden ja
kansailisen identiteetin valisiin yhteyksiin, Projekti
kdynnistetddn syksyllda 1983, jolloin ryhdytaan
varsinaisen tutkimussuunnitelman tekemiseen.

ismo Séderling

NORDISKA FORENINGEN FOR INVANDRAR-
OCH MINORITETS FORSKARE (NoFIM)
i samarbete med sociala uthildningen vid Hdg-

skolan i {rebro

VALLKOMNAR TILL
SEMINARIUM

NYA VAGAR FOR INVANDRAR- OCH MINORITETSFORSKNING

17 - 18 oktober 1983
Orebro, Sverige

Seminariets syfte &r att

presentera och diskutera olika forskningstraditio-
ner och angreppssatt, och modjlighaterna att til-
iampa dem p3d Invandrar- och minoritetsforsknin-
gen.

Plenarforedrag

1. Kvalitstiva metoder och hermeneutisk in-
vandrar- och minoritetsforskning.

a Kvalitativa metoder och ett hermeneutisk
synsatt.

Martti Gronfors, Helsingfors univarsitet.

b Oversikt och utvérdering av kvalitativa metoder
och hermeneutisk invandrar- och minoritets-
forskning.

Billy Ehn, Stockholms universitet.

2. Marxistisk invandrar- och minoritetsforskning.

a Ett marxistiskt synsatt. Raimo Blom, Tammer-
fors universitet.

b Oversikt och utvirdering av marxistisk invand-
rar- och minoritetsfarskning. Christian Horst,
Kgbenhavns universitet.

. Kritisk invandrar- och minoritetsforskning.

a Ett kritiskt synsatt. Chris Mullard, university
of London,

b Oversikt och utvirdering av kritisk invandrar-
och minoritetsforskning. Carotyn Swetland,
universitetet i Oslo,

De som &r intresserade for seminariet kan kontakta

Haluk Soydan

Hagskolan i Orebro

Box 923

$-701 30 Orebro

Sverige

K}



Nordiska foreningen for invandrar- och minori-
tetsforskare (NoFIM)

har som sitt syfte att framja tvarvetenskapligt
samarbete mellan forskare, larare och minoriteter
inom omrddet invandrar- och minoritetsforsk-
ning, fungera som intresseorganisation fér invand-
rar- och minoritetsforskare samt initiera och pa-
verka forskning.

Kontaktpersoner for NoFIM i de fyra nordiska
landerna ar:

Danmark

Tove Skutnabb-Kangas
Roskilde universitetscenter
Hus 21.1, postbox 260
DK-4000 Roskilde

tel. bostaden 02-32 88 73

Fintand
Taisto Hujanen

32

Tammerfors universitet
Inst fér journalistik och
forskning

SF-33101 Tammerfors 10
tel, arbetet 931-15 62 46

Norge

Suni} Loona
Skolpsykologisk kontor,
Hersleb skole

Hersieb gt 20 B

N-Oslo B

tel, arbetet 02-67 02 84

Sverige
Birgitta Ornbrant

masskomrnunikations-

Inst gruppen for samhallskunskap

Stockholms universitet
S-106 91 Stockholm
tel, arbetet 08-16 20 00



SIIRTOLAISUUSINSTITUUTIN KIRJASTOON
SAAPUNEITA JULKAISUJA

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

ABRAHAMSSON, Ulla B., Individuals meet in-
formation. An In-Depth Study of Two TV Pro-
grammes abaut immigrants. Unabridged version.
Sveriges Radio, Publik- pch Programforsknings-
avdelningen. 76 s. Fiitteet.

ABRAHAMSSON, Ulla B., N&gra invandrare ser
pd program om invandrare. Individer moter in-
formation. Rapport 2. Sveriges Radio, Publik-
och Programforskningsavdelningen 14.6.1979,43s.
ANDERSSON, Eva & al., Hemsprak i férskola och
skola i Lunds kommun. Fdrslag till lokalt handlings-
program. Utredning 1980. Lund 1980. 89 s. liit-
teet.

ANDRIC, Mile, Hemspraksundervisning for invand-
rarbarn i Sverige (1-4 v/t). Fortbildningsavdeining-
en | Malmé. Dokumentationsserie i invandrar-
fragor nr 9. Utgiven i september 1981.57 s,
BJORCK, Birgitta, Nagra problem och svarigheter
for medicinalpersonal med utldndsk utbildning,
som Onskar tjanstgdéra i svensk sjukvard. Stock-
holms universitet. Institutionsgruppen for sam-
hallskunskap. Fortsattningskurs i halso- och
sjukvirdsadministration. Varterminen 1978. 27 s.
+iiitteet.

CARLSSON, Curt, "De komma frdn dst och vast,
de komma frdn syd och nord...”” En utredning
om Svenska Kyrkan och Invandrarna. Hallstaham-
mar den 15 april 1980. 66 s.

DAHLGREN, Rune, Nagra data om ungdomar
med finskt ursprung. £n bearbetning av en rapport
om finska invandrarungdomar i Finspdng och
Vasterds. Lunds universitet. Augusti 1987.
EDBERG, Liilemor & HOLMEGAARD, Margareta,
Invandrareleven i gymnasieskoelan. Faktorer som
paverkar studiesituationen samt forslag till for-
sbksverksamhet. Sprins- projektet 16-1982. Gate-
borgs universitet.

EINARSSON, Elisabeth, Undervisning av invand-
rarelever ) amnet svenska - i vanlig kiass. Fortbild-
ningsavdelningen i Malmé. Dokumentanonsserie i
invandrarfragor nr. 3. Utgiven augusti 1981.
EJERHED, Eva & HENRYSSON; Inger (Utgivare),
Tvasprakighet. Foredrag fradn tredje Nordiska
Tvasprékighetssymposiet 4-5 juni 1980, Umed
universitet. Acta Universitatis Umensis. Umeéd
Studies in the Humanities 36. Kungilv 1981.
322s.

EKBERG, Jan, Inkomsteffekter av invandring.
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