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l n  1972 ,  t he  Pub l i c  A rch i ves  o f  Canada
(he re ina f t e r ,  P .A .C . )  es tab l i shed  t he  Na t j o -

nal Ethnic Archives Programme to ensure

the preservation of the cultural heri tage of

that third of Canada's populat;on which is
ne i l he ,  F rench ,  B r ; t i sh ,  no r  Na l j ve  j n  o r i g j n .
Inasmuch as this group of ethno,cultural

minoti t ies includes the F inno-Canadians,

the Programme has also been concerneo
w i th  t he  documen ta t i on  o f  t he  F inn i sh

Canad ian  he r i t age .  I n  rhe  d i scha rge  o f

t h i s  pa r t  o f  i t s  manda te ,  t he  Na t i ona l  E thn i c
Archives Programme has made and conti .

nues to make great str ides in expanding the

oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  r esea rch  on  t he  F inn i sh

Canad ian  commun i t y .

For example, it is now relatively easy
for researchers to pick out sources relating
to  F inn ish  Canad jans  f rom rhe  pub l ic
records of the government. As its oonrnDu-
tion to the National Ethnic Archives pro-
gramme, the Public Becords Djvjsjon has
undertaken to identi l 'y and list the major
sources concerning all the ethno-cultural
minorit ies in rhe records of the various
department and agencies for which it is
responsible. (The Record Groups dealing
exc lus ive ly  w i th  immjgra t ion  mat rers  have
been excluded from this l isting since they
must of necessity be consulted by the rese-
archer.) lt is expected that this l ist wil l be
edited and published in some form in the



near future. To place this important task
into its proper perspective, it should be
emphasized the public records are one of
the most ertensive bodies of materials
relating to Finnish Canadians in existence
and most of these records are open to the
pu b  l i c .

The most important Record Groups
re la t ing  to  F inn ish  Canad ians  are :  Agr icu l '
ture (charged also with the responsibil i ty
fo r  immigra t ion  un t i l  1905) ,  lmmigra t ion ,
C i r i zensh ip  Branch,  Roya l  Canad ian  Moun '

ted  Po l lce .  Ex terna l  A f fa i rs ,  Canad ian
National Railways, Secretary of State,
Labour ,  M i l i t ia  and Defence.  Natura l l y ,
rhese and the olher Record Groups prrma.
ri ly deal with the federal government's
re la t ions  w i th  the  F inn ish  Canad ian  com'
mun i ly .

On the other hand, for a view oJ the
Canad ian  scene f rom a  who l ly  F inn ish
Canadian perspective, the researcher would
have to  examine the  ho ld ings  o f  the  Manu-
script Division which is responsible for
the papers and records of private indivi-
dua ls  and organ iza t ions .  There  he  w i l l  f ind
documantation created by Finnish Canadian
individuals and organizations. For the rnost
par t ,  these ho ld ings  o f  F inn ish  Canad ian
archival material have directly resulted from
the ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  Nat iona l  E thn ic  Arch ives
in co'operation with the Finnish Canadian
commun r ty .

At present, the largest collection of
Finnish Canadian material is the records of
the Finnish Organization ol Canada (herein-

after, F.O.C.), the oldest national organi-
za t ion  o f  F inns  in  Canada (es t .  1911) .1
These records (approximately 30 metres)
extensively document the various activit ies
o f  the  F .O.C.  and i t s  (approx imate ly  100)
loca ls ,2  the  Vapaus Pub l ish ing  Company3
and the F.O.C.'s predecessor organizations
at  the  na t iona l  and loca l  leve ls .  Inc luded
are such records as those of Raitt ius Yhdis-
tys "Taimi", the Finnish Society of Toronto

2

and the  "Yr i tys"  A th le t i c  C lub ,  a l l  o f  wh ich
were established in Toronto during the
first decade ot the twentieth century.4 Ma-
te r ia ls  re la t ing  to  Lannen Rusko,S So in-
tu la6  and the  Vancouver  Eu i ld ing  Company
LimitedT probably document the earlrest
development of the temperance, utopian
socialist and co'operative n)ovements within
the  F inn ish  Canad ian  communi ty .  Other
mater ia ls  in  the  co l lec t ion  de l ineate  the
s ign i f i can t  F inn ish  Canad ian  invo lvement  in
the radical union movement, particularly in
un ion ism in  the  min ing  and lumber ing  rn -
dustries.S lt also shows much of the general
cu l lu ra l ,  po l r t i ca l ,  soc ia l  and economic
deve lopment  o t  the  F inn ish  Canad ian
communi ty  and i t s  in te r - re la t ions  w i th
Canad ian  soc ie ty  as  a  who le ,  the  Un i ted
States, Finland and, to a lesser degree,
Sov ie t  Kare l ia .

Another most interesting collection that

has been recently acquired is that of St.
Michae l ' s  F inn ish  Lu theran Church  (es t .

1932) of Montreal. ,ncluded in th;s material

are the records of the Church's predecessor,

the  F inn ish  lmmigrant  Home,  wh ich  was

es tab l i shed dur ing  the  mid '1920 's  and
continued to operate through the pcak
years  o f  the  immigra t ion  f rom F in land

until the Great Depression closed Canadian
por ts  to  F inn ish  immigrants .  Th is  mater ia l

is equally useful in demos(rating the role of
Montreal as a stopover point and gateway

to the rest of Canada for the Finnish immi-
grants as it is in showing how the relatively

small, permanently settled Finnish Canadian
communi ty  fa red  in  a  mixed French-Eng l ish

environment.9
Other  no tewor thy  co l lec t ions  o f  F inn ish

Canad ian  records  inc lude:  the  F inn ish

Canadian Amateur Sports Federation and
the "Yritys" Athletic Club of Toronto,
part of whose records are also found in the
F.O.C.  co l lec t ion ;  10  The F inn ish  War
Veterans in Canada, Montreal Branch
(es t .  1935) ;  11  vapaa Sana (es t .  1931) ;12
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t he  l v l on t rea l  Suomi  Soc ie t y  (es t .  1927 ) ;13

and ,  as  we l l ,  r eco rds  o f  seve ra l  F i nn i sh

organizations in VancouvFr that have yet

to be processed.

The private papers ot jndividuals include:

Eeva  So ra ;  V ih to r  Kangas ;  W i l l i am  Ek lund ;

Aa rne  R i t a r i ,  Hans  Pu l kk inen .  A l l  o f  t hese

co l l ec t i ons  documen t  i n  one  way  o r  ano the r

the  i nd i v i dua l  and  co l l ec t i ve  expe r i ence  oJ

the  F  i nns  i n  Canada .

l n  add i t i on  t o  t hese  F inn i sh  Canad ian

sources, the lvlanuscripl Division has other

col lect ions which contain incidental refe

rences to the Finns in Canada. lMost impor'

tant of these are the papers of the Prime

l \ , 4 i n i s te r s  and  o the r  pub l i c  o f J l c i a l s .  F i nn i sh

Canad ian  i nvo l vemen t  i n  F ron t i e r  Co l l ege l4

and  the  Mackenz ie -Pap ineau  Ba t ta l i on l5

suggests thar the records of these organi.

zation also include material relat ing to the

Finns. However, as these incidental sources

have  no t  been  i ndexed  fo f  t he i r  F i nn i sh  Ca '

nadian content, i t  is up to the researcher to

search them out.

Since the custodial and refeeence ser-

v i ces  o f  t he  P .A .C .  a re  d i v i ded  a long  med ia

l i nes ,  non -manusc r i p t  F i nn i sh  Canad ian

documentation is avai lable in the appro-

p r i a te  d i v i s i on  o r  sec t i on .  Fo r  examp le ,

numerous photographs from the F.O.C.

and  'Y r i t y s '  A lh l e t i c  C lub  co l l ec t i ons  a re

now in the custody of the National Photo-



graphy Collection. Likewise. sound recor-

dings from the F.O.C. and St. l\4ichael's

Lutheran Church collections have been
given to the care of the Sound Archives.l6

Finnish badges and buttons have been

added to the National Medal Collection.lT
Moreover. many of these units have other

material of their own relating to Finnish

Canadians. The National Photography Col"
lection, for example, has a very extensive

collection of photographs, thousands of

which focus on immigration, s€ttlements,
lumbering, mining and other subjects. Na-

turally, some of them include evidence of

Finnish Canadians and their activit ies.

The same applies to the Sound Archives,

Film Archives, and National Map Collection,

inasmuch as they too may have material of

interest in their holdings.

Of clurse, the Public Archives Library

should also be mentioned. The Library has

a large collection of books and pamphlets
(including a rare clpy ot a pamphlet aut-

hored by Peter Kalm concerning Swedish
interests in North America). many of which
reflect upon the l ife of Finnish Canadians,
on the areas in which they settled. and on

the industries in which they were employed.
Also, several t it les on Finnish Canadian

subjects have been donated to the Iibrary.
In  conc lus ion ,  i t  i s  ev ident  tha t  the

P.A.C. has many sources relating to the
F inn ish  Canad ian  communi ty .  M ic ro f  i lmed

copies ot som€ of the material are avail-

able to researchers €ven in Finland through
In ter - l ib ra ry  loan.  Or ig ina ls  may be  consu l '

ted 24 hours a day, 365 days a year at the
Public Archives in Ottawa. The only excep-

tions to free access to any of the above-

mentioned materials are those c!l lections

temporarily restricled during the processing

procedure. those private collections which
have been restricted by their donors and
government records of recent date. There-

fore, anyone contemplating research at the
P.A.C.  shou ld  f  i r s t  enqu i re  in  wr i t ing  to :
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N O T E S

lOrig inal ly  incorporated as the Finnish Socia-

l is t  Organizat ion of  Canada (Canadan Suomalai_

nen Soslal is t i  J6r jesto) ,  the Finnish Organizat ion

of  Canada (Canadan Suomalainen Jar jestd)  was

re- incorporated in 1923 under i ts  present name.
2These locals were spread al l  across canada

from Ouebec to Br i t ish Columbia,  of  which only

a handful  are in operat ion ioday.  As such,  their

records can give a nat ion-wide sanrpl ing of  the
"F innish fact"  in Canada.

3-fh i"  
"o-pany 

was f i rs t  organized in 1917

to publish the VaPa1ls, ar onertme a daily news
paper,  and i t  s ta l l  cont inues to p!b l ish a news-
paper wl th the ^ame ol  Vi ikkoianodar ("Weekty

News") .  In i ts  heyday,  Vapaus Publ ishing Com'

pany was a thr iv ing concern whrch also publ ished

a l i terary weekly,  a number of  per iodicals and

books in the Finnish language. l r  a lso operated a

travel  agency,  foreign currency exchange and

branch s lores in several  Canadian c i l ies.  Al l  aspects

of  i ts  many act iv i t ies are represenied ar  lhe P.A.C.
4 Rui t t i r .  Yhdistys "Taimi" ,  th€ Fannish

Soci€ty of  Toronto {To.onton Suomalainen

Seural  and "Yr i tys"  Athl€t ic  Club (Ufhei lu ja

Voimiste lu Seura "Yr i tys")  i l lusrate how the immi
grant  Finnt  f i rs t  desire was to c.eate an envrron-

ment which wouod promote moral ,  cul tural  and
physical  soundness wi th in h imsel f  and his country-

men -  in tact ,  to provide the socia l  serv ices which

were not  provlded by his adopted land.
5 L,nnen Rusko establ ished in 1890 In Norrh

Wel l ington,  B.  C,  -  was the f i rs t  F innish rempe-

rance society,  to be founded in Canada.
6 Sointula,  the f i rs t  F innish Canadian utopian

socral is t  community was establ ished on Malcolm

ls land just  of f  the coast  of  Vancouver ls land in

1901. One ol  the ventures of  thrs colony was to
publ ish ,4 iAr,  the f i rsr  Finnish per iodical  to be
pr inted in Canada. ln th€ col lect ion ol  Aika at

the P.A.C. are included a number of  issues which

do not  appear to have surv ived elsewhere.
7 wh, l "  . "pu.ut"  records for  " lso Paja,"  a

Toronto ta i lo  rs '  cooperat ive {1902 1913) conrem-
por€ry v!r th the Vancouve. Eur ld ing Socrety,  do

not appear to exist  in rhe Finnish Organizai ion

of  Canada Col lect ion,  the connect ions between
" lso Paja" and the Finnish Socrely of  Toronro



were so c lose as to suggest  there mighl  be an inter .

m r n g l r n g  o i  r e c o r o s .  f o r  I n l o r m a r ' o n  c o n c e r n i n g
" lso Paja,"  see J- ! ! .  Ahlqvist  ledl ,  ca ad. t ,

suonahnrcn Jaiestd 25 rrof td (Sudbury:  Va-

p a u s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y ,  1 9 3 6 ) .
I  Accoroing to Satu Bepo, "The Br9 Shop:

Frnnish lmmrgrani  Tai lors in Toronto.  f , r i

t faga: i , i r ,  lX 5 6 (Nov.  Dec.  1975),  p 31,  the

F.O.C.t  involvement wi th both the radrcal  labour

4nd polr t  car  movemenls hd5 'nc luded dl  \ome l rme

tederat jon wirh the One Bi9 Union,  the Socia l is i

Party of  Canada, the Socral  Democr3f lc  Pdrty of

Canada and the Communist  Par iy of  Canada.

The degree of  the F.O.C. s past  suppor l  of  these

movemenls would doubr lessly be of  r^ lerest  to

histor ians who specia l i2e rn the studV of  the

9 Fo,  resea.che.s in "migrat ion history,"

deral led cards of  informar ion re lat ing ro arr ivals
in [ ,4ont .eal  ar  the Frnnish lmmigr.nt  Home
(Suomalainen Si i r to la is kotr)  should be of  par l i -

10 The ,espect  tot  founan.e dic lated that

lhe apparenr ly misplaced" records oI  lhe Frnn'sh

Canadian Amateur Sports Federat ion (Suomalais

Canadalaisten Amatoor i  Urhei lu L i i t to)  should
, e m a i n  w  t h  i h e  F . O . C .  c o l l e c t i o n  a s  f o u n d  L i k e

wrse,  some records of  ihe "Yr i tys"  Alh ler ic  Club

are to be retarned together wi th rhe Finnish

Society of  Toronto mater ia l  a lso in rhe same

F  O . C .  c o l l e c l i o n .
l l  T h e  F l n n r s h  W a r  V e l e r a n s  i n  C a n a d a  ( S u o -

men Asevel je(  C!nadass?) was or ig inal ly  founde. l

by ex.memir€rs of  the "White Guard" of  rhe
Finnish Civ i l  War but  was larer  broadened ro inc lu

de the veterans of  the Wrnler  War and the Con

lrnud(ron War l ts  maior  t res were wrth the parent

organizat ion In Fin land untr l  another branch was

recent ly founded in Toronto.
12 Vapaa So,to ("Free Press")  was or ig inal ly

touDded by drssrdent  mernbers oJ the F.O.C.

who al l ied themselves wrth a moderarely socja l is t
party,  the Canadian Commonweal th Federat ion
( C . C . F . ) .  T h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c r i o n  r e l a t e s

ro rhai  ear ly peIod.  ThE Vrpnr Sdna,Incidental ly .

st i l l  appears toddy as a iwic€weekly newspaper

but  rs now pol i t ical ly  independent o l  a l l  party

13 Tr 'e r r , t t  adive Montreat  Suomr Society
( M o n t r e a l i n  S u o m r  S e u r a l  w a s  a r  o n e  t r m e  a
reading force behind the i t tempt to esrab ish ihe

Central  Organ!zai ion oi  Loyal  Frnns In Canada
( K a n a d a n  K a n s a l l i s m i e l l s i e n  S u o i n a l a i s l e n  L i i t t o )
as a nal ional  federat icn fof  a l l  po| |cal ly  conser.

vat ive Finnish Canadians.  Indeed, rhe centra l  of f ice

once had even been located in l \4ontreal .  Conse-

quent ly,  i t  is  not  surpr is ing that  som€ of  the of f ic€

records are also included in the N4ontreal  Suomi

Society mater ia ls.
14 Front ier  Col lege,  which operated in Canada

dor ing the f i rs t  hal t  of  the t l rent ietb cenlury,

sought to teach the rudiments of  the Engl ish

language and other essent ia l  subjects to the nev! ly

arr ived immigrant .  In mining towns and lumber

camps, Front ier  Col legp teachers to i led alongside

iheir  s tudents by day and gave them their  lessons

by nighr.  Inc luded among the students of  Front ier

Col lege were many F inns.  The Col lege's manuscr ipt

and phclographac records document some ot  i is

act iv i t ies dmong the Finns,
1 5  f h e  M a c k e n z r e  P a p r n e a u  B a r a t , o n  w a s

formed as a Canadian volunteer uni t  in 1937 to

f ight  against  the fofces of  General  Franco in the

Spanish Civ i l  War-  An est imated ten percent  of

th is Canadian cont ingent was mad€ up of  Finnish

Canadians and whose ranks were aLrgmented by

h a n d f u l s  o f  F i n n i s h  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  F i n n i s h  n a r i o -

na,s as wel l .  The records ot  the Barraj jon,  lor

example,  Include the account oI  Jules P; iv io,
16 of  part icula.  interest  are the recorded

sermons of  the late Pastor  John Yrt jmaa of  St .

Michael  e Finnish Lulheran Church (Pyhan Mr '

kae in suomalainen ev.  luter i la in€n Seurakuntal

and var ious tapes of  broadcasts made (pr incipal ly

by Er ic Kuutt i )  for  CBCt Overseas Service to

Finland.  lMost  of  ih is mater ia l  dares to the 1950's

and 1960's.
17 t r ' is  marer ia l  inc ludes burrons,  r ibbons and

lapel  p ins which were used for  ident i fy ing part i -

c ipants of  var ious Finnish Canadian fest ivals or

for  d isplaying an indivrdual 's  otgaaizat ianal  a l t i l t -

Jarkuu s ivu l la  9 .


