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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A

Change

was to  rec ru i t  immig ran t s .  Th i s  agen t

received a one way passage to Finland and

a  sma l l  sum o f  money ;  h i s  r e tu rn  passage

and  { i na l  paymen t  depended  on  h i s  success

in  a t t r ac t i ng  se t t l e r s . l  F rom 1895  to  1899

the  C .P .R . ,  t oo ,  sha red  t h i s  i n l e res t  i n  t he

F inns  and  i t s  agen t ,  N .D -  Enn i s ,  u fged

F inns  t o  t r ave l  t o  " sunny  Canada  and

become  r i ch . "2  Thus ,  by  t he  t u rn  o f  t he

cen tu ry ,  Canada  was  mak ing  de l i be ra te

e f f o r t s  t o  encou rage  t he  immig ra t i on  o f

f inns, a "stLrrdy, honest, hard working,

God - i ea r i ng  f o l k ,  used  t o  ha rdsh ip  and

1o i l ,  ob l i ged  t o  ba t t l e  r n  o rde r  t o  l i ve . "3

The  1901  census  shows  the re  we re

2500  F inns  i n  Canada .  Th i s  f i gu re  rose

d ra rna t i ca l l y  t o  15 ,497  i n  1911  and  t o

21 .494  i n  1921 .  App rox lmare l y  10  9 ' o

o f  t he  F jnns  who  JeJ t  F in l and  du r i nq  t he

f i r s t  two  decades  o f  t h i s  cen tu ry  wen t

c j i r ec t l y  t o  Canada -4  Many  o the rs  c rossed

the  bo rde r  i n ro  Canada  a f t e r  a  pe r i od  i n

the  Un i t ed  S ta tes .

W i th  t he  ou tb reak  o f  wa r  i n  l 9 i 4

F inn i sh  immig ra t i on  v i r t ua l l y  ceased  and

d id  no t  r ecommence  un t i l  t he  1920s  du r i ng
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lmmigration Patterns

Desp i te  repor ts  tha t  some F inns  came to
Canada be fore  1867,  i t  i s  l i ke lv  the  f i rs t

ones afrived from Alaska shortly after

RLrss ia  so ld  tha t  te r r i to ry  to  the  Un i ted

Sta tes .  Other  F  inns  may have en tered

eastern  Candda v ra  the  Unr (ed  Sra tes  pr io r  to
1875.  In  any  case the  f i rs t  per iod  o f  ma jor
F inn ish  immigra t ion  to  th is  count ry
occur red  be tween 1880 and 1914.  l ,4os t

o l  these F inns  were  fa rmers  and some o f

them ar t i sans  f rom F in land 's  westernmost
prov inces .  As  w i th  many Scand inav ian
immigranls to Canada, a good many had

or ig ina l l y  emiqra ted  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,

and fo r  a  var ie ty  o f  reasons ,  no t  the  leas t

of which was the prospect of good, cheap

iand and jobs  'n  'a i lway  cons t ruc t ion ,

decided to move northward-

By  1893 the  Canad ian  government  had

become aware  o f  the  des i rab i l i t y  oJ  F inn ish

immigra t ion  to  the  po in t  o f  es tab l i shrng

a " re tu rn  man"  in  F in land whose job  i r
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N.B.According to Stat is t ics Canada, "Finnish" is  a person who c la ims his molher tongue
to be Finnish,  or  whose father 's  mother tonque is Finnish.



which decade a peak number of 30,000

entered  the  count ry .5  The in f lux  o f  th is

decade is  exp la inab le  in  par t  because o f  the

in t roduc t ion  o f  an  immigrant  quota  sys tem

in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  in  1924.  Thus  many

Amer ica-bound emigran ts  were  de f lec ted  to
Canada.  The depress ion  o f  the  1930s and
the  Second Wor ld  War  b rought  immigra t ion

to  an  a lmost  comple te  s tands t i l l .  Then

once aga in  another  wave o f  immigra t ion

took  shape,  and in  the  two decades a f te r
1946,  20 ,000 F inns  came to  Canada to
se t t le .6  By  the  1960s,  however ,  immigra t ion

had s lowed somewhat  and the  number
o f  F inns  en ter ing  Canada fe l l  under  '1000

per  year .7

Settlement Patterns

A l though F  inn ish-Canad ians  can be

found in  every  p rov ince  and te r r i to ry ,

except  Pr ince  Edward  Is land,  they  are

main ly  concent ra ted  in  Ontar io  and Br i t i sh

Co lumbia  (see Tab le  1  ) .  Twenty - f  i ve  years

ago,  the i r  numbers  were  a lmost  equa l ly

d iv ided be tween ru ra l  and urban domic i le

\2O, ' lO2 ru ra l ;  23 ,643 urban) .  The 1971

census ,  however ,  revea ls  an  overwhe lming
predominance o f  u rban-based F inns  (44 ,925

to  14 ,290) .  The four  la rges t  u rbanconcent ra -

t ions  o f  F inns  ( in  descend ing  order )  a re

Toronto ,  Thunder  Bay ,  Vancouver  and

Sudbury .  Thunder  Bay  and Sudbury  rep-

resent  "o ld"  F inn ish  se t t lement ;  Toronto 's

and Vancouver 's  F inn ish  communi t ies ,  on

the  o ther  hand,  have grown enormous ly

s ince  Wor ld  War  l l .

Or ig ina l l y  engaged fo r  the  most  par t

in  ra i l road bu i ld ing ,  min ing ,  lumber ing

and mixed fa rming .  F inn ish  immigrants  in

the  f i rs t  ha l f  o f  the  twent ie th  century

concent ra ted  in  the  Sudbury 'Copper  C l i f f

Sault Ste. l\4arie area of northern Ontario

and the  Por t  Ar thur  -  For t  Wi l l iam (or

Thunder Bay District) of northwestern

Ontar io .  In  wes le rn  Canada,  F inns  were

1 4

to  be  found in  the  Red R iver  Va l ley  and
west  o f  Winn ipeg in  Man i toba;  a t  Tanta l lon ,
Wape l la  and Whi tewood (commonly  ca l led
"New F in land" )  in  southeas tern  Saskatche-
wan near the l\,4anitoba border; at Sylvan
Lake,  west  o f  Red Deer  in  A lber ra ;  ano rn
the  env i rons  o f  Nana imo on Vancouver
ls land.  Those who were  no t  ru ra l ,based
worked as  genera l  labou.ers ,  in  se , .v ice
indus t r ies ,  and o f ten  as  sk i l led  workers ,
espec ia l l y  carpenters .  S ing le  women and
those mar r ied  women who worked ou ts ide
the  home were  o f ten  domest ic  servants ,
maros  or  more  recen y  c lean ing  lad ies .

I I .  F INNS IN  THUNDER BAY:
A CASE STUDY

The F inns  who came to  nor thwestern

Ontar io  se t t led  in  bo th  c i t ies  wh ich  now

form Thunder  Bay  -  Por t  Ar thur  and

For t  Wi l l iam as  we l l  as  the  sur round ing

rura l  a reas .  A  thorough s tudy  has  ye t  to

be made o f  F inns  in  the  townsh ips ,  bu t

i t  i s  known tha t  many se t t led  there  be fore

Wor ld  War  LB There  is  no  f i rm ev idence

at  th is  t ime about  the  number  o f  F inns

in  e i ther  Canada or  Thunder  Bay  be fore

1 9 0 0 .  D u r i n g  l h a l  y e a r ,  6 8 2  F i n n s  i m m i

gra ted  to  Canada and the  numbers  inc reased,

though by  no  means even ly ,  un t i l  Wor id

W a r  l .  I n  1 9 1 3  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  n u m b e r s  p e a k e d

at  3 ,183 and then fe l l  dec is ive ly  be low

the 500 mark .9  What  p ropor t ion  o f  these

came to  Thunder  Bay  is  no t  cer ta in .  The

1901 census  does  no t  ment ion  F inns  in

e i ther  Por t  Ar thur  o r  For t  Wi l l iam;  apparent -

l y  they  were  c lassed as  e i ther  Russ ians  or

Scand inav ians .  The Turku  s tudy  o f  F inn ish

emigra t ion  in  1905 repor ts  tha t  about

3O.1 '/. oI the Finns to Canada came to

P o r r  A r t h u r  a n d  F o r t  W i l l i a m . l 0  T n e  1 9 1 1

census ,  on  the  o ther  hand,  revea ls  tha t

10.6 o/. ot Canada's Finns resided in Port

Ar thur  and For t  Wi l l iam dur ing  tha t  year . l  l

The discrepancy between these two sets of



f igures suggests that there are too many

var iab le  fac to rs  to  de termine prec lse ly

what  p ropor t ion  o f  Canada 's  F inns  came

to  Thunder  Bay .  The Turku  s ta t i s t i cs  inc lude

anyone who gave h is  des t ina t ion  as  Por t

Ar thur  o r  For t  Wi l l iam and u l t imate ly

moved on  to  the  ru ra l  a reas  ou ts ide  Thun-

der  Bay ,  bu t  they  exc lude F inns  who came

to  Canada v ia  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  The census

inc ludes  those F inns  in  Canada who immi -

gra ted  v ia  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  bu t  exc ludes

those l i v ing  in  ru ra l  a reas .  A l though i t  i s

no t  poss ib le  to  g ive  an  accura te  account

o f  annua l  F inn ish  immigra t ion  to  Thunder

B a y ,  i t  i c  c e r l a i n  t h d t  b y  1 9 1  l ,  d l  l e a s l

1643 F inns  res ided in  the  c i t ies  o f  Por t

Ar thur  and For t  Wi l l iam,  compr is ing  5 .9  %

o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n . l 2  B y  1 9 1 3  F i n n s

exceeded 1O % o f  the  to ta l  popu la t ion  o f

Por t  Ar thur  and a  contemporary  observer

made note  o f  the  prominence o f  the  "F inn

Co lony  "  in  bo th  c i t ies .13

As they  sought  to  bu i ld  a  new l i fe

in  th is  a rea ,  the  F inns  came in to  contac t

w i th  o ther  Canad ians  and immigrants

r h r o u g h  t h e i r  w o r k .  A t  t h e  s a m e  I i m e ,

they  fo rmed organ iza t ions  w i th in  the i r

own e thn ic  communi ty  churches ,  tempe-

rance soc ie t ies ,  and work ingmen 's  assoc ia -

t ions .  There  is  no  ev idence tha t  F inns

es tab l i shed any  fo rmal  o rgan iza t ions  in

Thunder  Bay  be fore  1896,  a t  wh ich  t ime

the  F inn ish  Lu theran Church  was fo rmed in

Por t  Ar thur .  Unt i l  then  ceremonies  such as

bapt ism,  mar r iage and bur ia l  had been

conducted  a t  S t .  John 's  Ang l ican  Church

where  the  min is te r  had learned to  read

in  F inn ish . la  As  w i th  many o ther  e thn ic
groups .  re l ig ious  organ iza t ions  became the

foca l  po in t  o f  many F inns '  se l f - iden t i t y . l5

Genera l l y  speak ing  those F inns  who d id

not  assoc ia te  w i th  the  church  in  Thunder

Bay jo ined some soc ia l i s t  o rgan iza t ion  or

o ther .  The or ig ins  o f  the  so 'ca l led  Whi te

Red sp l i t  among the  F inns  in  Canada is .

there fore ,  a t  leas t  seventy - f i ve  years  o ld .

The Church

At  the  tu rn  o f  the  twent ie th  century ,

th ree  F inn ish  congregat ions  came in to

be ing  in  Thunder  Bay  the  Aposto l i c

Lu theran Church  (commonly  known as  the

Laestad ians) ,  the  Por t  Ar thur  F inn ish

Lutheran Church ,  and the  For t  Wi l l iam

Finn ish  Lu theran Church  founded in  1897.

The Aposto l i c  Church  was the  cent re  o f

l i fe  fo r  i t s  members .  Dr ink ing  was fo rb idden

and thus  the  need fo r  jo in ing  any  temperan-

ce  soc ie ty  was prec luded.  The Laes tad ians

were  a lso  s t rong ly  an t i -un ion  and kept

apar l  f ' om labour  and soc ia l i s t  ac l i v i t ies

as  much as  poss ib le .  Genera l l y ,  they  re -

mained a loo f  f rom assoc ia t ion  w i th  the i r

fe l low F inns  and wath  the  w ider  Eng l ish-

speak ing  communi ty  o f  Thunder  Bay .

The Por t  Ar thur  F inn ish  Lu theran

congregat ion  was fo rmed in  1896.  The

fo l low ing  year  land was donated  to  the

congregat ion  and a  church  was bu i l t .  The

next  iew years  the  congregat ion  exper ienced

a per iod  o f  g rowth .  Regu lar  worsh ip  ser -

v ices  and Sunday Schoo l  were  he ld ,  a
cho i r  was  fo rmed,  and var ious  p icn ics  and

spec ia l  ac t  i v i t ies  were  sponsored.

The long-standing feud between church-
go ing  F inns  and an t ichurch ,  usua l ly  soc ia l i s t ,
F inns  began to  heat  up  a f te r  '1910.  Church
F inns  charged tha t  the i r  serv ices  were
be ing  d is rup ted .  "On Sundays  and o ther
days;" they charged, "when divine service

is  be ing  he ld  in  the  church ,  the  soc ia l i s ts
no is i l y  and open ly  en ter  and d is tu rb  them

and the i r  worsh ip . "  The soc ia l i s ts  were
described as "a wicked and ungodly people

who openly break marriage vows and
exchange w ives . "16  For  the  soc ia l i s ts ,
the church represented the oppressors,

the  "h i red  hands o f  cap i ta l i s ts , " '  and
preached the "degradation of l i le."17
ln  F in land the  F inn ish  Lu theran Church
at  tha t  t ime he ld  mns iderab le  secu la r  as
we l l  as  sp i r i tua l  power  and in f luence wh ich



was cont inuous ly  be ing  cha l lenged by  the
r is ing  soc ia l i s t  movement .  But  in  Thunder
Bay be fore  Wor ld  War  l ,  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t
the  church  seems to  have been nore  sym
bol ic  than reo l .  A l though church  member .
sh ip  l i s ts  a re  no t  ex tan t ,  a l l  cv idence po in ts
t o  r h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  c h u r c h  g o i n g  F i n n s
forn ]ed  a  minor i ty  o f  the  F inn ish  popu la t ion
of  p re  Wor ld  War  i  Por t  Ar thur  and p fo t rab ly
F o r t  W i l l i a m  a s  w e l l .  B a p t i s m a  ,  m a r r i a g e
and bu f ia l  f igures , l  8  however ,  seem ro
'ndrca te  a  cont inu ing  des i re  to  tu fn  to  the
church  to  per fo rm t rad i t iona l  ceremonta
r i tes  even thougS -unU o f  these F  inns
were  cer ta rn ly  no t  ac t rve  men- rbers  o f  the
congregat  ion .

F o r  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  s o c i e t y  i n  T h u n d e r
8ay ,  however ,  rhe  F inn ish  cnurcn  was
seen in  a  d i f fe ren t  l igh t .  l t  was  in  the  church
tha l  the  seeds  o f  fu tu re  Canad ian  c i t i zens
of  mer j t  were  to  l )e  {ound l9  For  e , rampte ,
l \4ayor  O l iver  o f  Por t  Ar thur ,  in  n rs  speecn
to  the  Nat iona l  Church  Convenr  on  rn
' 1 9 1 4  

s a i d  t h a t  " h e  h a d  f o u n d  F i n n i s h
set t le rs  o t  the  Lu theran fa i lh  to  be  most
desr rab le  c i t rzens  . . . .  and  they  cor r ld  da
m u c h  t o  h e l p  t h e  c i v i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d
E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f
Canad ian iz ing  the i r  peop le  and teach ing
them our  laws,  e tc .  "2  0

T h u s  i n  t h e  p r e - W o r 1 d  W a r  l s r s ,  t h s
F inn ish  imnt ig ran t  church  seems to  have
been more  s ign i f i can t  fo r  i t s  ideo log ica l
S tance than fo r  r ts  capac i ty  fo r  ac t ion .
Whi le  the  church  qrew s lowly  and fosrered
in te rna l  conv ic t ions  wh ich  wou id  be  t rans
m i t t e d  l o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t r o n s ,  | l  w d \  f l - e
soc ia l i s ts  who ran  jn  e lec t ions ,  bu i l t  pu l t l i c
ha l l s ,  pub l i shed newspapers ,  anu genera ly
captured  the  l ime l igh t .

Temperance Societies

T h e  f r r s t  F i n n i s h  n o n - r e l r g i o u s  o , 9 a n i
zations to be fqrrnq6 in ThuRder Bay were
ti-re temperance societies. Temperance as a

cause had taken roo t  in  F in land dur ing  the
ias t  ha l f  o f  the  n ine teenth  century .2 l
and many immigrants  to  Canada shared i t s
jdeaJs .  namely  the  encouragemenl  o l  an
ac t ive ,  mora l  l i fe  uncontaminatec l  by  a lco
h o l .  I n  P o r t  A r t h u r  t h e  " U u s i  y r i t y s  R a i t -
t iusseura"  o r  "New At tempt  Temperance
Soc ie ty "  was  fo rmed on February  23 .
190222 and in  For t  Wi  iam,  t l re , 'poh ian
kukka"  o r  "Nor thern  F lower , ,  hac i  i t s
beg inn ings  about  t l ' te  same t ime_23 For  a
few years  the  Pof t  Ar thur  o rganrzaaron
was very  ac t ive .  Dances ,  soc ia ls ,  p lays ,
concer ts  and debates  were  sponsored and a
mutua l  a id  soc ie ly  to r  med Membefsh ip
rose rap id ly .  Ac t iv i t ies  were  la rge ly  con-
l ined ,  however ,  to  the  F inn ish  communi ty .
In  lac t  an  inv i ta t ion  to  jo in  the  Roya l
Templars  Temperance Soc ie ty  was tu rnecJ
down.24

From about  1905 i t  appears  tha l  the
c e n t r e  o f  F i n n i s h  a c t i v i t y  i n  p o r t  A r t h u r
began to  sh i f t  i t s  focL ts  f ro rn  temperance
to  workrngmen 's  o rgan lza t ions ,  and be fore
Wor  ld  War  I  the  fo r  mer  was to ta l l y  s !b
r n e  g o d  l , y  l h p  / d r t e , .  T h F  r , S l  t e e l t n g  t O

d iscLrss  the  poss ib i l i r y  o f  a  soc ia l i s l  o rgan i
za t ron  was he ld  a t  the  end o f  February ,
t y u J '  .  A  r p ! , u  l o n . l r \  l d t e r  \ d ! !  t 1 e  l o J
d lng  o f  such an  organ iza t ion  known as
lmat ra / /9 ,  a  b ranch o f  a  Brook lyn-based
f  rnnrs ' t  Ar ) )p  (dn  wor  !  rng-nen \  d \soc id l ron
In te res t ing ly ,  a t  leas t  four  o f  the  found ing
men]bers  o f  th is  o rgan iza t ion  were  a lso
memt)ers  o l  the  temperance soc ie ty .26
Ear ly  e f fo r ts  a t  fo rmal  coopera t ion  Derween
the  temperance soc ie ty  and lmat ra /Fg made
l i t t le  p rogress  The cause wh ich  orew rnem
together  Was a  common concern  to  reduce,
r f  no t  re rnove,  the  eva ls  o f  a icoho l .  Soc ia l i s l
ob lec t ives ,  no  less  than temperance ones ,
cou ld  no t  be  a t ta ined r f  the  rank ,and. f i le
in rb jbed rn  the  excesses  o f  s t rong dr ink .
D iscuss ions  concern ing  the  erec t ion  o f  a
common bu i ld ing ,  however ,  p roved f ru i t less .
In  1905 membersh ip  In  the  temperance



soclety was double that in lmatra // 9.21

Then,  f rom 1906 to  1909,  a  s ign i f i can t

shift of members occurred from the tem-

perance to  the  work ingmen 's  soc ie ty .  By

April, 1909 the minutes of lmal(a lt I

record that the temperance society had

proposed jo in ing  i t s  ranks .  The temperance

soc ie ty  o f [e red  to  g ive  up  i l s  asse ts  in

re tu rn  fo r  a  share  in  the  new ha l l ,  the

proposed F inn ish  Labour  Temple  wh ich

was ac tua l l y  bu i l t  the  fo l low ing  year .28

In  1909 For t  Wi l l iam's  temperance soc ie ty

a lso  merged w i th  the  For t  Wi l l iam Work ing-

men 's  Assoc ia t ion .  Wi th  these two deve lop-

ments  the  temperance soc ie t ies  seem to

have los t  most  o f  the i r  in f luence and f ina l l y

to  have d isappeared.29

Workingmen's Associationt

There  seems l i t t le  doubt  tha t  be fore

Wor ld  War  I  the  soc ia l i s ts  were  the  don inant

fo rce  in  the  Por t  Ar thur  F inn ish  communi ty .

The s ize  and genera l  ac t i v i t y  o f  the  soc ia l i s t

o rgan iza t ions  and the i r  h igh  v is ib i l i t y  among

both the Finnish and the "kielinen" Inon-
F inn ish  speak ing)  popu la t ions  lend suppor t

to  th is  conten t ion .  A l though re la t ions  w i th

Eng l ish-speak  ing  labour  o rgan iza t ions  were

usua l ly  cord ia l ,  F inn ish  soc ia l i s ts  p re fe r red

to  main ta in  the i r  own e thn ica l l y  based

assoc ia t ions ,  namely  lmat ra  / /  I  and  i t s

successor  the  F inn ish  Soc ia l i s t  Organ iza t ion

in  Por t  Ar thur .  Formed in  1903 lmat ra  : /F  I

sought  and ob ta ined membersh ip  in  the

so ca l led  lmat ra  League fo rmed in  Brook lyn ,

N e w  Y o r k  i n  1 8 9 0 . 3 0  L a t e r ,  i n  1 9 0 7 ,

the  Por t  Ar thur  b ranch fe l l  ou t  w i th  head
quar te rs  and sens ing  the  need Jor  a  na t rona l

l ink  in  Canada jo ined the  marx is t  Soc ia l i s t
Par ty  o f  Canada (S .P.C. )  The nex t  year

the  For t  Wi l l ian  F inn ish  Soc ia l i s t  loca l

fo l lowed su i t .  Thunder  Bay  soc ia l i s ts  were

a lso  prominent  in  fo rming  a  na t iona l  o rgan i

za t ion  o f  F inn ish  Canad ian  soc ia l i s ts .  Th is

a l lowed fo r  the  prov is ion  o f  a  un i ted  F inn ish

vo ice  w i rh in  the  S.P.C.  By  1908 four teen

F inn ish  soc ia l i s t  loca ls  sent  de legates  to
par t i c ipa te  in  F inn ish  caucuses  a t  the  genera l

S .P.C.  meet ings .3 l  l t  was  apparent  tha t  i f
Finnish socialists were to play an effective
revo lu t ionary  ro le ,  they  must  par t i c ipa te  in
mains t ream soc ia l i s t  ac t i v i t y .

Former ly  the  Thunder  Bay  soc ia l i s ts
had lent f inancial support to Tytimies,

the  F inn ish  soc ia l i s t  paper  pub l i shed s ince
1903 in  nearby  Super io r ,  Wiscons in .  In
1907,  however ,  they  began pub l ish ing

their own newspaper Tydkann {The Wor-
king People) and a satirical weekly Vdhd-
leuka ( fhe  Babb ler ) .  Or ig ina l l y  pub l i shed

tw ice  a  week and eventua l l y  in  1912 be-
coming a  da i l y  be fore  bankruptcy  c losed
its presses in 1915, Tydkansa became a
foca l  po in t  fo r  the  F inn ish  soc ia l i s t  move-
ment  in  Canada.32  On ly  S .P.C.  par ty  mem-
bers  cou ld  be  on  the  management  o f  the
paper .

By  the  end o f  1907 the  F inn ish  soc ia -
l ists felt strong enough to contest the Port
Ar thur  mun ic ipa l  e lec t ions .  The i r  e f fo r ts ,
however ,  p roved fu t i le  as  no t  one o f  the i r
candidates was elected. The two-year period
fo l low ing  was a  t ime o f  d i f f i cu l ty  and

confus ion  fo r  the  F inn ish 'Canad ian  soc ia l i s ts

In  '1910 
they  were  ev ic ted  f rom the  Soc ia -

l i s t  Par ty  o f  Canada.  One in te rpre ta t ion

suggests  the  or ig ins  o f  the  sp l i t  lay  in  the

Eng l ish-speak ing  members '  resentment  o f
immigrant  workers  who,  they  feared ,  were

tak ing  jobs  wh ich  proper ly  be longed to
"Canadians."33 Another account suggests

that the split occurred between those

favour ing  so le ly  po l i t i ca l ,  par l iamentary

ac t ion  and those favour ing  emphas is  on

economic  improvements  th rough non-par l ia -

mentary  means.34

In  19 ' l ' l  the  soc ie t ies ,  bo th  F inn ish

and non F inn ish ,  wh ich  had been ev ic ted
f rom the  Soc ia l i s t  Par ty  o f  Canada dec ided
to  organ ize  themse lves  anew.  A  confe-
rence in  Winn ipeg fo rmal ized  a  new cons t i -

I
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tu t ion  and launched a  par ty  under  the

name o f  the  Soc ia l  Democra t ic  Par ty

o f  Canada.  Once aga in  the  F inn ish  de '

legates  met  in  a  separa te  caucus ,  and

subsequent ly  dec ided to  fo rm a  F inn ish-

Canad ian  soc ia l i s t  o rgan iza t ion  o f  the i r

own w i th  headquar te rs  in  Toronto .  Th is

organ iza t ion  became known as  the  F inn ish

Soc ia l i s t  Organ iza t ion  o f  Canada (Canadan

Suoma la  inen Sos ia l i s t i j i r jes to ) .  In  l \4arch ,

1 9 i 4 ,  t h e  F . S . O .  h e l d  i t s  l i r s t  c o n v e n t i o n

in  Por t  Ar thur .  By  th is  t ime i t  had s ix ty -

four  member  g roups  compr is ing  3 .062

members .3  5

The per iod  immedia te ly  be fore  the

First World War seems to have been the

heyday fo r  soc ia l i sm among the  F inns  o f

Thunder  Bay .  Then in  1915 the  membersh ip

o f  the  F inn ish  Soc ia l i s t  Organ iza t ion  drop '

ped f rom 3 ,062 to  1 ,86736 and the  fYo

kansa,  by  then pub l ish ing  da i l y ,  was  fo rced

to  c lose  down.  A  per iod  o f  ideo log ica l

confus ion  fo l lowed.  The F inn ish  Soc ia l i s t

Federation of the Social Democratic Party

o f  Canada was dec la red  i l l ega l  by  o rder '

in -Counc i l  on  Sep iember  25 ,  1918.  When

Finn ish  soc ia l i sm reappeared as  a  fo rce

in  the  1920s,  i t  was  to  be  in  a  vas t ly  d i f fe -

ren t  fo rm.  Some F inns  jo ined the  synd i -

ca l i s ts  represented  in  Canada and the  Un i ted

Sta tes  by  the  Indus t r ia l  Workers  o f  the

Wor ld  ( lWW) and in  Canada fo r  a  b r ie f

per iod  by  the  One B ig  Un ion  (OBU) .37

This faction advocated "direct action"

th rough indus t ry -w ide  and genera l  s t r i kes

and th rough assuming cont ro l  o f  fac to r ies .

The other and larger faction, represented

in Canada atter 1922 by the Communist

Par ty ,  ins is ted  on  a  p rogramme o f  po l i t i ca l

ac t ion  d i rec ted  aga ins t  cap i ta l i sm.  The

F inns  who suppor ted  the  la t te r  pos i t ion

io ined the  F inn ish  Organ iza t ion  o f  Canada

which  was incorpora ted  in  1923.  Both

fac t ions  were  par t i cu la r ly  ac t i ve  in  o rgan i

z ing  F inn ish-Canad ian  lumber  workers  in

nor thwestern  Ontar io .38  F inns ,  together
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wi th  Ukra in ians ,  became the  backbone o f

the  rank 'and- f i le  o f  the  Communis t  Par ty

oT Lanaoa. " "

Perception of Finns by Host Society

When F inn ish  immigrants  se t t led  in

Cdnada be fore  Wold  War  l ,  the i r  recep l ion

by  the  predominant ly  Ang lo-Ce l t i c  hos t

soc ie ty  was a f fec ted  by  cur ren t ly  he ld

v iews about  immigrants .  By  some,  a l l  immi -

grants were perceived as "hordes," and

the  source  o f  most  c r ime,  pauper ism,  and

i l l i te racy  in  Canada.  Genera l l y .  the  Ang lo-

Ce l t i c  hos t  soc ie ty  assumed tha t  i t s  c iv i l i -

za t ion  was super io r  to  any  o ther  and tha t  i t s

s tock  was super io r  in  b io log ica l ,  rac ia l ,

soc ia l ,  re l ig ious  and po l i t i ca l  te rms.40

Th is  conv ic t ion  wh ich  grew f rom a  mix -

tu re  o f  Soc ia l  Darwin ism,  the  Pro tes tan t

e th ic ,  the  Aryan myth ,  Ang lo-Saxon racasm

and pr ide  in  the  Br i t i sh  Empi re  led  the  hos t

soc ie ty  to  judge immigrants  accord ing  to

the i r  p resumed ass imi lab i l i t y .  On th is

sca le  o f  percept ion ,  the  Br i t i sh ,  Amer icans .

Scand inav ians ,  Germans and French were

the  most  des i rab le  immigrants .  The S lavs

and southern  Europeans were  less  so  bu t ,

never the less ,  capab le  u l t imate ly  o f  en ter ing

the  Canad ian  way o f  l i fe .  F ina l l y ,  Arabs ,

O r ; e n t a l s ,  a n d  N e g r o e s  w e r e  s e e n  d s ; n

capab le  o f  ass imi la t ion  and hence idea l l y

to  be  bar red  f rom enter ing  Canada.41

The h ighes t  c lass  o f  immigran t  was  thus
f rom Nor thern  Europe,  f rom count r ies  o f

Teuton ic  race ,  Pro tes tan t  re l ig ion ,  and
"popu lar "  government .42  The ress  oe

s i rab le  immigrants  were  admi t ted  fo r  eco-

nomic  reasons ;  there  was never  any  premise

tha t  they  had much to  cont r ibu te  cu l tu ra l l y

or  in te l lec tua l l y  to  the  l i fe  o l  Canada.
Accord ing  to  th is  sca le  o f  va lues ,  the

F inns  were  accepted  as  members  o f  the
Nor thern  European commu n i ty .  A l though
not  o f  Teuton ic  race ,  they  were ,  accor -

d ing  to  one assessment  o f  1909,  qu i te



des i rab le  because o f  ther r  p roxrmr ty  to

Scandinavia and their love of freedom.

,. . .  long residence near the scandinavaan

people has inf luenced them great ly  Many of

lhose f rom the coast  the dis l r ic l  t rom

which most of  our immigrants come can

hardlv be dist inguished f rom the Swecles.

T h e  a t t e m p r e d  " R u s s i l i c a t  o n  o f  F i n l a n d "

h a s  m e l  w r t h  g r e a t  o p p o s r t r o n  l r o m  t h r s

i n t e l l r q e n l ,  s r u r d y  p e o p l e .  M a n y  o t  t h e m

prefer  to leavc their  homes ralher than

sacr i f ice their  independence. 43

In  Thundef  Bay  the  a t t i tudes  oJ  the

hos t  soc ie ty  towards  the  F inns  seem to

have ranged f rom ind i f fe rence to  mi ld

to le rance.  A t  leas t  as  fa r  as  these a t t i tudes

were  pub l ic ly  revea led  in  the  press ,  there

w a s  l i  l e  o v e r l  h o 5 t r l i t y .  T h e  f i l s l  m e n l i o n

of  F inns  in  the  Eng l ish  lenguage press

occur red  in  1907 when the  F inn ish  soc ia l i s ts

dec ided to  run  a  s la te  o f  cand ida tes  in  the

munic ipa l  e lec t ion .44  Af te r  th is  t ime,  the

F inns  were  ment ioned more  f requent ly

usua l ly  in  assoc ia t ion  w i th  spor ts  o r  po l i t i cs .

The newspapers  d id  no t  approve o f  the

F inn lsh  soc ia l i s ts ,  bu t  tn is  was due to  the

la t te r ' s  po l i t i ca l  ideo logy  ra ther  than to  the i r

e thn ic i ty .  ID  an  ed i to r ia l  en t i t led  "The

Flnnish Socialisis," rhe Daily /vews made

i t  c lear  tha t  the  F inns  in  genera l  were

accepted  as  po ten t ia l l y  good c i t i zens  wh i le

the  >ocra l ,s t  F rnr )s ,  d l though no t  posrng  dn
immec l ia te  th rea t ,  were  perce ived as  less

des i rab le  than the i r  soca l led  non po l r t i ca l

count rVmen.4S Another  a r t i c le  in  the

Daily News mentioned the hard work of

the  F inns ,  the  a t t rac t i veness  o f  the  Labour

Temple ,  the  eagerness  o f  the  F inns  to

learn  Eng l ish ,  and the  fac t  tha t  most  F inns

were  by  no  means soc ia l i s ts -  There  were

a lso  l ibera l  re fe rences  to  the  " ty ranny  o f

Russ ia"  and rhe  peop le  "sent  f rom F in land

to  su f fe r  and d ie  in  the  deser ts  o f  S iber ia ,

o r  in  a  ce l l  in  a  Russ ian  pr ison  "  An ed i to r ia l

in  the  same issue en t i t led  'For  our  F inn ish

Fr iends '  seconded the  sent iments  o f  the

ar t i c le  bu t  expressed the  "poor  l i t t le  F in -

land "  theme more  e loquent ly :

W e  f a n c y  t h a l  a  d e m o n s l r a i i o n  i n  P o r t  A r t h u r

o f  c o n t e m p l  i o .  a n d  p r o t e s l  a g a i n s t  R u s s r a n

atroci r ies,  could nor be bet tet  mdni feste. l

t h a n  b v  c o n s e n t i n g  t o  e x t e n d  r o  r h e  F r n n i s h

residents of  the cr ty ihe srnal l  concession

l o r  w h r c h  l h e y . r s k  ( t a x  e r e m p t o n  l o r  t h e

L a b o u r  T e m p l e ) . 4 6

F in  ns  a t  Work

A soc ia l  survey  o f  Por t  Ar thur  and

For t  Wi l l iam commiss ioned by  the  N4etho-

d is t  and Presby ter ian  churches  in  1913

re fer red  to  the  F inns  as  " the  ar is tocracy"

o f  the  non Eng l ish  speak ing  immigrant  la -

bour  popu la t ion .4T In  th is  capac i ty  they

s tood among the  ranks  o f  the  "ever  inc rea-

s ing  horde o f  unsk i l led  workers"  who had

entered  the  Canad ian  Lakehead s rnce  the

tu fn  o f  the  century .4E Never rne less ,  as

the  ar ls tocracy ,  the  Frnns  were  sa id  to  p ro-

v ide  " the  l ink  connect ing  the  immigrant

v , / i th  the  Ar t i san  c lass , "  composed main ly

o f  Eng l ish-speakrng sk i l led  laboure fs .  The

f i rs t  c lass  above the  a f t i sans  and unsk i l led

workers  cons is ted  oJ  th€  wea l thy  ear ly
se t t le rs  "who have grown up w i th  the

Ci ty , "  and the  bus iness  and pro fess iona l

me n .4  9

A recent  s tudy  o f  occupat ions  o f  ma le
F inns  in  Por t  Ar lhur  in  191 1  cor robora tes

the  sooa l  survey 's  c lass i f i ca t ion  g f  F inns ,  in

the  main ,  in  the  th i rd  c lass .50  A lmost

7O 't" of male Finns in the s(udy were
genera l  labourers .  Less  than i0  % were

sk i l led  workers  i see  Tab le  2 ) .  In  For t  Wi l -

l iam the  percentage o f  ma le  F inns  who

were  genera l  labourers  was even h igher

exceed ing  83  %.  Ot  the  work ing  women in

Por t  Ar thur  (es t imated  to  be  16 .4  % o f  the

t o t a l  F i n n i s h  f e m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1 9 1 1 ) ,

the majority l.40.3 y.) were hotel staff.
Usua l ly  unmarr ied ,  these women l i ved  in

the j r  p lace  o f  work ,  serv ing  as  cooks ,  cham-
bermaids. waitresses and maids. Clerks
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and domest ics  compr ised another  25  ' l ;

o f  the  female  labour  to rce ,  and w i th  a

s ing le  except ion  they  worked fo r  non-

F lnns .  Thus ,  a  genera l  p ic tu re  o t  the  Por t

Ar thur  F inn ish  labour  Jorce  emerges :  the

males  were  pr ima. i l y  g€nera l  labourers

and the  females ,  servants .  However ,  a t  the

same r rme a  hus iness  communi ty  wa(  coming

in to  be ing  and some F inns  were  be ing

employed a t  sk i l led  labou r .

Th is  work ing  env i ronment  had a  dua l

e f fec t  on  the  immigrant  F inns .  ln  one

sense i t  was  res t r i c t i ve  in  tha t  the  major i t y

o f  F inns  were  conf ined to  genera l  labour

jobs .  Th is  occur red  par t l y  because many

of  the  F inns  were  unsk i l led ,  par t l y  because

ot  language d i f f i cu l t ies ,  bu t  a lso  because

the  i rnmigran ts  were  perce ived by  na t ive

born Canadians to in some sense "belong"

to  the  laboLr r ing  c lass .  In  another  sense,

the  e t fec t  o t  the  ind i f fe ren t ,  i f  no t  hos t i le ,

mi l ieu  in to  wh ich  the  F inns  immigra ted

was pos i t i ve .  They  were  fo rced to  re ly  on

the i r  fe l low compat  o ts  fo r  ma ler la l  a id

and compan ionsh ip ,  and as  a  resu l t  fo rmed

organ iza t ions  oJ  var ious  k i r rds  churches ,

temperance soc ie t ies  and work  ingmen 's

a s s o c i a t i o n s .  E e f o r e  W o r l d  W a r  l a t  l e a s t ,

a l l  o f  these groups  led  an  ex t remely  ac t ive

ex is tence,  a t tend ing  to  the  mater ia l ,  soc ia l

and in te  lec tua l  we l fa re  o f  the i r  members .

I t  appears  loo ,  lha t  the  F inns  pre fer red

to  o r ( le r  the i r  l i ves  w i th in  the  contex t  o f

the i r  o \ . /n  e thn ic  communi ty  as  much as

poss ib le .  The re luc tance o f  bo th  the  tem-

perance and work ingmen 's  soc ie t ies  to

enter  any  f  o rmal  re la t ionsh p  w i l l ' l  sympat -

hetic English-speaking or "kielinen" groups

suppor ts  th rs  thes is .  The F  inns  who in

m o s t  c d s e s  w o ' k e d  I n  a n  a l r e n  e n v ' l o n m e n i

seem lo  have {e l t  the  neec l  to  ba lance th ls

exper ience w i lh  o thers  in  wh ich  the i r

fami l ia r  langLrage,  cus toms,  and modes o f

th ink ing  were  preser  ved.

Conc lus ion

The pre-World War I period for the

F inn ish  immigrants  in  Thunder  Bay  was

one o f  es tab l i shment .  They  came to  fo rm

a v is ib le  segrnent  o f  the  popu la t ion  o f

Por t  Ar thur  and For t  Wi l l iam {now Thunder

Bay) ,  and made a  las t ing  impact  on  the

rural areas west and north of the twin

c i t ies .  F inn ish  ru ra l  l i te  reached the  peak  o f

i t s  v i ta l i t y  in  the  1930s,  fe l l  in to  dec l ine

about  1940 and has  no t  rev ived s ince .

Among the  reasons  fo r  ru ra l  depopu la t ion ,

the  fo l low ing  may be  suggested .  The war  and

war - re la ted  indus t r ies  in  the  c i t ies  d rew

young peop le  away.  Second ly ,  land  once

adequate  fo r  subs is tence ' type  fa rming  cou ld

no longer  suppor t  the  demands made on i t

by  a  more  soph is t i ca ted  agr icu l tu ra l  econo-

my.  Thus  as  the  or ig ina l  se t t le rs  d ied  o f f ,

no  new ones  came to  rep lace  them.  Th i rd ly ,

second genera t ion  F inns ,  taught  the  va lues

and language o f  the  c lominant  Eng l ish-spea '

k ing  cu l tu re ,  no  longer  fe l f  the  need or

des i re  fo r  the  secur i ty  o f  a  spec i f i ca l l y

F inn ish  e thn  ic  communi ty .

In  Thunder  Bay  i t se l f ,  the  F inn ish

presence remained v is ib le  a t te r  the  war  and

does so  even today .51  The c i ty  s t i l l  boas ts

a  very  ac t ive  "F inn  Town"  dominated  by

the  F in land ia  C lub  Ha l l  ( the  fo rmer  F inn ish

Labour  Temple) ,  a  much smal le r  "Red

Finn  Ha l l , "  severa l  F inn ish  churches ,  and

numerous Finnish business establishments

concentrated on Bay Street in Port Arthur

ward .  The language is  taught  in  loca l  h igh

schoo ls  and a lso  a t  Lakehead Un ivers i ty  by

an ins t ruc to r  supp l ied  by  the  lv l in is t ry  o f

Educat ion  jn  F in land.  Former ly  the  la rges t

concent ra t ion  o f  F inns  in  Canada,  Thunder

Bay now takes second place to Toronto

which ,  w i th  Vancouver ,  has  been the  most
popu lar  des t inar ion  lo r  F inn ish  immigr3415

to  Canada s ince  Wor ld  War  l l .

Whi le  e lements  o f  behav ioura l  ass imi

latlon can be observed among the city's
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Finn ish  Canad ians ,  i t  i s  a lso  t rue  tha t  they

have nur tu red  the i r  own language and

t rad i t ions  brought  w i th  them or  by  the i r

ances tors  f rom F in land.  They  have sought  to

main ta in  a  spec i f i ca l l y  F inn ish  ident i t y ,

one which sepdrated them in the past

and in  many cases  s t i l l  separa tes  them

today f rom a l i  o ther  res idents  o f  the  Thun-

der  Bay  c i t ies .s2  Fa i lu re  in  many cases  to

learn  or  to  learn  we l l  the  Eng l ish  language

appears  to  be  a  major  bar r ie r  mi t iga t ing

against social interaction with the host
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,o l?, r .c  (Toronto:  Univers i ty  of  Toronto Press,

1 9 7 1 1  ,  p p .  1 - 2 8 ) 2 0 6 . 2 2 3 .

4 1  F o ,  
" n  

e x c e l l e n t  s u m m a r y  o f  C a n a d i a n  a t t r -

t u d e s  i o w a r d s  a s s i m i l a l i o n  s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e

c e n t u r y ,  s e e  H o w a r d  P a l m e r ,  " R e l u c t a n t  H o s t s :

A n g l o  C a n a d r a n  \ / r e w s  o f  M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  i n  t h e

Twenr ieth Century, '  in  Conft r?nc.  l?t :Port ,

S.co, ld Cdnddidn Co lerrnce o , l lu l t1cul tu l is?t ,

. l t  l t rcul turdl isn as Stdtu Pol icy (Ottawa, 1976),

p p .  8 1 . 1  1 8 .  T h e  s a m e  a u t h o r ' s  " M o s a r c  v e r s u s

M e l t i n g  P o t : l m m i g r a r i o n  a n d  E t h n r c i t y  i n  C a n a d a

and the Uni ted Srares,"  Iut .mat ional  JoLnnl ,

V o l .  X X X I ,  N o  3  ( S u m m e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  4 8 8 5 2 8 ,

is a lso most enl ightening on compar isons between

the Unired States and Canada wr lh respecl  to

i m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i m i l a t i o n .

42 cur l  Berger,  "The True North Strong and

Free,"  in Peter  Bussel l  (ed.) ,  i \ ' t l t io t t i l ts t t i  o1

C a n d d a  l l o r o n r o ,  M c G r a w  H i l l ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  3  2 6 .

43 
J.S.  Woods*orth,  st rd,g.r t  ly i tb in Ow c, t t .s

( o r i q .  p u b .  1 9 0 9 ;  r e i s s u e d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o

Press,  1972),  p.  74.

44 
ooi ty uu, ,ur ,  Dec.20,  1907.

45 
I b i,t. , Aug. 24 . 1go}.

4 6  
o o i l y  N " - r ,  J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 1 0 .  T h e  a p p e a l  t o

"Russian Tyranny'  seems to have been a popular

one when Finns made an appeal  of  any k ind to

the Engl ish.  A request  f tom rhe 
' fyokat6a lor

advert is ing f rom the Department of  the Inter ior

24

begins "As you no doubt know how the tyranny ot

Russia now oppresses the smal l  nat ion of  Fin land"

( J .  V .  K a n n a s t o ,  M .  H a h l ,  a n d  G e o r g e  M c K e l a

t o  H o n .  S y d n e v  A r t h u r  F i s h e r ,  F e b .  6 ,  1 9 ' 1 1 ,

P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  C a n a d a ,  V o l .  2 5 ,  F i l e  6 5 1 ) .

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  i n  ? 9 0 1  o f  t h e  F i n n i s h

L r t o p i a n  s o c i a l i s t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  S o i n t u l a  o n  t h e

w e s t  c o a s !  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  t h e r e  w a s  s i m i l a r

repeated reference in the local  Engl ish press to

the despot ic natLrre of  Russran ru le whrch was

l e a d i n g  t h e  " F r e e d o m l o v i n g "  F i n n s  t o  s e e k  e m i

grat ion ' in  order to escape the tyranny and oppres-

s i o n  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t . "  S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,

Vancouver Ptu)"r inc. ,  Apt i l  9,  1901; Victor ia

C o l a D i s t ,  A p t i l  1 1 ,  1 9 0 1 .  F o r  d e t a i l s  o n  S o i n t u l a ,

s e e  m y  " M a t t i  K u r i k k a : F i n n i s h  C a n a d i a n  I n t e l l e c

t u a l , "  R C .  s t r / . 1 r e r ,  N o .  2 0  { w i n t e r ,  1 9 7 3 - 7 4 ) ,

p p . 5 0 - 6 5 .

47 
ste*urt ,  Port  Artbur Suroty,  p.5.

- "  
S r e w a ( .  F o t !  $ t l i a  S u r u .  t .  p  1 0 .

49 ste*art ,  Port  Artbw suney,  p.5.

- -  C h ' r s r i n e  K o r h .  ' L a b o u r  a n d  F ; n n i s h  l m m i .

gratron to Thunder Bay.  1876-1914."  Ldkehead

U  i " e r s i t y  R ( v i e u ,  V o l .  l X ,  N o .  1  { S p r l n g ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,

p p .  2 2 - 2 8 .

"  M . J .  l \ r e t s ; r a n t a ,  " E t h n i c  R e s i d e n t i a l  C o n c e n t '

rat ion and Succession in the former c i ty  of  Port

A r t h u r "  { U n p u b l i s h e d  B . A .  t h e s i s ,  L a k e h e a d

U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 2 ) .

5 2  R e c e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  F i n n i s h  c o m m u n r r y  I n

the Swedish c i ty  of  Vaster6s point  to ihe Gemein

s c h a f t ' l i k e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  w i i h  i t s

i n f o r m a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  w e e k l y  d a n c e s  a n d

B , n g o  S e e  E l r n a  H a a v r o - M a n n ' l a , ' C o n i e q J e n c e s

o f  M i g r a t i o n  f o r  I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  F a m i l i e s :  A

S t u d y  o f  M i g r a n t  a n d  N o n m i g r a n i  F a m i l i e s  i n

H e l s i n k i  a n d  V a s t e r A s ,  i n  A l i t r  M a j a v a  l e d . l ,  , \ I i g -

/ , t t ton R.: i td/Lb iD Scandi  duid (Migral ron Beports

N o .  4 )  ( H e l s i n k i :  M i n i s t r y  o f  L a b o u r ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,

p p .  1 0 3 - 1 1 6 ;  M a g d a l e n a  J a a k k o a .  " T h e  S o c i a l

N e t w o r k s  o f  F i n n i s h  M i g r a n t s :  A  C a s e  S t u d y  i n

V a s t e r e s ,  i n  l r t , / . ,  p p . 1 1 7  1 2 4 .

53 
For.  th"  establ ishment of  immigrant  socia l

networks,  see J.  Clyde Mitchel l  (ed.) .  Sr . id l

^"( tuorks i  Urbdn Si tudt ion\  (Manchester l

Manchester  LJnivers i ty  Press,  1 969).



SUOMALAISET THUNDER BAYSSA

E n s i m m a i s e t  . u o m a l a i s e t  s a . p u i v a t  K a n a d a a n  l u u l

ravastr  Alaskan kaurta pran sen ja lkee^,  kun

V e n a j a  o l i  m y y n y t  a l u e e n  Y h d V s v a l l o i l l e  v  1 8 6 7 .

Ennen vuor ia 1875 saapui  suomalais ia Kanadan

i taosi in Yhdysval ta in kaut ta.  Laajamrt ta isempi

s l i r t o l a i s u u s  a l o i t t u u  k u r t e n k i n  v u o s i e n  1 8 8 0 '

1 9 1 4  v e l i l l e .

Vaestolaske^nan mukaan Kanadassa ol i  vuonna

1901 2500 suomalaista.  Kymmenen vuode.

kulut tua m.ar; i  o i i  kohonnur runsaaseen 15 000.

Ensimmarnen maai lmansola pysayrr i  sr i r lo larsuu

d e n  m i l t e i  k o k o n a a n ,  m u t r a  1 9 2 0 . l u v u l l a  m ! u t t i

Kanadaan noin 30 000 suomalaista s i i r to la ista.

Si i r ro la isv i r rat  tvrehty ivet  uudel leen l930. luvun
l a m a n  j a  r o i s e n  m a a i l m a . s o d a n  a i k a n d .  S e u r a a v a

h u , p p u k a u s i  o l i  v a s t a  v u o d e n  1 9 4 6  j 6 l k e e n .  V u o '

s ien 1961 ta 1971 vaesio laskennoissa Kanadassa

o l i  l a h e s  6 0  0 0 0  s u o m a l a i s s y n r y i s t 6  h e n k i l d a .

1 9 6 0 - l ! v u n  i : i l k e e n  v u o s r t t a i n  s a a p u v r e n  s i i r t o -

l a r s t e n  m a b r a  o n  k u l t e n k r n  l a s k e n u t  a l l e  1 0 0 0 : e e n .

T d m a n  v u o s r s d o a n  e n s r m m a , s r c n  v u o s  k y r n n e n r p .

a i k a n a  s u o m a l a i n e n  s i i r t o l a , s u u s  k e s k i r t y i  O n t a r i o f

P o h j o i s  j a  L u o t e i s o s i i n .  P o r i  A r t h u r  j a  F o r t

W i l l i a m ,  t o t k a  n y k y a a n  m u o d o s t a v a r  T h u n d e r

Eayn kaupungln,  edustaval  vanhaa suomalars.

a s u t u s t a  T h u n d e r  A 3 y n  a l u e e l l e  m ! u l r a n e i d e n

suomals isten ma: j r ,s ta e i  o le rarkkoja t ie lo ja

vuot ta 1900 edel tbneel lb a ja l ta,  m!t ta vuoteen

1 9 1 3  m e n n e s s .  s u o m a l a  s e t  e d u s t  v a l  n  1 0  %  P o r t

A r r h u f r n  a s u k k a r s t a .  A l ! k s r  a s u t u s  l a k a a n t u l
r a s a i s e s t i  m a a r s e u d u i l e  l a  k a u p u n k e  h  n ,  m u 1 l a

v ! o d e n  1 9 7 1  v a e s r o l a s k e n t a  o s o i l t a a  k a u p u n k i

l a i s t u m i s e n  l i s a ; n t y n e e n  v o i n r a k k a a s r i .  T o r o n t o n ,

T h u n d e r  B a y n ,  V a n c o u v e . n  j a  S u d b u r y n  k a u

pungir  oval  suomalarsasul | ]  ksen keskuksra

O m a n  y h d y s k u n t a n s a  s i s a  l a  s u o m a  a i s e l  p e r u s t r

v a t  s e u r a k u n t i a ,  r a r t t i u s s e u r o i e  j a  t y o v 3 e n y h d i s -

t y k s i a .  S { r o m a l a i s l u t e r i l a , n e n  k i r k k o  p e r q s t e l t i r n

P o r l  A r l h u f l r n  v u o n n a  1 3 9 6 .  K r i k o l  . r  o  I  s u u r l

m e r k i l y s  5 i r r r o l a i s t e n  e l a r n a s s b ,  v a i k k a  \ e u r a k u n

n a i  e i v b r  t o i m i n e e r k a a n  a k t i i i v i s e s t i  l a  k i r k k o o n

kuuluvat  o l ivat  vehemmistona Thunder Bayssa

e n s i m m a i s e r  e i u s k o n n o l l r s e t  y h d i s r y k s e r  o l i v a t

r a i i t i u s s e u r o l e  P o r t  A r l h u r i n  p e r u s l e l r r n  U u s i

Y r i t y s  R a r t l r u s s e u r a " ,  j o k a  i o i m i  m u u t a m a n  v u o .

den ajan akr i iv isest i .  Sen ro imesra jar jester t i in

I t a m i a  j a  m u r t a  t u h l i a ,  e s i r e t l i i n  n e y t e l m i i ,  p i d e r

i r ln konser e ia ia keskustelot i la isuuksra seka

m u o d o s r e l l r n  y h d r , r y s  ( e s l ,  I n a r \ p n  a v u n  d n r d r n , i r a

Vuodesld 1905 dlkdcn ndv lad IormrnnJ'  pdino

piste s i i r tyne€n rai t t iusseuroista tyoveenyhdistyk-

s i in iopa sr len,  et ta mydhemmin ra i l tausseural

sLr lautuivat  kokonaan nrhin,  kuten tapahtui

Port  Arthur issa ja Fort  Wi l l ramissa-

Sosial is t i t  o l rvat  vaikut tavia lek i jo i ta Port  Arthur is-

sa ennen ensimm;ista maai lmansotaa- Si i / to larset

pyrk iv6t  y leensa sbi ly l tamean omat kansal l iset

yhteenl i i r tymans:  vaikka suomalaisten perustami l la

tyovbenyhdis iyksi l le  o l i  suhtei ta vastaavren eng-

lanninkie l is ten yhdistysten kanssa.  Myohemmin

Porr  Ar lhur in samoin kuin Fort  Wi l l iamin sosia l is-

l i t  l i i t ty ival  kui tenkin Kanadan marksi la is-sosia-

l is t iseen puolueeseen,

Vuonna 1907 Thunder Bayn sosia l is t i t  a lkoivat

lu lkaista omaa sanomalehtea Tyokansa ja sat i i '

s ia v i rkkolehrea W:ik, leuka.  Tete eonen sosia l is '

r i r  antoivai  ia loudel l is ta rukea Ty6mies nimisel le

s d n o m a l e h d p l ' e .  j o l d  j u  l k a i s r  r  n  W i s c o n s i n i s s a .

Kanadansuomalaiset  sosia l is t i t  erotet t i in  vuonna

1910 Kanadan sosia l is t isesla puolueesta,  mutta
jonkin arkaa kestaneen hajaannuksen ja lkeen

suomalarset  perust ivat  oman Canadan Suomalai-

s e n  S o s i a l i s t i i a r i e s t o n s d  ( v .  1 9 1 4 ) ,  j o n k a  e n s i m -

nr; inen kokous pidet t i in  Port  Arthur issa.  Jar

lesroon kuului  ruol lo in 64 yhdistysra ja yhteensa

3062 l ;senla.  Vuodesta 1915 alkaen val l i is i  ja l -

leen ideologrnen epet ie lo isuus.  Ty6kansa lakkasi

i lmestymest€ ja Kanadan demokraat t iseen puo-

l u e e s e e n  l i , t ( y n y r  T h e  F i n n i s h  S o c i a l i s t  F e d e r a t i o n

t u  r s i e t t i r n  l a r i t o m a k s i .  S o s i a l r s m i  i l m e n i  a r k a i -

semmasta poikkeavassa muodossa 1920- luvul la.

Osa suomalais is la l i i t ty i  Kanadan syndikal is te i

h in,  jotka kannart ivat  "suoraa to imintaa".  Suur in

os,  l i i r tyr  l , - r rcnPin Kdnada^ kommunrsrrseen

puoiueeseeo, ioka kannal l i  pol i i t t isentormrnnan

suunlaamista kapi ta l ismia vastaan.  Suomalaiset
yhdessa ukra;nala isten kanssa muodost ivat  Ka

nadan kommunist isen poolueen ydin joukon,

S u h t a u l u m i n e n  s u o m a l a i s i i n  s i i r t o l a i s i i n  v a i h t e l i

Thund€r Eayssa vel inpi lam,t tomyydestb suvai t -

sevaisuuteen.  lsantdmaassa ennen ensimmbist i ;

maai lmansotaa val la l la o l leen kesi tyksen mukaan

englant i la iset ,  amer ikkalarset ,  saksalaiset ,  ranska-

la)set  ja Skandinavian mais la tu l leer s; i r to la iset

ol rvat  hyvbksyt tavbmpia ja sopeutuivat  helpom

min kanadalaiseen elamantapaan. Suomalaiset
lasket t i in  pohjoiseurooppalais iks i .  The Dai ly

Newsissa i lmestVneen art ikkel in mukaan suoma-

la iset  o l ivar  vars in to ivoruja s i i r to la isra.  Ei-pol i i t -

t iset  suomalaiset  o l ivat  kui lenkin to ivorumpia kuin

sosral is t i t .



Ontarion pohiois- ja luoteisosi in muuttaneet
suomalaisal tul ivat alunperin toihin rautatei l le.
kl ivoksi in ia mets: i tbihin tai ryhtyivat maanvrt '
jel i idiksi.  Kaupunki laisvaostdn osuus on kuitenkin
' |  940-luv'Jl ta l6htren kasvanut voimakkaasti .

Askertein tehty tutkimus (ks. nooit i  50) osoittaa,
ett;  Port Arthurissa olevista suomalaisista mie-
hista 70 % ol i  ammatt i taidottomia ly6nteki lditd
vuonna 1911. Naispuolis€t sirrtolaiset loirnivai
suurimmaksi osaksi palveluammateissa. Mainit tuna
vuonna 40 % rydssd kayvastd naisisra tydskentel i
hotel leissa ja 25 % ol i  muissa palvelutehtdvis$.

Vbhemm6n kuin l0 % ol i  ammatt i ta i to is ia tydn-

t6 k i jo i t : i -

Ammatt i ta idon puut tuminen ja k ig lg l l iset  esteet

sel i t tavat  osi t ta in sen,  et te suur in osa suomalai-

s ista s i i r to la is ista kuului  tydvaest6dn.  Toisaal ta

ymp;r is tbn vat inprtamaton 5uhtautumrnen ja var-

keudet sulautua muuhun yhteis66n vaakutr ivat

posir i iv isest i  s i ina mieless6,  et ta omaa kansal l i -

suurra olevren r i i , to larsren keskindinen vuorovai-

kutus ol i  t i iv i i rnpa; .  Si ien suomalaiset  s; i ly t t ivat

oman kie lensd ,a p€r inteens?j  seki i  suomalaisen

ident i toet t insa.

zo


