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F inn ish  immigrants  in  Amer ica  are  a
remarkable exception to the conservative
immigrant thesis presented by American
scholars l ike Gerald Rosenblum.l Inrt""d of
growing accommodation and acceptance
of the American way of l i fe, the labor
Finns moved steadily leftward, protesting

the American capitalistic system. Experien-
ces in the labor movement through a series
o f  d rsas t rous  s t r i kes  led  to  the  conv ic t ion
that more radical solutions were necessary
to solve the problems of industrial America.
Many were convinced of the poverty of
c ra f t  un ion  so lu t ions  to  the  d i lemma o{
industrialized labor, and they chose to
move away from the Western Federation
of Miners to affirm the lndustrial Workers
of the World, and a large bloc seceded
f rom the  Soc ia l i s l  Par ty  o {  Amef ica  to
jo in  the  ranks  o f  the  indus t r ia l  un ion is ts
and to recognize the leadership of Big
B i l l  Haywood.  Many o f  the  F inn ish  po l i t i ca l
rad ica ls  who remained in  the  Soc ia l i s t

Party after the industrial unionists bolted
the Party subsequently afi i l iated with
communism and became the largest national
g roup in  the  Workers 'Par ty  o f  Amer ica  in
the  ear ly  1920 's .  compr is ing  more  than
40 percent of the membership.2 The
disastrous strikes on the Mesabi lron Range
in  1907 and 1916,  the  i l l fa ted  Mich igan
Copper  D is t r i c t  s t r i ke  in  '1913 ' '1914,  and
the troubled history of the Socialist involve-
ment in the Butte, Montana, labor unrons
and municipal government effectiv€ly radi-
calized Finns who were soon convinced
that the American capitalistist system
itself had to be destroyed. Thus it was
argued that the American labor movement
was not radical enough, and left wing
Finns increasingly sought more and more
revo lu t ionary  so lu t ions-

The purpose of this article wil l be to
examine the sources and development ol
rad ica l i sm in  the  F inn ish-Amer ican Soc ia l i s t
labor movement, from its Social Demo'
cratic beginnings to its involvement in the
Industrial Workers of the World. The be-
ginnings of that story go back to Finland,
where the growing polit ical and trade
union movement came increasingly under
the  sway o f  German Marx ism.  The F inn ish
Diet. which enjoyed relative 

-freedo 
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autonomyeven though the  na t ion  Was a
Grand Duchy of imperial Russia, excluded
the working classes as well as the small
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iarme.s and agricultural laborers. The
issue of polit ical representation intensified
working class consciousness at the same
time that Finland was sharpening its own
sense of national selfconsciousness, At
a meetlng in 1899, it was decided to found
the Finnish Labour Party which adopted
Kautsky 's  Er fu r t  Program.  Whi le  the  t rade
un ion  movement  remained qu i te  weak,
the polit ical labor organizational effort
became very popular, and by the time
a fully democratic franchise was introduced,
the laborites, now called the Social De-
mocratic Party, were able to capture 80
out of the 200 seats in the legislature in
1 9 0 7 .

Nineteenth century Finnish peasant culture
had been dominated by the Lutheran
Church and a number of revival movements
which flourished under the umbrella of
the  na t iona l  church .  But  the  church  s tead i l y
alienated the lower classes, particularly
the  new indus t r ia l  workers ,  smal le r  lease-
holdets (totppari) and landless agriculrural
laborers .  Dur ing  the  r i s ing  t ide  o f  labor
self consciousness. the leading clergy decried
the  new l ibera l i sm wh ich  they  be l i ved  had
caused the lower classes to lose respect
for society's class distinctions, oemano
polit ical power, excessive wages and too
much freedom. Some of the alarmed clergy
in the growing urban centers advanceo tne
Br i t i sh  mode l  o {  Chr rs t ian  soc ia l i sm as  d
su i tab le  a l te rna t ive ,  bu t  fo r  the  most  par t ,
the status quo of society was regarded by
the church as the proper "order-of creation"

By the  t ime tha t  the  German Soc ia l  Demo-
cratic model became normative for Fjnnjsh
Soc ia l i s ts  in  1899,  the  church  s tead i l y
lost communication with ;ndustrial laborers.
In the important industrial city of Tampere,
lor example, attendance at Holy Communion
by factory workers dropped from twenty-
six percent in 1895, to ten pefcent in
1905, sharply demonstrating the break-
down of the rigidly class stroctured old
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Lutheranism which had not kept pace
with the dramatic changes in Finnish society.
The jntroduction of Ouaker teachinos,
Methodism and the growth of indigenous
Lutheran reviva,ism failed to stem the
tide of this alienation.3 Efforts of the
church to prevent the precipitous slide
into l\4arxist Socialism had come far too
late, partly because the clergy wele too
patriarchial, and "credulous almost to the
point of blindness".a That the church
was reactionary was indicated by its support
from 1899-1905 of Russification policies
in  F in land,  and c i t i zens  became so  d isen-
chanted with the clergy that the clerical
estate was abolished in 1906 with the
establishment of a one house parliament.

The changes in agriculture with the rapid
growth of farm tenancy and population

meant that the emigration from Finland
was ia rge ly  a  ru ra l  exodus.  F inn ish  indus t ry
grew too slowly to draw off the excess
popu la t ion  in to  employment .  thus  emigra t -
ion was the only choice left. Between
1893 and 1920, passports were issued to
273 366 emigrants, of whom 236 507
were from rural communes. lvost of them
were  land less  fa rm workers ,  domest ic
servants ,  landowners '  and tenants '  ch i ld ren .
and persons with no fixed occupation.5
Re ino  Kero 's  research  on  F inn ish  emigra t -
ion indicates that a d ispropo rtio nate number
of the radicais came from the southern
and eas tern  areas  o f  F in land,  wh i le  con-

serva t ive  F inns  were  pr imar i l y  f rom
Southern Ostrobothnia (the western coastal
regions), especially the province of Vaasa.6
The Vaasa province also contributed many
adherents to the Finnish-American lelt,
but these were the proletariat of the Finnish
countryside-landless laborers, cottagers,
hired hands, and mainds.T These persons
were  lhus  raw mater ia l  fo r  the  rad ica l
labor movement in America, along with
the impoverished classes in Southern and
Eastern F inland.



While very {ew of the landless peasants
from Finland had been exposed in great
measure to socialism in the mother count-
ry,8 nevertheless much of the early reaoers-
hip of the movement had been exposed
to socialism and an urban setting already
in  the  homeland.  In  a  b iograph ica l  l i s t
by  E l i s  Su lkanen o f  115 F  inn ish-Amer ican
labor leaders, it comes out that seventy-
three percent of them came to the United
Sta tes  be tween 1900 and 1910,  dur ing
the years when the Social Democratic
Party and lVarxism had made enormous
strides. Over thirty-five percent had had
direct contact and involvement with the
Socialist polit ical or trade union movement.
and forty percent were born in an urban
center or had lived in one. Most of the
leadership came from the southern and
eastern portions of the country. Conser'
vative Vaasa province, for example,
contributed only twenty'f ive percent of
the leadership, but nearly fifty percent of
the emigrants. About seventy-nine percent
of the radical leadership came from the
sk i l led  t rades  and pro fess ions ,  wh i le  a
scant seventeen precent were industrial
workers or farmers. The educational level
o f  the  leadersh ip  was a lso  much h igher .
Some seventy-five percent had gone on
beyond grammar school, and twenty-five
percent qualif ied for the university, or
had attended higher educational institutions.
This is compared with roughly forty percent
o f  the  genera l  immigran t  popu la t ion  wh ich
had attended only confirmation school,
and forty percent which had attended
elementary school from a few weeks to
two years.9

A pricipitous series of events brought
much o f  th is  e l i te  quard  o f  the  F inn ish
socialists to America, giving to the mo-
vement unusually effictive leadership. Taavi
Ta in io ,  a  journa l i s t  and par ty  leader  was

forced to leave Finland because of speeches
against military conscription into the
Russian army in 1904. Others came after

the revolt of the Russian garrison, Fort
Sveaborg, such as Leo Laukki. the high
priest of the industrial union Finns and
principal of the TycivAen Oprsto {Work
People's College) at Duluth, l\4inn. Many
fled to North America after the Red Guard
los t  the  C iv i l  War  in  F in land in  l9 l8  when
the Red leadership was purged by the
victorious White government. For example,
Oskari Tokoi, who had been Prime Mi-
nister in 19'f 7, came 10 edit Raivaaja.
l\4any others such as Dr. Ant-ero Tanner,
l\4oses Hahl, Kaapo l\4urros and Vihtori
Kosonen added to the l ist of socialist leaders
who brought the new gospel to immigrant
Finns who listened with wonderment at
the new evangel.

The ear l ie r  immigran t  F inns  had a l ready
organized churches and temperance societies
before the radicals began to arrive after
1900. At f irst, there was hope that all of
the Finns might be united into a harmonrous
ethn  ic  communi ty .  Fe l low count rymen
bound themselves together in churches,
temperance lodges, and the lmatra Workers'
League which represented an idealistic,
mutual benefit type of workers' society.
But  the  i l l us ion  o f  a  un i ted  F inn ish  com-
munity was shattered very quickly. From
1904. the apostles of socialism promoted
class conscious doctrines in the pages of
the newly tounded Tydmies and the Bai-
vaala newspapers. Several popular journals
spelled out the principles of international
socialism and its history in Europe and
America, and the basic l\,4arxist crassrcs
were issued in a steady stream.

A most dramatic event in the immigrant
community was the conversion of the
floundering People's College into the Work
People's College in 1907. Socialists pur-
chased the majority of the stock and con-
verted it into a l\4arxist training institution
whic offered basic education and socialist
doctrine as its curriculum. The school
enro l led  as  many as  159 pup i ls  in  a  year ,
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but began to i lounder after the Chicago
166 trial and persecution by the Minne-
sota Commision of Public Safety. But
there w€re other inslitutional conversions
as well. In some communities, socialists
"insolentlv seized" temperance halls and
transformed them into Iabor temples.
while l\4arxist agitators were elected pastors
of congregations because the memership
had converted overnight, One zealous
agitator was even proclaimed a bishop,
Socialism began to spread like wildfire
among the .  immigrants ,  and "sank  in to  us
like hot grease into dry ieather", observed
one temperance leader who had become
a convert.l o

The F inn ish  Soc ia l i s t  Federa t ion ,  founded
in  1906,  was fa r  more  than a  labor  o rgan i .
zation or polit ical movement with more
than 17 ,000 members  in  1914.  Soc ia l i sm
became a way of l i fe as a secularized, substi-
tute church. complete with it inerant
agitators who were called "apostles", cong-
regations ot the faithful, Sunday Schoois,
sewing circles, labor temples, a puritanical
ethnic, and an eschatological hope for the
cpming great r€volution. Some 260 local
clubs boasted df musical orqanizations,
athletic clubs. lecture and debate societies
and agitation committees. Because other
Finnish organizations often lacked cultural
and recreational activit ies, socialist groups
sponsored dances. and 107 dramatic groups
performed innumerable palys and operas,
all the way from homespun proletarian
drama to the opera Carmen at the Virginia,
Minn., "Socialist Opera" house. The broa-
dened range of social and cultural activit ie5
was dubbed "hall socialism", and these
activit ies often overshadowed polit ical con.
cerns and labor organizing efforts.l l  One
writer complained that the radicals were
no longer intrested in planning the revolut-
ion, but only in promoting frivolity. The
Duluth, lvl inn., local was considered to
be degenerate because it produced only
splendid plays where overJlow audiences
had to be turned away.1 2

20

8ut polit ical and labor concerns were
not missing. At the founding convention
of the Federation, the issue of industrial
unionism was a key issue. Kaapo Murros
argued against old style craft unions as
effective supports for working class power,
and he supported the Industrial Workers
of the World. His arguments were familiar,
emphasizing organization of unskil led wor-
kers in all industries, using revolutionary
"direct action" techniques and the general
strike in order to seize the means of pro-
duction.l3 Why many Finns affirmed
IWW principles at such an early date, even
before the IWW itself had hardly begun
tg define its own purposes and solve its
factional problems with the OeLeonists.
is not surprising. Murros had translated
anarcho'syndicalist writ ings in Finland, and
he had belonged to the radical faction of
the Social Democratic Party in Finland
which advocated direct revolutionary techni-
ques to establish a radical government.
He and many of his comrades had parti '
cipated in the highly successful General
S t r i ke  in  F in land in  1905,  and i t  seemed
only natural to translate that experience
in to  Amer ican te rms.14

The moderate faction at the Federation's
founding convention argued against in-
dustrial unions, and favored working with
the American Federation of Labor, conver-
ting its members to socialism, and engaging
in legislative activity. The convention
compromised the issue, however, con-
demning those unions which "groped
after bourqeoise support" and "opposed
class warfare". and supported those unions
which were "based on class struggle and
the furthering of socialist education".
This le{t the door open for the lWW, and the
purif ication of the AFL as well. These
issues ot dual unionism and polit ical activity
were never solved by the socialists, and
eventually resulted in a schism in the
Federation.



The enthusiastic resolve oi the nascent
party was soon translated into practical

action. During the summer of 1906. Teofila
Petriella was sent to the Mesabi lron Range

in lvl innesota to organize miners into the
Western Federation of Miners (which at the
time belonged to the IWW), and after

2.500 were organized. a strike was called
on Ju ly  20 .  1907.  F inns  p laYed a  major
par t  in  the  s t r i ke  in  o rgan iz ing  and sup '
portive roles. The strike failed because
ol massive resistance by the mining com'
panies, local business men and the churches.
The governor of the state determined
to remain neutral, so the milit ia could not
be enlisted. Accordingly. th€ Oliver l\4ining
Co., a subsidiary of U.S. Steel, hired armed
deput ies ,  and impor ted  1 ,124 l ron tenegr in
and Croatian strikebreakers who replaced
the miners, bringing production back to
normal. Local stores were pressured to
cut off credit from the strikers, and by
the middle of September, the strike was
over. -

The strike had far reaching effects ln the
to ta l  F inn ish  commun i ty .  Conserva t ives

who called themselves "true Finns" often

became v ic t ims o f  d isc r im ina tory  h i r ing
practices because the companies assumed
all Finns were radicals. ln order to preserve

the good name of the Finns, church leaders
issued official proclamations, dubbed "Judas

resolutions" by the socialists, condemned
the leftists as "anarchists, atheists, and
betrayers of the Fatherland". A rash of
an t i -soc ia l i s t  soc ie t ies  sprang up  th roughout
the immigrant community. and the net
effect of all these events v,/as to divide the
F inn ish-Amer icans  i r reconc i lab ly ,  mak ing
rapprochement between "white" and "red"

F  Inns  rmpossrore .  "

But the strike intensitied conflict in the
ranks of the socialists as well. Many of
the embittered, blacklisted socialists moved
into the cutover lands and eked out a
l i v ing  on  submarg ina l  fa rms.  l v lany  o f  these

radicals never forgot the blacklisting, and
after the Russian revolution embraced
communism, Some of these more dedi'
cated revolutionaries finally left the United
States for Soviet Karelia to assist in the
technological development of that re-
pub l ic .17  Others  moved o f f  to  new indus-
trial towns to find employment or were
slowly rehired in the mines. but vowed
that the next strike would be victorious,
and that radical union organizational
activity must continue. The Eastern socia'
l ists, on the other hand, viewed the walkout
as a momentous disaster. questioning the
validity of strikes and the ensuing violence.

Conf l i c t  w i th in  the  F inn ish  communi ty
continued. The lvlinnesota i 'adicals were
charged with anarchism by Social Democrat
"ye l lows"  and r igh t  w ing  F inns  as  we l l .
Local newspapers developed such stereo'
types as "Finlanders ' f iery followers of
the Red Flag", "Jackpine Savages" and
"members of the l\4onqolian race". In a
test case, John Svan and sixteen others
were denied cit izenship as "l\4ongolians"
until a lower court judgment was reversed
by the  U.S.  D is t r i c t  Cour t  in  January ,
1 9 0 8 . 1  8

A convention of the Federation was called
in 1909 to deal with the syndicalist position,
resulting in a disavowal from anarchism
and the impossibil ists. thus attempting to
quier fears that Finns in America were
undesirable cit izens who favored radicalism,
a the ism.  and the  lWW.19

But the radical tendencies continued in the
Federation, especially in the Central District.
Primary inspiration for a syndicalist position
was provided by the Work People's College
whose principal teachers represented iar
left socialist positions. The most important
ot these leaders was Leo Laukki. As princi'
pal and ideological leader at the school,
he  t ra ined young immigrants  in  soc ia l i s t
doctrines, revolutionary techniques and
organizational skil ls. Serving as sometime



editor ot fyiimies, author oJ several volumes
on socialist history and theory, and a spell-
binding orator at labor festivals, he is judged

to have been the most ;mportant leader
of the syndicalist Finns.20 lmportant
also was Yricj Sirola, a genuine Marxist
from Finland, who taught at the College
in .|910-1913. Students used Haywood
and Boh\'s lndustrial Socialism as a standard
textbook, and debated "tactics" in their
student society, eventually concluding that
the MacNamara dynamiting episode had
been beneficial for the workers, and that
the WFM was bankrupt, Eastern "yellows"
labeled the students "tussarlt" (gun hawks),
and vowed to cjeanse the Federation and
school of IWW heresy.21

Nothing seemed to avert the inexorable
radicalization of the Central District of the
Federation. A conv€ntion of the Fede.ation
was ca l led  in  1912.  where  the  na t iona l
Party's anti-syndicalist amendment was
adopted, and tight control over the Work
People's College was pianned through
monj te r ing  the  cur r i cu lum.  But  convent ion
actions proved to be only a temporary
t ruce ,  and severa l  events  in  1913.1914
brought a Jinal showdown and schism.

The Michigan Copper District strike in
'1913-1914 conv inced many o f  the  F inns
that the WFM had sold its soul to capitalism,
and that the strike failed because of a lack
of militancy, mismanagement and regressive
policies. This strike was marked by violence,
a panic at a Christmas party at the ltalian
Hall in Calumet where seventy-four died, a
good deal of intemperate socialist rhetoric
and vigilante action by the Citiz€n's All iance
which paraded 40,000 people who vowed
that the WFM must go. Some 14,500 miners
were idled by the walkout, and state
negotiation proposed by Michigan's progres-

sive Governor Ferris and federal investigat'
ion brought no results. With the aid of
over 3.000 special deputies and state
milit ia, the mining companies stood firm.
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Charles Moyer, WFM union head, was
shot and ridden out on a rail, and Tydmies,
serving as publisher Jor WFM propaganda

and strike headquarters, was continually
harrassed. The strike was finally broken,
and it was announced that die hard union
men could find employment elsewhere.
Radicals of the Finnish Socialist Federation
drew only one conclusion from these
disastrous results - the WFM was bankrupt,
bound to the "reactionary shackles of
trade un ion ism".22

The troubled situation in Butte, lMontana.
brought  rad ica ls  to  a  s imi la r  judgment .

Socialists in that city controlled the muni-
cipal government, and the WFI\4 union
counted 8,000 members. But Anaconda
Copper outmaneuvered both municipal
government and the union through company
agents and spies. Sympathizers with the
radical IWW had agitated for a more militant
stance for a number of Vears, but they
were controlled through the use of a
"rustl ing card" which was an employment
application used as a blacklisting device.
Frustration over the company-controlled
un ion  reached a  peak  on  June 13 ,  1914,
when workers destroyed the union hall
and voted overwhelmingly not to show
their rustl ing cards. Charles Moyer was
driven out of town in a shoot out, but
he  was fo i lowed by  a  F inn ish  WFM organ i -
zer who had been a leader in the Copper
District strike, Frank Aaltonen. A radical
Finnish miner then stormed into the local
mayor's off;ce and demanded that Aaltonen
be removed Jrom the city. Both shot at each
othe.. the miner €ventually dying from his
wounds. The paralysis of the WFIV in
Butte was Jurther evidence that the more
militant IWW was the only suitable alter-
native, at least as far as the radical Finns
were concerned.23

These crises within the WFM and the
disastrous strikes coincided with the {irst
major schism within the Finnish Socialist
Federation. A division within the Negaunee,



Michigan, local brought the issue of indus'
trial unionism to a head. The local manager
o f  the  Labor  Temple ,  Wi l l iam Ris to ,  an
anarchist agitator, alienated the Social
Democratic membership by preaching sabo-
tage and revolution. When he was blamed
for mismanaging a state Socialist Party
election. the state secretary, James Hooger-
hyde, revoked the charter of the local and
gave a new one 10 the smaller Social Demo-
cratic minority.

Eas tern  D is t r i c t  soc ia l i s ts  and the i r  power -
lul voice Raivaaja, decided to expose the
"vile" intentions of the midwestern red
industrialists, and locked the Federation
in  a  conf l i c t  wh ich  cu lmina ted  in  the  Cent ra l
District convention where the yellow Social
Democrats and their spokesman, Frank
Aaltonen. were discharged after seven
days of debate.

The red takeover of Tydmies newspaper
was averted with the help of Raivaaja
company 's  f inanc ies .  The reds ,  however ,
managed to confiscate enough money
to begin their own daily, Socialisti, latel
called lndustrialisti. 24 The Work People's
Co l lege remained in  the  hands o f  the  mid '
western reds and in 1920 became the official
t ra in ing  schoo l  o t  the  lWW.

With the rupture of the Federation comple-
ted, over thirty percent of the membership
had resigned or were discharged, thus
leav ing  on ly  9 .000 members  in  the  na t iona l
organization. The reds, in the meantime,
a f f i l i a ted  w i th  the  lWW.

It was not long before the new commitment
was tes ted .  In  19 '16 ,  F inns  were  engaged
in  the  g igant ic  Mesab i  s t r i ke ,  o rgan ised
by  Car lo  Tresca.  Sam Scar le t t ,  F rank  L i t t le ,
Joseph Schmidt, Joseph Ettor and Elizabeth
Gur ley  F lynn.  and a ided by  e thn ic  leaders
George Andrey tch ine ,  a  Bu lgar ian ,  and
Will iam Wiertola and Charles Jacobson
who were  F inns .  Whi le  the  IWW organ i re rs

faced great diff iculties because the union
was called in after the walkout had begun
spontaneously, nevertheless some 5,000
of the 10.000 were successfully recruited
into lvletal Mine Workers' lndustrial Union
490. Again the strike was broken, this time
by 1,000 armed deputies who kept picket
l ines open. Because foreian labor was no
longer available to replace strikers as was
the  case in  the  1907 s t r i ke ,  the  compan ies
resorted to intimidation and terrorist tactics,
as well as starvation to force strikers back to
their jobs. After a confrontation at the
home of Phil ip l\4asonovich, where a deputy
and a bystander were kil led. Scarlett, Tresca
and Schmidt were arrested and charged
with murder, even though they were
nownere near the scene.

No amount of pressure. applied by federal
investigators and two local mayors on the
min ing  compan ies ,  b rought  rhe  adversar ies
towards settlement. On September 17,
after a vote by the workers, the strike was
called off. The strike was an immediate
fa i lu re ,  bu t  eventua l l y  the  compan ies  made
some concessions along the l ines of some
federal recommendations for change, mar-
king the beginning of paternalistic, welfare
capitalism. But the unionwas not recognized,
and it was over two decades before miners
again attempted to organize a union. Not
only were the industrial giants too formi-
dable to defeat in spite of some support
fo r  labor  among smal l  mechants  and po l i -
t i ca l  leaders .  bu t  lack  o f  so l idar i t y  among
workers themselves hampered eJforts. Not
a l l  workers  jo ined the  un ion .  and labor
Finns were divided among themselves,
with Social Democrats generally not suppor-
ting the strike. Many Southern and Eastern
Europeans remained an t i 'un ion  and fa i th fu l
to their church and lodges.

For the red Finns, the strike was not regar-
ded as a failure. ln fact, it was reqarded
as "a time of glory" which foreshadowed
the f ina l  g rea t  con f l i c t  wh ich  wou ld  b r ing

I



forth a glorious victory in the form of a
general strike, and a proof that the move-
ment away from polit ical, reformist methods
had been well founded. lt was generally
agreed that the strike was not really over,
and the word of the Strike Central Com-
mittee provided only hope: "we have plan-
ned to tight to a fjnish our next en-
counter."25

In actual fact. however, the end of the
Mesabi strike marked the beginning ol
the decline of the Finnish IWW movement.
The time of glory had passed. and the
group never recovered its revolutionary
fervor. There was a brjef but unsuccessful
strike of lumber mill workers in the area
at the end of 1916, and a strike of mine
workers was called for the summer of
1917, but there was no response.

Nothing seemed to go right atter the strike.
lmprisonments, systematic harassment. pro.
tracted legal t/ ials, detections to communism
and the Soviet Unjon, and the persecution
of the Minnesota Commission of Public
Safety all combined to exhaust and dissipate
the energies of the radicals. Leo Laukki
and four other Finns received sentences
at the Chicago 166 trial, and whi,e at
Leavenworth, Laukki and several of his
friends defected to communism. While
on bail, Laukki and Haywood escaped to
the Soviet Union.

T ITVTSTELMA

Amerikansuomalainen anarko-syndikalismi
ja the Industrial Workers of the World

Art ikkel issa on kesi te l ty  amerikkala;sen anarko

syndikal is t isen tyovaeniar jeston.  the lndustr ia l

Workers of  rhe World ih {per.  1905) suomajajs ja

kannatta i ia.  L;hrokohtaha on ol iut  selv i t le i j

amer ikansuomalaisen tyovaenl i ikkeen Suomesla

24

The case of the Finnish-American l\tVW
did not. however, indicate the death of
F inn ish-American radicalism. In the 1920's
many F innish-American Wobblies joined

the Bowanist, decentralist Emergency Pro'
gram of the "true" lWW, and sti l l  in the
1920's the movement had strong support
in the l\4idwest and contacts with the One
Big Union supporters on Canadian side of
the state border were frequent. In the
1920 's  the  cu l tu ra l  l i fe  o f  the  F inn ish-
American Wobblies was sti l l  vivid with
lndustrialisti having good circulation. The
traditional activit ies in the halls were main-
tained for years to come with the aging
F in nish -American population after the immi-
grants quotas were enforced in the early
1920's. The IWW Finns officially affirmed
the orthodox doctrines of the IWW to
the very end in the pages ol lndustrialisti
un t i l  the  paper  ceased pub l ica t ion  in  1976.

An important occurrence was the shift
of many Wobbly leaders and rank and fi le
into the communist group, which was
the case in the American IWW movement
in general and in the F innish-American
movement, too. The subsequent main
body of the Finnish-American radical
movement was now to be lound in the
vigorous F inn jsh-American communist mo-
vement with more than 6,000 members
and w i th  a  no tab le  par t  in  the  communis t
circles in the Unired States.25

l,hteva rausta ja hakea s i i ra setar la j ia t i ikkeen
k: iy1t ;y(ymisel le ja tuel le,  joka annert i in  lWWJte.
Er i ty isest i  t : i l ld in on k i inniref ty huomiota tyo
vieni i ikkeen nousun sosEal iseen taul laan:  maar-
tomjen suurajn joukkoihjn,  Suomen vahir ta iseen
teol l is tumiseen ja io isaat la k i rkon kyvytrdmyyieen
vastala muu uneiden olosuhteid€n aset tami in
haasteis i rn,  On my6s havai t tu,  ena amerikansuo-



malaisessa tyovaenl i ikke€ss6 on ol lut  poikkeuk'

sel l isen pal ion kyvykkdi te johtaj ia,  jotka io Suo

messa ovar io imrneet aktrv isest i  tydvdenjdr jes-

t i i iss: i  ,a to isaal ta,  vaikka monet ,ohtohenki ld ist6
ol ivat  kotois in maaseudul ta,  he ol ivat  usein tyds

kennel leet  Suomessakin teol l is issa ammateissa.

Nain ol len ko.  radikaalei l la  johtaj i l la  on selve

teol l inen tausta,  mikb on poikkeuksel l is ta tar-

kastel taessa suomalaista amerikansi i r to la isuut ta

kokonaisuutena.  Myds johtaj ien koulutustaso on

ol lut  huomattavast i  keskjmaereiste korkeampi.

Yhdysval lo issa suomalainen ty6vaenl i ike jar jest ;y

ty i  val takunnal l isest i  vuonna 1906, jo l lo in pe-

rustet t i in  Yhdysval ta in Suomalainen Sosial is t i -
jer jestd.  Alkuaan sosia l idemokraat t isen suunnan

edustajana se joutui  jyrkkaa in jaaajavien IWW:n

kannatta j ien ta iste lukentaksi :  vaadi t t i in  IWW:n

per iaat te iden mukaisest i  y le is lakkoa, suoraa to i '

minraa ja jopa sabotaasia,  koska vanhat ja vaki in-

tuneet ty6v: ienl i ikkeen menetelmat e ivat  neyt

taneet tuovan to ivot tua tu losta ja nopeaa yhteis '

kunnal l is ta muutosta.  Neiden n5kemysten ker j is

tyminen tapahtui  amerikansuomala,sten osal ta

suurten tyotaiste lu jen kuten Minnesotan Mesabi-

a lueen rautakaivosty6l6 isten lakon (v.  1907) ja

M i c h i g a n i n  K u p a r a a l u e e n  l a k o n  ( w .  1 9 1 3 1 9 1 4 )

seurauksena. NaissA i lmeni  seivasi i .  kuinka voi

mattomia vanhat ammatt i j : j r jestbt ,  kuten Western

Federat ion of  Miners,  o l ivat  ja to isaal ta,  mi ten

helppoa ty6nantaj ien ola saada v i ranomaisten

suora ta i  ep: i tuora tuki  lakon murtamisessa.

Er i ty isest i  vuoden 1916 lv lesabin lakko kui tenkin

osoi t t i ,  et te i  IWW:kaan voinul  kunnol la a iaa

r y o v d e s r o n  e r u i a .  v d i k k d  \ e  o l i  n i i n  v e i l l 6 n y l

Tuosta lakosta alkoi  vars inaisest i  amer ikansuo

m a l a i s e n  s V n d i k a l i s m i n  l a s k u .  S a m a a n  s u u n t a a n

vaikut t i  myds ensimmdisen maai lmansodan aikana

Yhdysval lo issa vdhi te l len voimistunut  radikal ismin

vasrainen suuntaus.  Tyovaenl i ikkeen akt iv is te ja

p i d a t e t t i i n ,  t u o m i t t i i n  p i r k i i n  v a n k e u s r a n g a i s t u k -

s i in ja jopa karkotet t i in  maasta.

Terkea merki tys 3merikansuomalaisen syndikal is-

m i n  k e h i t y k s e l l e  o l i  T y o v a e n  O p i s t o n  ( D u l u t h ,

N4inn-)  muuttamisel la k i rkol l isesta koulusta maal

l iseksi  ly6vaestdn oppi la i rokseksi  vuonna 19O7-

Pian sai t ;  kehat ty i  jyrk6n suunnan kannatta j ien

t u k i k o h t a  j a  l o p u l t a  I W W : n  v i r a l l i n e n  o p p i l a i t o s .

Opetta j ina s ie l l6 to imivat  mm. amerikansuomalai

sen syndikal isen suuntauksen vars inainen johtaja

Leo Laukki  ia Yr j6 Siro la,  ioka i lmeisest i  sai
pal ,on vaikut te i ta IWW :n menertetytavoista.

Amerikansuomalainenkin anarko syndikal ismi o l i
nein o l len melko vaat imaton ru loksi l taan.  Se
sai  kannatta j ikseen osan Suomataisen Sosiat is t i ,
jar jest6n tesenist6,  mutta kulen amerikkatainen
emi j jAr jesto noin satatuhant is ine i? isenjoukkoineen,
eivat  sen suomalaiset  kannatta jatkaan menes
tyneet pal jo l t i  oman kansal l isuusryhmi in utko-
puolel la.  Ehka tdrkeimpana syyna t i jhen ol i  van,

hoien ammatt i jar jesto jen saama vaki intunut  asema,

loka vajkeut t i  uuden i6r jeston nousua_ Toisaat ta
IWW ol i  selv i is t i  u lkomaalaisp€raisten ammatt i -
ta idot tomien ty6le isten dominoima, mika osal
taan vaikeut t i  vars inaisen amerikkala isen tydv6€s-
tdn kannatuksen saamista,

Amerikansuomalaisen anarko-syndikal is t isen l i ik

keen voimakkainta tukia luet ta o l ivat  Yhdys

val ta in keskiosat  seke idan teol l isuuskeskukset .

S u u r i m m i l l a a n  s , l l e  l i e n e e  o l l u t  n o i n  1 0  0 0 0

suomalaasta tuki jaa.  Heidbn to imintansa keski t ty i

p a ; o s i n  I n d u s r r i d l i s r i  l e h d e n  r u k e m ' r e e n  j d  s o

siaal is ten t i la isuuksien j? j r jest i imiseen jaseni l leen

sen l isaksi ,  er t ;  vars inainen tarkoi tus ol i  koota

tydveestb "yhteen suureen unioon".  Jer jeston

oppi  " tyov6eston jar jestamisest ;  teol l isuuksi t ia in"
p y s y i  p e r i a a t e e n a  I n d u s t r i a l i s t i n  p a l s t o i l l a  a i n a

sen lakkauttamiseen ast i  vuonna 1976. Vie le

on syyta todeta,  et ta huomattava osa amerikan-

sLromalars ista lWWlais ista s i i r ty i  sen to imaniaan
pettyr le in: i  1920- luvul la amerikansuomalaisen kas

vavan kommunist isen l i 'kkeen r iveih in.
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