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An international conference on the history
of Finnish immigration to North America

fhe internaaionat confetence deating with Finnish
immigration to Notth America was held November
l-3. 1979, in Torcnto, Canada- lne organtzel
was the Multiculturct History Society of Ontatio.
The arrangements in Finland were ahe responsi-
bility of the Migrction lnstitute lsiirtolajsuus-
instituutti) in Turku-

The conference was aimed to bring togsther
tesearchers working in the field of migration
as well as others interesteol in it, provide them
wtth an opportunity to exchange views ana ex-
periences, and prcsent the latest rcsults of research
- and at the sme time stimulate historrcat mig.at-
ton stu.tres, particutarty as they rctate to Finnish
imm igratio n to Canacla.

fhe confetence was attended by mote than 30O
patticipants, 32 of them from Fintand. pape6
were fead by eight letearchers from the host
couhtry of Canada, fourteen by .esearchers f.om
ahe Unitect Staaes and fifteen by patarcpants
from Fioland- The conference was the ,,rst
occasion of its kind b be hetd in Canada, and
tt is intended to make it into a rcgular series,
to convene at set intervals in one of the partici-
pating countries. prctininaty ptans catl fo. the
publication of the confe.ence marctiat in Engtish

A symposiutn was atso hetct during the period
of the conference to took into the gaps that have
appeared in the o.ganization and utitEation ot
documentary maA.ial prese.ved in arcntves.

To prcparc mattear, a cammittee was set up to
which the following themberc were elected: from
the United States, professot Rudotf Vecoli, lmmi-
gration History Research Centet (Minn.); from
Canada. Professot Bobert F- Haney, the Mutti-
cultural Histoty Society; and frch Finland, Dr.
Olavi Koivukangas, the Migration Inrtitute; as
lell a5 the edi@rs of the pubtication, ptofessor

A. William Hogtund, ftom the L)nftecl States.
Dr. Edwe.d Laine. from Canada, and Mt. Keijo
Virtanen, Ph. Lic., from Finland. The idea is to
citrfy out a sufvey ih ezch of the countries of
archives and other marcrial rclating to emiglation
ftom Finland anct on the basis of the findings
produce a /oint pubtication designed to setue
as a source quide to rcsearch into Fjnnish imhi
gratton to North America.

Apart ft om ahe conference proper, so<attect
miniconfercnces were held Nov. 4 at Thunder
8ay and Suctbuty, where many of the partici-
pants who read papers in Torcnto appearcd as
speakers. Both the minicgnlefences a.:ractecl
some l0O patticipants anct there were tively dis-
cussiohs as well as at the main conference in
Toronto about immig?tionproblems,

Siirtola;suus-Migration is pubtishing in th/. issue
summaries of the Finnish researchers, pape6
fead at the FINN F9RUM confe.ence tn the
otdet followect in the prcgram. AIt tne papers
will be published in English in two votumes next
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F INNISH IDENTIT IES IN
COUNTRIES OF IMMIGRATION

years later .  In the "golden decades" of  the 1850s

and the 1860s,  some 200 Finns arr ived in Aust-

ra l ia,  many of  them seamen jumping ship or

otherwise remaininq ashore,

The f i rs t  F inns to set t ie in Austra l ia permanent ly

were nat ives of  Turku,  Vaasa, Raahe, OulLi  and

other coastal  F innish towns.  Soon they were
jo ined by emigranls f rom surrounding rur6l  areas,
notably the districts of Munsala and Lohraja.

From such centers boast ing strong migrarory

tradj t jons,  so caj led chain emigrar jon,  thEl  js ,

migraion inspired by a desire 10 to in re lat ives

and f r iends set t led abroad, has cont inued up to

our own day.  The Finnish emigranrs l ivang in

Austra l ia have not ,  however,  hai led f rom the

Bothnian region in proport ional ly  such large

numbers as have their  k insmen in Americd.

The most fascinat ing chapter  in the annals of

Finnish emigrat ion to Austra l ia deala wi th lv lat t i

Kur ikka's at lempt to found the "Kalevan Kansa"

utopian community in Oueensland at  the turn of

the century.  At  that  t ime, a lso Finns were able

to avai l  themselves of  f ree passage f rom London

to Austra l ia.  Kur ikka's exper iment fa i led and

h€ lef t  for  Canada to found anorher utopia,  cal led
"Sointula."  Many of  h is ear ly fo l lowers stayed

down under for good.

When the Uni ted Slates begaD lo resr lc t  the entry

of  immigrants in the 1920s,  the Finnish migratory

stream turned toward Canada. bsr  some 1,000
persons also migrated to Austra l ia,  set t l ing

especial ly  in the sugar growing dist r icrs of  norrhern

Oueensland,  uni i l  the Great  Depression hal ted

the f low of  migranrs in the 1930s.

Owing to the length,  h igh cost  and even at tendanr

dangers of  the journey,  90 % of  the Finns who

migrated to Austra l ia before World War l l  were

men- Of the ones who set t led in the country
permanent lv,  about a hal f  never marf ied and most
ol  lhe oncs who did marry had l i r r le choice but

to take a wi fe of  some other nat ional i ty .

The Finns who arr ived in Austra l ia as seahen or

as r€gular immrgrants often led a sequestered

existence- Af ter  the turn of  the century,  concentra-

ted F,nnjsh communjt ;es began ro develop.  ln

Nambour,  near Sr isbane, th€ area set t led t ty

Kur ikka's contemporar ies was cal led "Finnbury.  '

The Finns of  Narnbour had a c lub named Erak-

Olavi Koivukangas, Ph. D.
Migration Institute
Turku ,  F  in land

THE FINNS IN AUSTRALIA BEFORE
WORLD WAR I I

Emigrat ion to Austra l ia f rom Finland before

World War l l  was on a smal l  scale on account of

the vast  drgtance belween lhe lwo codntr ies

I t  is  nevertheless part  of  th€ Finnish overseas

emigrat ion as wel l  as of  lhe history ot  the develop-

ment of  Austra l ia.

Al though European mar iners had s3i led to Aust-

ra l ian shores in the 16th and 17th centur ies,  i t

was not  unt i l  1770 lhat  Captain James Cook took

possession of  the eastarn parts of  the is land cont i -

nenl  on behal f  of  the Engl ish crown. Accom-

panying Cook on his h istor ical  voyage was a

Finnish natura, is t  named Herman Djel r ich Spctr jng,

a natrve of  Turku.  who caught a fever and died on

rhe way back.  Afrer  Engiand's loss ot  the American

colonies,  the f i rs t  Br i l ish penal  colony in Austra l ia

was establ ished in 1788 in the area where the c i ty

of  Sydney now stands.  Typical  of  the development

in the ear lv decades ol  the Austra l ian set t lemenls

was the explo i tat ion of  convict  labor and generous

royal  land grants.  Free set t lers,  among them an

occasional  Finn,  a iso gradual ly  made their  way

down under before gold was discovered there in

1 8 5 1 .

Searnen d€sert ing rheir  ships of ten includrng

the captains -  were the f i rs i  arr ivals in the gold

f ie lds ot  Vrcrof la.  They were soon fo l lowed by

prospectors f rom Cal i fornia who had t r ied their

lqck in rhe gold .ush ot  1848, among them some

Finns,  too,  As a resul t  of  the qold fever,  the

popular ion of  the setr lements in Austra l ia explo '

ded f rom 405,000 in 1851 ro 1,145,000 ten
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ko" (Hermit)  and thsy produced a handwri t l€n

journal  t i t led "Orpo" (Orphan) in lhe yearg 1902'

04 - suggestive names borh. Botwe€n the two

wor ld wars,  Finnish centers appeared in,  notably,

the sugar-growing dist r ic ts of  Oueensland and,

dur ing the 1930s,  in the mining town oI  Mount

lsa,  As a connect ing l ink among the Finns,  there

was a newspap€r cal led 'suomi" '  which was

tounded in 1926 by a seamens chaplain -  a5

the only Finnish- language journal  publ ished

in the southern hemisphere.

Dur ing the depression years of  the 1930s,  many

Finns.  especia l ly  the ones who had migrated

with the idea of  earning enough monev to buy

a farm later  back home, returned to Fin land.

D u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  l l ,  s o m e  o f  r h e  F i n n s ,  i n c l u d i n g

the seamen's chaplain,  were interned as nat ionals

of  an enemy countrV.

Af ter  the war,  emigrat ion to Austra l ia was s l ight

t i l l  th€ late 1950s,  s ince which sn€mploylnent

in Fin land and passage assistance arranged by

the Ausira l ian government have caused some

15,000 persons to move down under f rom Finland.

|-{

Eero Kuparinen, M.A.
University of Turku
F in land

A GOLOEN DISAPPOINTMENT
FINNISH MIGRATION TO SOUTH
AFRICA BEFORE WOBLD WAR I

Up to the seventh decade ot  the last  century,
the southern t ip of  Afr ica had scarcely anyrhing
to of fer  ro migrants f rom Europe. Dur ing the
per iod between 1820 and 1860, wh€n the number
of  Europeans migrat jng ro Norrh America,  Ausira
l ia and New Zealand ros€ lo about 7.3 mit l ion,
South Afr icat  annual  share of  rhe totar  averageo
no more rhan 750.

The incept ion of  mining act iv i ty ,  howevei ,  came

to have a revolut ionary ef fgct  on rhe economic

development of  South Afr ica.  l t  opened up jobs

and drew both capi ta l  and immigrants into the

couhtry.  What actual ly  caused the South Afr ican

migratory l lood was the emergence in Transvaal

in 1886 of  rh€ Witwatersrand dist / ic t ,  created

by the c i ty  of  Johannesburg.  as a qold f ie ld.

The s i tuat ion in South Afr ica became esp€cia l ly

favorable to the inf lux of  migranls f rom abroad

in the mid 1890s.  Mining actavi tv  in Transvaal

had gained momentum and ushered in a v igorous

boom in South Afr ica just  at  a t ime when an

€conomic s lump had hi t  the Uni ied Stal€s,  Canada

and Austra l ia.  This ra ised the South Afr ican

share of  European emigrat ion to i ts  peak,  The

highest  point  was reached in 1896, when emi-

grat ion accounted for  near ly 15 % of  the t raf f ic

taking place v ia Great  Br i ta in.

Also in lhe annals of  Finnish emigrat ion,  Souih

Afr ica took a v is ib le p lace in the mid '1890s-

The area al fected mainly in Fin land was Sourh

and Central  F innish Bothnia,  where the high

wage level  in Transvaal  st i r red up momenlar i ly

an epidemic popular  movement.  The Sooth Afr ican

fever quicklv passed, however,  for  i t  soon became

known lhal  the l id ings t rom Transvaal  had spread

rapidly dur ing the course of  1895 across di f ferent

parts of  Europe and set  into mot ion a ver i tablg
gold rush.  The chain of  events was such that

Johann€sburg,  which at  the beginning of  the
year had acted as a powerfu l  migrato.y magnet,

turned out  by the end of  the sam€ year to b€

an overcrowded graveyard ot  d isappoinred hopes

for  hordes of  migrants looking for  work.

Finnish emigrat ion to South Afraca was react ivated

dur ing the economic boom of  1902-03 fo l lowing

the Eoer War- The sequence oI events repeated

the pat tern of  th€ mad' i890s:  The r is ing t rend in

market  condirrons opened up abundant wel l -
paid employmenr opportuni t ies,  insoired dreams

of an opulent  heaven on earth in South Afr ica,

lured addi t ional  migrants to that  country and

ul t imately turned i t  in to an overpopulated inferno

of  unemployed al ief is .

ln magni tude,  rhe emigr3t ion f rom Finland to

South Afr ica was never s igni f icanl .  Taking into

account a lso lhe migrat ion of  Finnish seamen,

which cont inued to some extent  the whole t ime,
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the to la l  number of  Finns sei t l ing in South Afr ica

befo.e World War I  can be est imated at  around

1,500. A specia l  interest  and also comprehensibi -

l i ty  are bound up wi th the c i rcumscr ib€d area

in Fin land involved in the migratory movoment.

The emigrat ion to South Afr ica took place almosr

exclusively f rom Swedish'speaking communir ies

in the southern and centra l  Borhnian coastal
region.  lv lor€over,  even in th is region,  the South

Afr ican fever overtook only a few local i t ies ly ing

most ly beiween the lowns of  Vaasa and Kokkola

{Gamla Kar leby}.  l ts  narrowly local  character

remains a persuasive token of  the importance of

t radi t ion in sustain ing emig.at ion to South Afr ica.

Chronological ly ,  the emigrat ion f rom Finland to

Laain Ameracan countr ies is  l imi ted to rhe present

cehtury.  Ear l ier ,  the few Finns encountered in

Latin Arnerica were seamen who had iumped
ship or  lone adventurers.  The arr ival  of  immj-

grants proper d id not  begin unt i l  as la ie a date

as 1906, d ist incr ly  later  than that  of  other Scan-

dinavians.  This h ighly i r regular  migratory f low

r€ached its maximum volume in the deprelsion

year of  1929, when, according to of f ic ia l  s tat is t ics,

a ro la l  ot  201 Finns were admit ted into Lar in

Regional ly ,  F innish emigrat ion has been con-

centrated on three countr ies in south America

and two in the Car ibbean Sea. In South America,

the chie l  desl inat ions ol  F innish emigrants have

been Arqent ina,  Brazi l  and Paraguay,  and in

the region of  the Car ibbean Sea, Cuba and rhe

Dominican Republ ic .  Argent ina and Erazi l ,  which

have received the larg€st  share of  the Finnish

migratory f low 1o Lat in America,  have also been

the most important  migratory magnets in general ,

In addi t ron,  sol i tary Finnish magrants or  smal l

F innish groups have set t led in near ly a l l  th€ Lat in

American countr ies.

Finnish emigratron to Lat in America has been

character is t ical ly  group emigrat ion,  and the

establ ishment of  f rxed set t lements ha5 marked

the act ivr t ies of  these migrants to a prominenl

extent .  The Colonia Fin landesa in Argent ina,

the Vi l la Alborada in Paraguay,  Penedo in Brazi l ,

P o n n i s t u s  i n  C u b a  a n d  V i l j a v a k k a  ( V i l l a

VasqudzJ in the Oominican Republ ic  represent

thas specia l  feature,  each In i ts  own way,

Part icular  interest  in the under iakangs of  Finnish

set t lers in Lat in Ame(ca at taches to therr  a ims,

which have been very h igh but ,  cr i t ical ty  judged,

urrer ly  unrea, is t rc.  These aims have ranged Jrom

aspirat ions to establ ish a new suomi Fin land -

to utopian dreams of  an Eldorado or  Paradise on

Earth.  Precrsely owing 1o i ls  excepttonal  naiure,

the Finnish emigrat ion to Lat in America deviated

also in st .ucture and m.r t rvatron l rom lhe general

prcture of  mass emigratron to a str ikrng exlent .

With fev!  except ions,  lhe Frnnish emrgrants In

Lat in America hdve enjoyed only modest  success,

l-{

Olavi Lehieenmaki. Ph. Lic.
University of Turku
Finland

FINNISH GROUP IMMIGRATION TO
SOUTH AMERICA:
E X P E R I E N C E S  O F  F I N N I S H  C O L O N I -
ZATION IN ARGENTINA,  BRAZIL ,  DO-
MINICAN BEPUBLIC AND CUBA

In the history of  Finnish overseas emigrar ion,

the emigrat ion ro Ldt in Americdn coun( ies

amounts to a smal l  and re latavely ins igni f icant

s ide migralory f low -  a k ind of  exot ic  episode.

In the absence of  5ystemat ic and re l iable source

mater ia l ,  i t  is  not  possib le to obtain any accurate

f igures on the Finnish emigranls,  bui  a rourh

est imate would put  the tota l  number at  around

two thousand. Of a l l  the Nordic coirntr ies,  Fin land

is the land of  or ig in of  th€ fewest  migrants who

have set t led in regions south of  the Rio Grande.
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especja l ly  in compar ison wi th their  great  expectal -

ions.  The proport ion of  repatr iated emigrants

has been high.  dnd to many a Finn the e\per ience

in voluntary exi le has been a bi t ter  d isappoini '

About 2/3 of  the Finnish c i r izens resident  in

Sweden are of  working aqe (18'64 years)  and

only two per cent  of  them havg reachecl  the

age of  65 years.  Of those who have become

Swedish subjects,  no less than 86 % are of  working

age and eight  per cent  have reached the age of

ret i rement (only s ix per cent  of  th€ chi ldren

w e r e  b o r n  i n  F i n l a n d ) .

At  the end of  last  year,  there l ived in Sweden

104,800 chi ldren under 18 vears of  age at  leasr

one of  whose parents or  guardians (or  only one)

w3s born in Fin land.  Only 30 % b€lonqed to

{ami l ies both ol  th€ parents of  whrch were Finnish-

b o r n .  E v e r y  t h i r d  c h i l d  h a d  a  n o n  F i n n i s h  l a t h e r

and l5 % a non Finnish mother.  No less rha^ 22 %

of the chi ldren were in the sole cusrody of  lhe

mother and I  70 in that  of  the father.

Emigrat ion has a not iceable inf luence on the

choice of  spouse.  ln 1977, lot  Instance,  no less

than 49 % of  the women who were Finnish c i t izens

and got  marr ied in Sweden picked a mdte not  of

Finnish extract ion.  As regards the men, ihe corres-
ponding f igure was 26 %. A d;srrncr ly  sm: l ler

proport ion ot  the male Finnish emigranrs marry

rhan the corresponding f igure for  rhe male populat

r o n  I n  F  n l r n d .  b u r  f i n n r : h  w o m e n  n d r . y  I n

Sweden so.newhat mo.e i requent ly than co

Drvorces are str ik ingly common dmong ihe

Frnnish emigrants l iv ing in Sweden. For exampie

,n 1977, the proport ionate number of  drvorces

awarded Finnish c i t rzens in Sweden was rwrce as

h i c h  a s  r n  F i n l a n d  a n d  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  l r m e s  a s

high as among the nat ive Swedish populataon.

The proport ion of  d ivorcees among the Finns of

Sweden is roughly three t imes rhat  amonq the
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  F i n i a n d ;  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  b a c h e l o r s

is l ikev! ise str ik ingly h igh.

The bi r th rate among the marr i€d Finns of  Sweden

does not  dr f fer  appreciably f rom ihat  among rhe

corresponding populai ron oJ Frnland or  smcng

nal ive Swedrsh women. BI lhs our ot  wedlock

occur wi ih considerably greater  i requency among

rhe emigrant  Finns,  especia l ly  the youngesr age

c i a s s e s ,  t h a n  i n  F i n l a n d  a n d  w i t h ; l i g h l l y  g r e a t e r

Jrequency than among the nat ive Swedish pDpulat .

ion.  To some extent ,  th is d i f ference may be
due _o lhe p 'evdlence ot  .omrnon law .r l r | ,dges

in Sweden Thrty n ine per cenr of  a l l  the chi ldren

F-{

Altti Majava,
Chief ot Bureau, Ministry of Labor
Helsinki Finlano

FINNS IN SWEDEN,  CHARACTERISTICS
AND LIVING CONDITIONS

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  1 8 7 , 6 0 0  F i n n i s h

c i r i z e n s  l ; v i n g  I n  S w e d e n ,  4 1 , 3 0 0  o f  t h e m  h a v r n g

been born rhere.  Ol  the inhabi tanis of  Sweden

a t  t h a t  f l m e ,  2 4 2 , 1 0 0  w e r e  b o r n  I n  F i n l a n d ,

a n d  o f  r h r s  n u m b e r  9 6 , 1 0 0  h a d  a c q u i r e d  l h e

siatus ot  Swedish subject .  The immiqrant  Frnnrsh

populat ion of  Sweden thus rota l led 283,400

persons (=Finnish c i t izens and/or  pefsons born

i n  F i n l a n d ) .  A d d i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  i n  S w e d e n  o f

parents who had changed their  nat ional  a l legiance,

the tota l  number of  residents of  Sweden whol ly

or  hal f  F innish by bi r th or  descent r ises to some

380,000.

T h i s  i m m r g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y

a resu!r  of  ihe postwar exodus f rom Frnland,

for  in 1945 less than 15,000 persons born n

F i n l a n d  w e r e  l r v , n g  I n  S w e d e n .  S r n c e  r h e n ,  n e a r l y

440,000 Frnns have moved west  across the border

to the Swedrsh s ide,  and of  these less than 200.000

have moved back The postwar Finnish defrc| l

n th is mrgratory movement has theretore beeD

almosr 240,000 persons.  The t rde of  emigrai ion

o u t  o t  F i n  a n d  w a s  a t  i t s  h e i g h t  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 9

70, when the popular ion of  ihe counrry declrned

as a conseqLrence.
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born in 1977 to Finnish women in Sweden were

born out  of  wedlock;  in Fin land,  rhe corresponding
f igure was 1 1 % and among the nat ive Swedish
popularion 34 %- A tota, ot 4,300 chitdren were

born to Finnish c i t izens in Sweden thar year;

i t  would have increased the number of  chi ldren

b o r n  i n  F i n l a n d  b y  6 . 6  % .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f

mixed marr iages as ref lected bV the fact  that  in

ohly 35 % of the cases both parents were Fjnnish

ci t izens.  Only the father was Finnish in 5 % ot

the cases,

The part ic ipat ion of  Finns in the working l i fe of

Sweden ;s more generai than that of the popularion

as a whole in e i ther Fin land or  Sweden. Over

hal f  the Finnish emigrants are employed in

industry,  a l lhough th is f igure has diminished in

recent years.  Few Finns are employed in agr i -

cul ture or  as whi te coi iar  workers.  The unempJoy'

ment f rgures among rhe emrgrant  Ftnns w€re

proport ional ly  twice as high la5t  year as among

the nat ive Swedish populat ion but  markedly

lower rhan in Fin land.

The marer ia l  s tandard of  l iv ing among the Finns

in Sweden does not  essent ia l ly  d i f fer  f rom that

prevai l ing among nat ive Swedes of  the same

age and working in the same occupat ions but

somewhat h igher than among therr  compdrr ,o ls

back home. Compared wirh the Swedes,  the

emigrant !  are obl ,ged,  however.  to work harder

and put  in longer hours,  and the state of  their

heal th is  poorer.  The chi ldren of  emigrants face

tougher problems thaD chj ldren back in Fin land;

the scant iness of  ins l ruct ion in the|r  mother

longue weaken their  later  chances of  furrher

educat ion and thereby their  opportunat ies for

advancement in their  careers.
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LABOUR HISTORY

Auvo Kostiainen, Ph. D.
University ol Turku
F in land

CONTACTS BETWEEN THE
LAEOUR MOVEMENTS IN
AND THE USA

F I N N I S H
CANADA

F-{

Canada and the Uni ted States resemble each

other c loselv in the structure of  their  societ ies,

th€ir  industr ia l  l i fe  and other featu.ea.  A srgni f icant

point  of  resemblance is ,  for  example,  the existence

of large ethnic minor i t res in both countr ies.

In th is paper,  the re lat ions between Finns in

North America across the internai ional  boundary

were examined; and the observataon was made

thai  lhese re lat ions have been qurte l ively in,

for  anstance,  the spheres of  re l ig ion,  the tempe-

rance movement and the labor movement.  The

mig.atory movement betu/e€n the countf ies has

also been l ively '  part icular ly  i rom Canada to the

Unired States,  which has exerted a magnet ic pr i l l

on account o l  i ts  super ior  economic strength.  The

Finns in both counlr ies have worked in the same

occupat ions and their  cul lural  act ivr taes in both

countr ies have been very much ot  the same type.

As a case in point ,  the exceedingly act ive conlacts

between th€ Finnrsh supporters of  the labo.

movements in the Uni ted States and Canada have

been examined here.  The examinat ion has con-

centrated on three lev€ls i  personal  contacts,

organizat ional  and general  cul tural  re lat ions,

and the et fects of  these .e latrons carred across

the border,  l t  could be noted ihat  because the



Finnish immagrant  community of  rhe Uni ted

States is  the older,  the labor movement among

the Finns l iv ing in that  country became organized

at an ear l ier  date,  in the 1890s,  whereas in Canada

the organi2at ional  p.ocess did not  actual ly  begin

unt i l  the ear lV Vears of  the 20th cenrury.  As a

resul t ,  many in l luences were carr ied over f rom the

American to the Canadjan s ide:  much help was

received f rom ihe Uni ted Slares in the form

of v is i t ing speakers,  agi tators,  cash contr ibut ions,

etc.  Books and newspapers w€re dist r ibuted

from the American s ide to Canadian Finns.  The

Finnish labor movement of  th€ Uni ted States

has acted l ike,  in a way,  a "b ig brother"  indeal ings

with the corresponding movement in Canada,

Wo. ld War I  const i tu les a k ind ot  turning point-

Af ter  the war,  the Uni t ;d States imposed st i f fer

restr ic t ions than ever on the inf lux of  immigran' ts,

and migrants f rom Finland moved in increasing

numbers to Canada. This turning point  a lso marks

the gradual  aging of  the Finnish immigrants in the

Uni ted Srares and a weakening ot  lheir  aci jv l t jes,

8 y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h €  C a n a d i d n  F r n n r s h  c o m m u n r t y

and also th€ labor movement gained strength;

the movement in Canada gradual ly  gained par i ty ,

at  the very least ,  wi th the corresponding Finnish

movement across the border,  cooperat ive act ion

also grew more animated and received new forms.

In qeneral ,  the quest ion might  be ra ised in th€

l ight  of  the foregoing about col laborat ion between

ethnic minor i t ies across the boundary between

the Uni ted States and Canada. a matter  that  t i l l

now has been s ludied very l i i t le .  As far  as rhe

relat ions bet$/een rhe Finn,sh immigrant  labor

movements is  concerned, such col laborat ion has

been c lose but  i t  could have been even c loser

had not  lhe boundary between the two countr ies

set  up obstruct ions to the development of  act iv i -

t ies.

Arja Pil l i , Ph. Lic.
University of Turku
Finland

CANADIAN-F INN ISH HADICALISM
AND THE CANADIAN AUTHORITIES

Prior  to World War I  and even in the 1920s,  the

aim of  Canadian immigrat ion pol icy was 1o at t ract

as much new labor rn lo the country as poss;bJe-

lmmigrants were needed to lurn the wheels of  the

dominion's economic l i fe.  F inns,  l ike the other

North Europeans,  were general ly  welcomed as

immigrants.  According to the census of  1931,

the number of  Finns l iv ing in Canada came ro

about 44,000,  the major i ry ot  them resident  in

the province of  Ontar io.  Dur ing the per iod before

World War l l ,  the Finns of  Canada were div ided

sharply into two pol i t ical  camps the socia l is ts

and the non'socia l is ts fe l t  nothing but  rancor

toward each other,  There are also indicat ions

lhat  the at t i tude of  the Canadians ioward Finnish

immigrants bolonging to the socia l isr  camp beqan

to take an unfr iendly turn as ear lV as short ly

before the outbreak of  World War l .

The ear l iest  Canadian,Finnish labor organizat ions

were founded r ighl  af ter  the turn of  the cenrury,

and in 191 1 Suomalainen Sosialistij;tjestit
(F innish Socia l is t  Organizar ion) was lormed to

l ink them together.  At  quire an ear ly stage,  the
Finnish socia l is ts of  Canada made moves toward
gett ing into the main currents of  the Canadian

labor movement.  Eefore World War l ,  they gave

therr  support  f i rsr  to the Socia l is i  Party of  Canada

and lat€r  to the Socia l  Democrar ic Party of  Canada
- then,  af ter  the war,  to the communist  move

None of  these radical  lef t is l  part ies sprang very

strong roors in to the pol i ical  soi l  of  Canada. Most

ot  their  support  came from radical  immigranr
groups,  l ike the Finnish and ukrain ian socia l is ts.
From t ime to t ime, the Canadian ru l ing c i rc les

fel t  h ighly drsturbed over the possib i l i ty  thar
revolu l ionary doctr ines mighr gain too strong

a toolhold among the ethnic minoi i t ies.  Thjs

concern was intensi f ied at  th€ c losing stag€s of

World War I  and again dur ing rhe creat  Depression

at  the turn of  the '20s and '30s.  This feel ing

was shdred by rhe aulhor i r ies 'n other counrr ies

tr-{
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ln  September 
'1918, 

the Canadian government

passed a couple of decrees that restricted the

act iv i tV of  the Finnish socia l is l ! .  One decree

forbade the publ icat ion of  newspapers or  l j terarure

in fourteen "enemy languages,"  among which

Finnish was included. As a consequence, two

Finnish ne! \Jspapers,  the non socia l is t  Carada,

Uuttset and the socialist yapaus ceased to appear

for  a t ime. The other decree was designed to

restra in the act iv i t ies of  socia l is t ic  organi2at ions,

and i t  was used to out law, among others,  the

Social  Democrdt ic  Party of  Canada and the

Canadan Suonlalainen Sosiali$ijerjestd. Ihese

extraordinary measures remained in force only

up to the month of  Apr i l  19 '19,  but  their  resciss ion

did not  mean the dispel l ing of  susprcrons.

At  the turn of  the '20s and 30s.  the Canadian

author i t ies strove to curb the act iv i t ies of  the

Communist  party,  in which Fanns arso rook part .

In the !930-1935 per iod,  aboul  a thousand Finnish

immiqrants were deporred because ot  un€mploy-

ment and economic di f f icul t ies as wel l  as for

pol i t ical  reasons.

F-{
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FINNISH WOMEN IN THE NORTH
AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT

l, lomen who emigraled f rom Finland to the New

World panic ipated wath greai  enthusiasm in the

act iv i t ies of  Finnish organi?at ions,  a lso wi th in

the fo ld of  the labor movement.  ln the Finnish

Social is t  Organi .at ion of  America,  which \ i !as

louoded in 1906, there were about 4,000 women,

8

ot  28 " / "  oI  the tota l  membership in 1911. lh

1919 women accounted for  as much as,  perhaps,

40 % of  the membership.  The percentage of

women in the Finnish 'American labor movement

was higher than in the Finnish Socia l  Oemocrat ic

party and not iceably h igher than in rhe American

Social is t  party.

lhe women's act iv i t ies took ptace mainly in the

socia l is t  locals,  which of fer€d oppor lunat ies for

manv k inds of  act iv i t ies.  Their  ro le in the locals

was t radi t ional ly  feminine.  The pr incip le form

of ac( ivr ty w€s rhe sewing c i rc le,  there was one,D

almost every local-  The sewing c j fc jes produced

needlework for  sa 'e at  bazaars,  wi lh the proceeds

going ro assis l  in bui ld ing act iv i ty  of  the locals.

The women organized evening enter ta inInents

and socia l  af fa i rs,  and they cooked and served

cof fee,  The discussion on the ro le of  women In

the organizat ion 's papers somet imes took on an

acr imonious f lavor.  !Vomen were also elected

to the execut ive commit tees of  the locals,  though,

i t  is  t r { re,  fewer of  them than their  number would

have cal led for .  Some women were elected even

to the most inf luent ia l  of f ices in the Socia l is t

Organizat ion.

Women aspired,  moreover,  to in i t iate acr iv i t ies

of  therr  own in the organizat ion.  ln the very

ear ly years,  specral  women s s€ct ions we.e €stab-

l ished in the locals,  af te.  the model  of  the labor

moverhent in Finland. Controversy raged for

years over the need for such women s locals,

bur their  importance remained ! l ight .  Separate

women's act iv i t ics were opposed f requent ly on

lhe ground that  the bourgeois women s movement

might  inf luence the socia l is t  v \ iomen.

The women's act iv i ty  was at  i ts  l ivel iest  in rhe
years 1909 1912. In connect ion wi th the meetrng

of  represenrat ivcs of  rhe Socralrst  Orqdnrzdr 'on

in 1912, a specia l  wom€n's conference was held

to take up issues concerning women. The year

before, a paper for women called fove.ttar begafi

to be publ ished.  Afrer  1914, the women became

dist inct lV more passive In thei .  act iv i ty ,  a l though

iheir  propo( ion of  the membership of  the or-
ganizatron increased. lhe reason was the schism

t h a t  o v e ' r o o L  l h e  S o c r d l r r (  O r g d n ' 7 d t r o n ,  d s  i

consequence of whrch the most activ€ women
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THE AMATEUR THEATRE AND DRAMA-
L I T E R A T U R E  O F  T H E  F I N N I S H  E M I .
GRANTS IN CANADA.  19OO-1939

The cul tural  act iv i r i€s of  Canadian-Finnish immi
grants in general  and the mani fo ld sectors of
immigrant  cul ture associated wi th them have

so far  received rarher l i t t le  at lent ion f rom re-

search scholars,  a l though the migratory f tovement

to Canada belongs to the so.cal led ear lV phase

of European overseas emigrat ion.  The amareur

dramal ic act iv i ty  in paf t icular  that  was carned on

by members of  the labor movement,  however,

was of  such importance and took on such v is ib le

forms that  i t  deserves moie thorough study than

i t  has been given ro dare.

The roots of  the dramat ic actrv i ty  of  the Finnish

immigrants in both the Uni ted Stares and Canada

are to be found in the temperance movement

at  the end of  th€ last  century.  From the temperan-

ce socaet ies,  i t  was t ransferred around the turn

of  the cenrury ro workers '  organt2atrons as a

signi f icant  part  of  their  program of  aci rvr t |€s

The performance of  p lays then evorveo rnto

something more than a form of  enter ta inment

and recreat ion.  For the immigrants who had

embraced socialjst jdeas, the stage beqan lo serve
as a vehic le lor  rhe propagaion of  these ideas;  i t
was percerved that  p lays could be used to edu-

cate audienc€s- The aim of  rhe labor movement

and r ts varrous organizat ions was to make the
Finn,sh immigrants c lass conscrous,  and the rheater

and dramat ic product ions were bet ter  adapted to
fur ther th is a im ihan many other meihods.  In

the major Finn;sh immigrant centers of Canada -

Toronto,  Sudbury.  Port  Arthur and Vancouver ,
the dramat ic performances in "Finn hal ls"  were

a conspicuous part  of  the cul tural  act iv i t ies of  the
immigrant  populat ion {or  decades.

I t  was endeavored f rom the very beginning to
recluit rrf;lers of piays for the jmmigfanl dramatic

societ ies f rom their  own midst .  In the labor
movement,  i t  was fe l t  that  the plays performed

for working-c lass audiences had to fu l f i l l  cer
ta in cr i rer ia before rhey we.e accepaable.  Finnish

immigrant  p laywrighrs produced i 'programs up
to the standard,"  as the def in i t ion put  i t ,  for
the workers '  theater  The plays they wrote deal t ,
above al l ,  wirh issues of  t imety inreresr They
pointed up faul ts in the socia l  order and urged
people to demand reforms and just ice for  indi
v iduals and groups.  - [he 

major i ty  of  the ptays
ie l l  in to the category oi  "one-shot  t i terature,
of fer jng some polemic argument In support  ot  the
labor ideology.  They were capabte of  f i t t ing the
dramat ic societ ies '  momentary rgquiremenrs,  but
wi th a fev!  exceptrons they were unabte ro survrve
as a form of  dramat ic l i terature.

The plays wr i t ten by immigranls cannot,  however,
be cr i t ic ized purely on l i terary groundr by
removing ihem from the background to which
they organical ly  belong.  The dramat ic output  of
the immigrants must be examined in rhe i i rs t
p lace as a whole,  which rhey lorm atongside the
immigranis own dramat ic actrv i t ies.  These ac-
r iv i t ies and the l i terat l r re they gave bi r th to provide
in combinat ion an answer to the queslon of
what the s ioni f icance and the inf tuence of  rhe
ptays amornted ro in the sphere of  Finnish

immigrant  cul ture.  l t  is  only af ter  rh is that  the
art is t ic  mer i ts  ancj  representat iveness of  the ptays

s h o r l d  b e  e r d m i n e o  a n d  a  c o m p r e h e n s r v e  e s t r m a t e
possib ly made of  their  worrh alongside the immi
qrants 'output  of  prose and poetry
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FINNS IN PORT ARTHUR IN THE
INTERWAR PERIOD

The movement o l  people to Canada had been

cut of f  bV World War I  and post-war readjustments

impeded ias revival .  but  by 1923, another phase

was \ael l  in  progress al though the overai l  f igures

at ta ined in 1902-13 were not  reached again-

Wirh the onset  of  the Depression,  th is phase

e n d e d  a b r u p t l y  b y  1 9 3 1

Canada also placed some restr ic t ions on rmml

grat ion al though rr  drd nor establ ish a tormal

quota system. A l is t  of  "preferred'  and "non'

pr€ferrpd" counrr 'es fo,  seleLt ion oI  rmmigrdn:s

vi r rual ly  €xcluded the Chinese and l imi ted other

Asian groupi  sev€rely.  The proport ion of  the

Canadian populat ion of  other than Br i t ish,  French

or nat ive,  however,  rose by more than 18 % by

I 9 3 1 .

The Royal  Commission on Bj- l rngual ism and

Bi 'cul tural ism states in ats report  on the "oth€r"

ethnic groups:  "Many immiqran(s of  th is pe(od

set t led in the mining and mi l l  towns of  nolhern

Ontar io and Br i t ish Columbia,  inc ludrng large

numbers of  Finns.  They were f rom rhe peasant

and working c lass -  losers in the c lass struggle

which to l lowed Fin land's achievement of  inde.

pendence in 1917. lv lany went to the Port  Arthur

area,  jo in ing ear l ier  Finnkh ser l lers,  and they

also developed communit ies in Saul t  Ste.  N4ar ie,

Timmrns,  Sudbury,  To.onto,  Monrreal  and Van

1 0

The r ight  ro natural iuat ion was suspended for

al l  a l ien residents in 1914 and in 1919 the sus

pension was exlended for  ten years for  a l iens

f .om former enemy counlr ies.  inc luding Fin land.

The suspensron wds l i f red in 1923. This suspension

ol  lghts led to (he bel ie l  thar the Conservat ive

Party was less hospi lable to members of  other

cul tural  groups than the Liberal ,  CCF and Social

Credir  part ies.  This suspension of  the r ight  to

narural izarron wds accompanred by suppression

of  the ethnic press of  forme. a l ien nat ional i t ies

a f t e r  1 9 1 9 .

The Depression and accompanying unemployment

caused many e(hnic groups to seek to improle

their  posi l ion through pol i t ical  organizat ion.

Most promrnen( here were the Ukraln ian and

rhe Finns.  In both groups,  s igni f icanl  numbers

io ined the Communist  Partv.

Their  ant iJascist  propaganda was commonly

viewed as a menace to peace. Meet,ngs in foreigh

languages were restr ic ted and prominent leaders

were ja i led.  Al ienai ion of  ethnic groups which

opposed i r  occurred i  the per iod fo l lowing the

lMunich agreem€nt-  By 1940, meetrng pla€es of

rhe Ukrain ian Labor Temple and the nat ional

Finnish body,  the Finnish Organizat ion of  canada,

Thus the post- ! . /ar  per iod seems to d iv ide in lo

two per iods,  one character ized by a high inf lux

of  immrgrants and economic prosper i ty ;  th€

other by low immigrat ion,  some return migrat ion.

and a struggle wi th the austere condi t rons of  an

economic depression,

Al though the largesr immigranl  movement to

Canada occured in the pre-waf per iod,  reachrng

d  p e a k  o l  4 0 0 8 / 0  I n  1 9 1 3 ,  F ' n n , s h  r m m r g r a r r o n

is a departure in that  the highest  inf low occurred

in the 20's.  The peak years for  immigrat ion were

1923 1924 when 6, '123 persons arr ived

The Uni ted States,  a l though t radi t ional lV the

promised land of  European immlgrants,  does

not t igure prominent ly  in post  war Finnish move

ments.  In 1921, th€ lJ .S.  set  f i rm restr ic t ions on

immrgrat ion and eslabl ished a Finnash immrgral ion

quota of  566 persons annual ly .  This can be v iewed

as a decrs ive facior  rn the posl  war movement 10

Canada.



Early organizat ional  inf luences,  in i t ia l ly  through
the temperance movements,  sporrs and cul tural

act iv i t ies and f inal ly  pol i t ics,  can be t raced !o

the Uni ted States.  The arr ival  of  refugees f rom

the war in Fin land in rhe 1920's had an inf tuence

vvhich was ret lected in the lat ter  hal f  of  th is

Such socia l  and pol i t ical  developments need to

be re lated to changing economic condi t ions.  The

role of  the Finns in the general  process of  in-

dustr ia l izat ion in Nortwestern Ontar io can be

related to nalronal  and inte.nar ional  economic

changes including the growth of  an industr ia l

H
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THE EARLY FINNISH -  AMERICAN
SETTLEMENTS IN FLORIDA

Palm Beach counry in $outheast  Flor ida today

has one oJ the largest  nar ive-born F:nnish-

American set l lements in North America.  About

10,000 Finns f rom the North and f rom Finland

have made the Lake Worth-Lanrana area their

permanent home. Our ing the uJinter  months,

thrs communi ly swel ls  to more than 15,000
persons.  The Gold Coast  Finntown is ioday the

most dynamic Finnish ethnic community in the

Uni ted States.  Many t radi t ional  immigranr

act iv i t ies cont inue strong in th is community.

I t  supports lour churches,  two imposing hal ls ,

lhree radio programs, scores ol  business and

socia l  serv ices,  and 18 di f fereD! ethnic c lubs or

Alrhough Finnish Americans are today mainlV

concentrated in two areas,  N€w Port  Richey and

Lantana -  Lake Worth,  these are not  the locat ions

of  the ear l ies l  F innish communit ies or  set t lements

in Flor ida.  As was the case in the North,  isolated

Finnish "p ione€rs" in i t ia l ly  drew at tent ion lo

the possib i l i t ie !  of fered by the last  of  the f ront ier

areas of  cont in€ntal  Uni ted States,  The most

notable of  these ear ly t ravel lers to Flor ida was

Lars Florel l .  F lorel l  was a member of  the Finnish

resistance movement and was forced to leave the

country in 1907. The Sw€dish-Finnish archi t€ct

purchased a c i t rus grove in De Land, Flor ida,  and

thereby became the f i rs t  (known) Finn to put

down roots in Flor ida.  Through Florel l ,  a number

of  entrepr is ing Finns in Minnesota and Michigan

became aware of  the possib i l i t ies of  farming in

Flor ida.  One of  these w3s Mart in Hendr ickson,

a Finnish socia l is t  speaker f rorn Virg in ia,  lMinne-

sota,  who served as a sales agent for  a Flor ida

land speculator .  Through Hendr ickson,  more

than twenty fami l ies f rom Minnesola and lMichigan

p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  I n  A s t o r ,  F l o f i d d .  t h i s c o m m u n | l v ,

located about 30 mi les southwest o l  Daytona

Beach, was the f i rs t  ser ious ef for t  by Finns 10

farm in Flor ida.  A combinat ion of  lack ot  know-

how for  growing c i t rus f ru i t ,  unsui tabi l i ty  of  the

land for  immediate plant ing,  d i f f icul t ies in

adjust jn!  to the Flor jda c ' imate,  and markei inq

problems prevented the Astor  colony f rom p/o6-

per ing.  The spread of  adverse publ ic i ty  aboul

condi t ions in Astor  made i t  impossib le to at t ract

others to the area,  The modest  s ize of  the colony

and i ts  inabi l i ly  io generate ihe usual  immigrant
' n s t r t u r i o n s  l h a l l .  c h u r c h l  a l s o  p l a V e d  a  p a r r  r n
prevent ing the colony f rom erpanding and f lou-

r i s h i n g .

Jacksonvi l le ,  F lor ida,  promised to become an

important  Finnish center  aroung 1910 when

i ts ship-bui ld ing indusrry at t racted more than

a hundr€d carpenters.  However.  the war and the

post  war economic recession spel led doom for

th is colony.  Many of  these bui lders moved to

Miami,  where an economic boom durtng tha

ear ly 1920's provided employment for  several

hundr€d Finnish boi ld€rs.  A number of  thes€

fami l ies purchased farms outs ide of  Miami and

became permanent set t lers in the area.  Approxr '

mately the same was repeated in Palm Beach,

65 mi les north of  Miami,  a decade later  when

six Finnish fami l ies purchased larms in the area.

l--.



The or ig ins oJ the New Pon Bichey Finnish

colony is  s imi lar ly  connected wi th the ear ly

construct ion boom of  Tampa -  Si ,  Petersburg,

being picked ei ther f rom tapes or  Vi f taranta 's

notesl  and/or  F innish-Am€rican l i terature (newa-

papers,  calendars,  a lbums).  The dict ionary at

present comprises some 850 typewri t ten page5,

but  the author intends to make tur ther revis ions

and addi t ions on a r€search t r ip scheduled for  the

spr ing of  1980.

3 'A gtudy of  the dist inguishing features of  Ameri -

can Finnish,  part icular ly  as they p€rta in to vo-

cabulary as wel l  as to phonology and morphology

and, to some extent .  syntax too.  This part  would

become a subslant ia l ly  enlarged vars ion of  an

art ic le publ ished by Vir taranta in 1971 in Swedish

under the ti'tle Finskan iAmerika.

In research into American immigrant  speech,

i t  is  especia l ly  important  to know wel l  the local

d iatects of  the regions where the immigrants

came from; th is js  a matter  scholars who have

made a study of ,  for  instance,  American Swedish

have emphasi?ed- And th is hasatsobeen Vir taranta 's

guid ing thought.  Many Finnish Americans have

retained the ant iquated dia lect  of  their  home

distr ic t  in rhe Old Country surpr is ingly wel l
(notv! i thsranding their  having mixed words of

Engl ish der ivat ion in their  speech,  some more,

some less),  in some cases evsn bet ter  than their

contemporar ies who have l ived al l  their  l i fe in

Fin land but  whose speech has been af fected by

standard Finnish,  e lpecia l ly  of  late.  The conser '

vat ive features of  the Finnish speech of  Finns in

America rhus y ie ld inre.est ing informat ion also

about certa in Finnish dia lects as they existed

around the tu.n of  the century.

Professor Vir l . ranta also draws at tent ion to the

subject  matter  of  Ioan words f rom American

Engl ish and the mot ivat ions for  the loans in

other words,  why has such and such a lvord been

bortowedT For example:  why have words l rke

haussi, ruuma, leeki ot leiki, /r,/// been adopted

to repface ln Finglish lhe homey \fiotds talo,

huone, jervi, mAki ot vuoril

Part icular  emphas;s is  p laced on the di f ferences

to be noted betw€en rhe Finnash spoken by the
farst  immigrant  generat ion and thai  of  their

of fspr ing as wei l  as of  (he n€xt  generat ion afrer

thai ,  and also on the speech d; f ferenc€s between

immigrants l ivrng in d i f ferent  surroundings.

f-{

Prof . Pertti Virtaranta
University of Helsinki
F in land

FINNISH OIALECTS IN AMERICA -

SOME EXPERIENCES AND PROBLEMS

Professor Per l l i  Vi r taranta f i rs i  descr ibes the

mater ia l  on which his extensive study of

"Finglish' (fingliskd is primarily based: tape

recordings made among Finns l iv ing in the Uni ted

States and Canada, amount ing to roughly 40O

hours plaVing t ime, of  which the tapes made

by Vir taranta himsel f  account for  some 250

hours.  (Al l  the recordings are stored in the Finnish '

Language Archives of  tape recordings in Hels inki ) .

In addi t ion,  the professor has consul ted his hand'

wr i t ten notes f rom two research t r ips ro the

Uni ted States and Canada { two moDths in 1965

and three weeks in 1975).  The number of  sub-
jects interv iewed by Professor Vir taranra in North

America comes to about 200,  most  of  whorn

migrated to the New World befor€ or  dur ing

The studv Professor Vir taranta has under wav

and the structure and resul ts of  which he discusses

in h js paper is  d iv ided into three parts i

1 A select ion of  about a huodred samples of

{ree (that is, not read from any paper) speech,

t ranscr ibed f rom sound tapes and accompanied

2 An etymological  d ict ionary of  American Finnish,

or  Fingl ish-  This parr  contains some 2,500 Fingl ish

words or  expressions that  are der ived in one way

or anorher f rom American Enqt ish { loans adapted

to the Finnish language, loans by t ranslat ion,
quotat ion loans).  Af ter  the t i t le  word,  t rs American

Engi ish model  is  presenred along wj ih ao example

or examples of  i ts  use in speech ( the examples
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Vktaranta 's study is  phi lo logical ,  but  i t  a lso has

socio logical  aspects.  Furthermora,  there is  reason

to point  oul  that  Part  I  of  the study casts fa i r ly

var ied l ight  on rhe history,  l i te and habi ts of

thoughr of  Finnish Americans,  for  they have

spoken about such th ings as:  l i fe in rhe "Old

Country"  before their  departure for  America,

the reasons for  their  migrat ing to America,  ear ly

di f f jcul t ies in the "New CoLrntry,  '  l i fe  as a farmer,

miner,  lumber jack,  t isherman, domest ic servant ,

etc, ,  organizat ional  act iv i ty ,  contacts wi th other

American Finns,  t ies to Fin land.  observat ions

on other ethnic groups.  l ike the Indians,  re lat ions

with other immigrants,  compar isons between

America and the Old Countrv,  opin ions about

c!r rent  condi t ions,

When the f i rs t  F innish forest  workers f rom Canada

arr ived in Soviet  Karel ia,  the pol i t ical  leaders of

Soviet  Karel ia ia id down direct ives for  thess men

to teach the local  inhabi tants the t r icks of  their

t rade.  The Canadian Finns did not  qet  as v is ib le

a teachers ' ro le as had been contemplated at  the

lumber ing center  of  l \ ratroosa.  which had been

intended to serve as a model  for  other such centers,

A number of courses were neve(heless arranged

at lvlatroosa wirh the idea ot "passing on the

experiences of the Canadians to the great masses."

It appears that s€v€ral hundred "instructors" got

their trsining at Matroosa and that quite a large
proport ion of  them hai led f rom other parts of

the Soviet  Union than Karel ia.

Agr icul t l r re was a second-class occupat ion in

Soviet Karelia, but it was end€avored to develop

agr icul ture there too dur ing the per iod of  the

f i rst  f ive-year p lan.  Old farms wer€ combined to

form kolkho?es and,  at  least  in certa in boggy

areas,  land was c leared for  new col lect ive farms.

The kolkhozes of  Hi i l isuo,  Sade and Vonganper i ,

for  example,  were founded by Finns arr iv ing
from North America.  Of these,  Sdde belonged

expressly to Finnish migranrs f rom Canada; and,

according to accounts publ ished in Soviet  Karel ian

newspapers, it was the best cultivared coll€c'iive

farm in the Karel ian province of  Aunus (Olone' tz) .

Al though the Canadian Finns did succeed ro some

ext€nt  in tu l f i l l ing the goals set  by the Sovier

Karel ian aulhor i t ies,  many of  the Finns f rom

Canada were bi t ter ly  d isappointed in rne con-

di t ions prevai l ing in Karel ia.  Thus,  i t  may be

esi imated that  near ly one-hal t  ot  the Canadian

Finns returned atrer  a tew years ei ther to Canada

or to Fin land.

}-{

Sesslon.

PATTERNS OF MIGRATION

Reino Kero, doc.
University ol Turku
Finland

THE CANADIAN FINNS IN SOVIET
KARELIA

When the Soviet  Union,  in connect ion wi th the

implementat ion of  the f j rs t  l ive-year p lan,  sought

to t ind sui table products to €xport  to markets

in western Europe, Soviet  Karel ia became a highly

rmportant  regron- The product ion goals of  the

forest  industry in Soviet  Karelra were set  much

higher rhan ear l ier ,  and th is meant that  new

labor had to be obtained for  the region.  As Soviet

Karel ia lacked ski l led labor in part icular ,  the

Frnnish rmmigrdnrs who had 6cqu,red e\per ience

in rhe l iJmber camps of  Canad3 and the Unrted

Sta(es app€ared lo b€ extrem€ly soirable tot

recruitment. Betw€en abour 2,O00 and 3,0OO

Canadaan Finns migrated at  rhal  i ime wirh h igh

e-

hopes to Sovrer Karel ,a.
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Keiio Virtanen, Ph. Lic.
University of Turku
Finland

SETTLEMENT OB RETURN:  F INNS IN
THE OVERSEAS RETURN MIGRATION
MOVEMENT

1) The reparr iar ion o{  emigrants has been rhe

subiect  o l  hardly any research whatever.  The

doctoral  thesis of  ih is wr i rer  is  now in press and i t

was scheduled to appear by the beginn,ng of

December th is year.  l t  deals wi th the 380,000

Finns who migrated overseas {mainty to the

Uni ted States,  Canada, Afr ica,  Austra l ia and

South Amer 'ca) before 1930. At  the same t ime,

th is phenomenon is compared wi th the repartr iat -

ion of  emigrants of  other nat ional i t ies,  According-

ly,  at  th is stage ia rs nor possib le !o br ing to rhe

fore the main research resul ts,  which,  however,

wi l i  be made avai lable imm€diately af ter  the
publ ic  debate on the thesis.  l t  can al ready be

slated that  the elucidat ion on the 9eneral  and

indiv idual  levels of  the migratory ant l theses,  to

r e m a i n / t o  r e t u r n ,  w h i l e  t a k i n 0 ; n t o  a c c o ! n i  t h e

mo(ives prompt ing emigrat ion,  wi l l  probably

provide inter€st ing comparat ive and explanatory

matef la l  lor  dedl 'ng wrth lhe cur.ent  mrg.atofy

problem involv ing emigrat ion f rom Finland to

Sweden, The star t ing points of  the phenomena

are s imi lar :  economic factors w€re the basjc reasons

for  emigral ion.  Al though the distances between

the country of  departure and the countr ies of

dest inat ion were di f ferent ,  corresponding adjust-

ment p.obl€m6 are to be seen as fundamenr€l  in

bolh migrarorv movements.  Srnce overseds emi-
grat ion is  Jargejy a phenomenon of  the past ,  many

of the factors shedding l ight  on the emigrat ion

taking place at  presenr can be perceived in i ts

phases,  speci t ical ly  as re lated to repatr iat ion;

in other words,  the study sheds l ight  on the matter

of  what determin€d rhe emigrant 's  decis ion ei ther

to rerurn or  to stay abroad. This,  in fact ,  is  ihe

central problem of manpower and populalion

pol icy ar  present.  Whereas the observat ion is  made,

for  instance,  that  an overseas emigral ion repalr iat

ion general ly  had to rake place very soon r f  i t

was to take place at  a l l ,  cer ta in specia l  condi t ions

ar€ set  up wi th regard to the r€patr iar ion of

Fionish emigrants now set t led in Sweden. Cor-

aesponding exrmples are to be tound in abundance

in mV doctoral  thesrs,  whrch has a stronq socio
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hiltorical point of view when it produces, for

instance,  a typology of  the centra l  factors deter-

mining repatr iataon.

2l  My la lk in Toronro re lates part icular ly  to (he

Finns of  Canada, so that  the fo l lowing can be

dealr  wirh even before rhe academic debate.  Up

to 1930, about 60,000 emigrants lef t  F in land

for  Canada, roughly one'hal f  the number having

migrated in the 1920s- Th€ choice of  Canada

came abour becairse the Uni ted Stdtes,  the pre-

ferred dest inat ion.  imposed st i f f  restr ic t ions on

the entry of  foreigners in the ear ly 1920s,  which

caused lhe migratory stream to t jnd a new dischar-

ge channel .  In general ,  the ernigrants in Canada

were placed in jobs not  requir ing any specia l

sk i i ls  and that  ranked low on the socia l  scale.

The men worked most ly In mines and in the
lumbef ing indusiry and the women In servrce

occupat ions.  The main areas o{  set t lement were

the provinces ot  Oniar io and Br; i jsh Cojumbia-

The emigrants were concentrated in certa in local i -

t ies,  which helped them to adjust  to Canadian

society.  The most important  center  of  Finnish

set t lement was Port  Arthur ( later  Thunder Bay),

on the shore of  Lake Sup€r ior .  O!\ , ing to the

recency of  the arr ival  of  the immigrants,  the

Finnrsh stamp is v is ib le to th is day 6n lhe tace ot

th is c i ty  ot  100.000 inhabi ldnts.  Thare is  a sec

t ion of  the town where the s igns on stores and

other bssiness establ ishments are in both Finnish

and Engl ish.  Correspondingl . ' ' ,  as th€ immigrant
generat ion has aged, a l ivelv migratory movemenl

has taken place f rom cold ontar io to vancouver,

in part icular ,  on the Paci t ic  coasl  of  Br i r ;sh

Columbia,  wi th i ts  p leasant c l imate.  This mig-

rat ion can be compared to ihe migrat ion of

Finnish-Americans s ince World War I l  f rom

northern states to F lor ida.

The emigrants '  d i l f ;col t ies of  adjusrmenr were

at  their  worst  raght  af ter  their  arr ival  in the

country.  They gradual ly  began to feel  more at

home as re lat ives f 'om Finland jo ined them,

as they got  marr ied,  and so on.  Thus their  t ies

wi(h the Old Country began ro loosen, and the

idea of  returning,  which manv emigrants had al

f r rst  nursed In their  mrnds,  r€ceded into the back-
ground. Only a smal l  minor i ty  -  12,000 '  14,000

pefsons returned to Fin laod to stay,  even though

the condi t ions of  t ravel  star t ing in rhe 1920s



were good in comparison with the situation around
rhe turn of the century. On the other hand, tem-
porary visi ts became commonplace along with
the imorovements made in communications.
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Tom Sand lund,  Ph.  D.
Abo Akademi
Finland

PATTERNS AND BEASONS IN EMI_
GRATION OF SWEDISH FINNS

The Swedishspeaking minor i ty  in Fin land has

been proport ionately decl in ing s ince 1910. In

that  year,  the 73,000 Swedish Finns accounted

lot  17.5 % ol  the tota l  populat ion of  the country.

In 1975, the corresponding f igures were 303 000

and 6.4 o/o.  The highest  re l iable populat ion coun' t

for  the Swedish'speaking Finns is  to be found in

the census of  1950. Their  number in thal .year

was 348,300 and their  proport ion of  the tota l
populat ion of  Fin land came to 8.6 %.

Two great  per iods o{  emigrat ion are on record:

the per iod between 1880 and 1914, and the
per iod between 1950 and 1970. In each per iod,

Ior ty to f i f ty  thousand Swedish-speaking Finns

lef t  the country wi thout  any int€nt ion of  ever

returning.

Character is t ic  of  the f i rs t  emigrat ion per iod was

an exodus f rom the Eothn;an region,  where an

est imated 53,0O0 emigrants hai led f rom, compar€d

with the f igure of  only 5,000 for  the southern
province of  Uusimaa. In spi te of  the except-

ional ly  h igh bi r th rate and rapid populat ion growth

in the Bothnian c i t ies and towns,  a consequence

of rh is emigrat ion was nevertheless a decrease in

the Swedash'speaking populat ion of  the Bothnian

region.  On the other hand, the Swedish-speaking

populat ion increased at  a h igh rate in both the

urban and rural  communit ies oI  Uusimaa {Nyland).

The second emigrat ion per iod drained the populat-

ion of the Swedishlanguage areas mors ev€nly

and contr ibuted heavi ly  to a populat ion decl ine in

al l  lhe regions at  th€ same t ime as the bi r th

rale at  th is t ime (1950-1970) was low. In the

decade ot  the 1970s,  emigrat ion was on tho wan6.

but  two or  three t imes as many Swedish-speaking

as Finnish-speaking Finns,  proport ional ly  speaking,

cont inued to leave the country,

A comparason bet \ reen these two emrgrat ion
periods as regards the eftects oI emigraiion on

the s ize of  lhe Finnishswedish populat ion,  the

distr ibut ion between town and country and the

socia l  s t ructur€ wouid be an important  r€search

task,  which would be c losely bound up wi th the

study ot  the people who b€came ernigrants.  Th€
paper points up in th is connect ion the ef lects

on the dist r ibut ion belween urban and rural

communit ies as wel l  as on the s ize ol  the populat-

The populat ion of  the c i t ies and rowns (wi th the

except ion of  rural  areas that  technical ly  belong€d

to urban munic ipal i t i€s)  grew vigorously dur ing

the f i rs t  emigrat ion per iod but  remained by and
large unchanged dur ing the second per iod.  Th6
province compris ing the Aland ls lands is  the

except ion,  for  the populat ion of  the capi ta l  c i ty ,
Mar iehamn, grew except ional ly  rapid ly betwe€n
1950 and 1970. Dur ing th is per iod.  rhe populat ion

decreased in a l l  the rural  d isrr ic ts.  The rural  decl ine
in populat ion is  dependent on both emigrat ion and

urbanizat ion as wel l  as the int€ract ion ol  thgse
factors.  As regards the f i rs t  per iod,  regional  d i f fe.

r€nces show up c lear ly-  ln rural  Uusimaa, the
populat ion increased markedly whereas in ' the

rural  d ist r ic ts of  the Borhnian region i t  underwent

a steep downward t rend;  on the other hand, the
rural  populat ion of  Turunmaa and rhe Atand
ls lands remained unchang€d.

In 1880'1914, the migratory movoment was

directed mainly toward North America but  fo l lo-

wing World War l l  mainly to Sweden. General

factors cornmon to both language groups und€r l i6

the emigrat ion to th€ Uni ted States,  whereas

economic factors have seldom under la in the

emigrat ion oI  Swedish-speaking Finns to Sweden.

Fami ly t ies and language tactors,  together wi th

Sweden's select ive recrui lmenl  of  immigrants,

have been of greater importance.



Despi ' te the di f ferences in t ime and distances'

l inguis l ic  mi l ieu and history,  i t  can be noted'

in consider ing the country oJ dest inat ion of

FinnishSwedish emigrat ion,  that  the act iv i t ies

of  Swedish'speaking emigrants I rom Finland

contain many s imi lar  features in the Uni ted States

and Sweden, features that  can b€ analyzed by

means of  the pair  of  concepts,  l inguisr ic  and re-

gional  loyal ty,  or  the sense of  belonging together '

An astonishing number of  Swedish speakrng

emigranls f rom Finland l rv ing in Sweden exper ien

ce idenr i ty  problems, which,  v iewed against  the

background of  largely a common language, seem

puz2l ing.  On the other hand, i t  is  only natural

for  the indiv iduals wi th the strongest  Finnish-

Swodish ident i ty  to exper ience the biggest  d i f f i -

cul t ies in the c l rcumstance that  they are no in_

vhible minot i rY grouP in Sw€den

f-{
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