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Ultimately the decision to emigrate is a lone-
iy  one.  l t  i s  based on  a  mul t i tude  o f  fac to rs
wh ich  make each immigrant  a  un ique case.
Desp i te  the  many ind iv idua l  reasons ,  i t  i s
also possible to isolate general causes that
aftect the emigration-immigration pheno
menon.  The pa t te rn  o f  F inn ish  immigra t ion
to Canada is characterized by five distinct
phases: the period before the First Word War
11890.1914) ;  the  pos tWor ldWas I  decade o f
prospe l l t y  {1920-1930) ;  lhe  depress ion
(1931-1938) ;  the  Second Wold  War  (1939-
1947) ;  the  pos t  Wor ld  War  l l  per iod  o f  se lec ,
t i ve  immigra t ion  (1948-  1978) .

A combination ot economic and polit ical
tactors have shaped Canadian immigration
po l icy .  The government  regu la t ions  on  F in
nish rmmigration to Canada have had a di.
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rect impact on the tim,ng, size and compo-
siton of the immigration. This impact, the
changing nature of Finnish immigration from
1890-1978,  and the  combina t ion  o f  'push '

and 'pull '  Iactors in their historic bontext,
are the subjects of this paper.

Many excellent, detarled quantitative ana-
lyses ahd economic and polit ical interpreta-
tions of the Finnish emigration phenomena
have been published.l They indicate that
most Finns who prepared to sail to the New
World before 1930 anticipated better econo-
mic opportunities. They were often single,
young, healthy and fi l led with optimism.
Although many planned to return tg their
homeland, only about twenty percent ever
did so - most became 'permanent'settlers in
Nor th  Amer ica .2
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Others emigraled because, dissati lf ied with

the polit ical situation in Finland, they loo-

ked for a freer polit ical climate in North

America. This was especially true during the

turn'ot-the-centurY period of Russitication

and conscription. To many young Finns,

North America was Jar mole enticing than

service in Russia's backward militaty forces.

Yet others fled during and immediately after

the  tu rmoi lo f  the  F inn ish  C iv i l  War  in  '1918

The economic and poljt ical uncertainty, the

changing social system of Finland where the
bonds that had tied peasants to their farms
were loosening, combined with improved
communications and transportation net-
works, made emigration an acceptable and
attractive alternative to a l ite plagued with

uncerlainties.

Canadian immigration policy dunng the farst
phase of Finnish immigration was basically
free unti l 1895. and strongly encouraged du-
rinq the period 1896-1914. Officially rhe
policy was designed to bring in farmers and
farmworkers to populate the Wesl. At t irst,
the Finnish immigrants seemed to be ideal
settlers. Propaganda about Canada was cir-
culated in Finland as early as 1883'84 when
folder maps and pamphlets printed in the
Finnish language were distributed by the
Canad ian  Pac i f i c  Ra i lway  (C-P.R. )a  ln
1893 the Office of High Commissioner to
Canada in London authorized the printig
of 30 000 folders to advertise Canada in
F in land.5  The C.P.R.  cont rnued i t s  recru i t .
ment  in  F in land dur ing  the  1890 's  th rough
the medium of agents such as the Finland
Steamship Company and newspaper articles.
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Arter 1896 the Government of Canada in-
tens i f ied  i t s  so l i c i ta t ion  o f  F inn ish  immi -
grants in both the United States, which had
been the recipient of the first f low of Fin-
n ish  emigran ts  s ince  1860,  and in  F in land.
The following newspaper article, published
in 1899, reflects rh€ init ial enthusiasm for
Einnish immigration in people-hungry Cana-
d a l

Whaiever amount o l  mo^ey may be asked for  such
a prupose ought to be cheerfut ty granted.  Ships
should be sent  and evelv faci l i ty  at forded these
intending set t lers,  who should be set t l€d €n masse
wherever may be deem€d desirable.  The Grand
Duchy ot  Fin land,  is ,  we read,  no longer acxnow-
,edqed by the Czar, who the.eby vjoiares his oath
10 observe the ancienr const t tut ion ol  the country,
Let  the Grand Duchy be t ransferred,  as far  as the
people can do i t ,  to Canada W€ n€€d set t ters,  and
no bet ter  could be found rhan th is remarkabte
people.  The Canadian parr ioar 's  work is  before him
in th is matrer .  Up and do i t l "

In 1899, the Canadian government sponso-
red five Finnish delegates to come and choo-
se the most appropriate place for this anti-
cipaled mass settlem€nt. The d€leqation cho'
ce the Red Deer District of Alberra, which
was reserved for them on the cond it ion that
"no t  less  than 4000 sou ls  (be)  p laced. . . in
each year beginning next year, 1900."7 In
1901, a group of Finns responding ro the
C,P.R- promotion in the Northern States,
reserved four townships near "New Finland"
in Saskatchewan for lVlinnesota Finns.S

o€rpite the encouragement and help from
the Canad ian  government  and th€  C.P.R. ,
lhe  F inns  d id  no t  tu rn  ou t  to  be  eager  agr i
cultural settlers. l\4any lacked the init ial f i-
nancing necessary even eith the prospect of
free land. Other were unwill ing to make the
longterm investment ol t ime necessary to
turn the bush into a selJ,supporting farm.

It soon became evident that, once in Canada,
fie maiority of Finnish immigrants became
wage workers instead of farmers. The pat-
tern of Finnish settlement in Canada by pro,
vince as calculated from the 1901 Censusof

Canada shows halt the reported Finns resid'
ing in Ontario. They were settled near larg€
construction projects (Sault Ste. lVlarie), mi-
n ing  towns (Sudbury ,  T immins ,  K i rk land
Lake, Cochrane), railroad and lumbering
towns lThunder Bay) and urban centers {To-
ronto). The second largest provinde ot Fin-
nish settlement was Brit ish Columbia where
Finns could be found in the Vancouver ls-
land coal minig towns, logging camps and
the urban areas such as Vancouver.9

Considering the money invested tor recruit-
ment of Finnish farming settlers, the prairies
did not attract many Finns. The plan to sett-
le Finns in the Red Deef district attracted
only a few hundred settlers. l\4ost oi the
Finns found in Alberta were in the hard-
rock minig areas. This trend continued unti l
the First World War which etfectively inter'
rupted the movement of immigrants until
1 9 1 9 .

The first phase ot the Finnish immigration
to Canada was characteri2ed by a steady in-
crease in numbers indicating that the promo-
tional activit ies of the government and the
C.P.R.  had no t  been in  va in .  Up to  1891,  fo r
example, Finnish emigrants to Canada cons-
tituted only about I per cent of the total
overseas migralion. By World War l, the rela-
tive importance of Canadian emigration had
increased to such an extent that it made
'17 per cent of the total emigration from Fin,
land. l  o

The second phase of the Finnish immigra-
tion to Canada ( 1920'1g3o)witnessed a high
increase in the annual arrivals trom Finland.
Ouring rhir period the government of Cana-
da. responding to public opinion which tea-
red the increasing number of industrial wor-
kers, established new immigration regulati '
ons. In 1922, immigrants from Scandinavia
and Finland were restrickted to: bona fide
agriculturalists; bonaiide farm labourers; fe-
male domestic servants; and members of the
immedia te  fami ly . l  l
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Travel l ing across the At lantc was a Jr ightening bur a lso excir ing exper ience for  the immrgranls manv ol

w h o m  w e r e  s i n g l e  a n d  o o k r n g  t h e r r  l o r l u n e



I

I
I

On the surface, the finnish immigrants satis-
fied these requirements. Calculations based
on the intended occupation reported by
those immigrants destined to the labour
force (therefore, excluding dependent wo'
men and ch i ld ren) ,  show the tdur jng the f isca l
year  end ing  in  Apr i l  1929,  3331 workers
arrived to Canada. Ot these, 44 yowere "Jar-
mrng class" and 39 % "female domestic ser.
vants"; thus, fully 83 % appeared to meet
the government criteria.l 2

When these figures, however, are compared
with those of the intended destination a dif-
ferent picture emerges. Finnish immigrants,
unlike the other immigrants arriving at the
same time, did nor intend to settJe in lhe
pra i r ie  fa rm- lands .60  % o f  them.  compared
with 26 % of the average immigration, were
head ing  to  Ontar io ,  wh i le  on ly  4  % p lann ing
to settle in the prairies (Manitoba, Saskat'
chewan, Alberta) compared to 57 % of the
average immigrants. Ouebec and Brit ish Co-
lumbia were also over represented in Finnish
intended destination f igures.l 3

It appears that the Finns were, to some ex-
tent, distorting their inlormation to meet
the  government  regu la t ions .  Soon the  immi .
gration branch was inundated with comp-
laints from concerned Canadjans. For ex-
ample :  "As  a  Canad ian  I  des i re  to  see th is
country go ahead...but not at the expense ol
b r ing ing  in  F inns ,  o r  any  o ther  se t t le r  marked
for  fa rming  when the  rea l  In len t ion  is  to
make miners  o f  them.  o r  even lumbermen. l4
Vrihile Canada needed agricultural settlers,
i t s  mines ,  ra i l roads  and lumber  camps depen
dd on cheap immigrant labour, and the go-
vernment  appeared a t  f i r s t  to  be  w i l l i ng  to
turn a blind eye to, or even encourage, the
impor ta t ion  o f  migran t  wo.kers .1  5

The F inns  concent ra led  In  the  unsk i l led
and semi -sk i l led  jobs  in  Nor thern  Ontar io
where  they  qu ick ly  ga ined a  reputa t ion  fo r
labour  rad ica l i sm.  In  F in land,  soc ia l i sm,  So-
cial Democracy and trade unions were an ac-
cepted and recognized part of l i fe well befo

re the First World war; but in Canada they
were considered radical institutions. The in-
secure and unsafe working environment of
$e immigrants in Canada further convinced
many Finns that "if you want justice in the
@untry you must f ight tor it." Many Finns
all ied with Canadian socialist and communist
parties while undertaking their own propa-
ganda and educational programs at the
F inn ish  ha l l s .16

Eventua l l v .  the  Canad ian  au thor i t ies  ex-
pressed reservations about the desirabil ity of
the Finns because ot their radicalism. The
Finnish Social Democratic Partv in Canada
was among the tirst organizations to be ban-
ned by a Canadian government order-in
council. In l9l9 an immigration officer
commented, "We are not taking any steps to
encourage Finnish immigration, especially
of the labouring classes."18 Finland was re-
moved from the preferred countrv l ist. The
Department ot lmmigration and Coloniza-
tion based their decision on the reports of
their inspectors working in areas with a large
Finnish population. The inspector from
Fort Will iam,tor example, explained.

They are dgt€rmin6d la$/ br€aksrs in som€ wsyr,
have no regard for the g{me and fishery laws, or
the Ontario Temp€ranc€ Act. arc profsssional

bootlgggsrs... Th€y ar€ k€on on rhe uso of kniv€s

most ly of  their  own make.. .  From the b€st  author i -
ry eighty-fivo percent are radical in thoir views and
with numb€rs in a d ist r ic t  would surely cause
lrouble unless haash maasurgs wgr€ u3€d.. .  lwould
recommsnd rhat th6ir imlhigratioD to Canada bo li-
mi t€d.  -

The Finns had com€ a full circle in the Cana-
dian official mind. from ideal settler to un-
desirable radical. Despite the expressed
concerns and more restrictive categories, the
Finns continued to immigrate; tully 37 274
arrived during the decade between 1920-
'1930, doubling the number of Finnish set-
lers from 2l 494 to 43885.20 lt appears,
then, that durinq this decade, the govern-
ment's immigration regulations were unable
to control effectively the nature of the Fin-
nish immigration to Canada. With the "clo-
sed cioor" policy of the United States, al-
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most all of the overseas emigration Jrom
Finland after 1924 came to Canada.

During the Great Depression immigration to
Canada was strictly and successfully curtai-
led .  In  1931,  on ly  136 F inns  ar r i ved  a f te r
which the numbers dropped below one hun-
dred unti l 1948.21 In fact, during this peri-
od the Finnish settlements in Canada expe-
rienced a migration loss. In examining a typi-
cal depression period year (f iscal) 1933-
1934 it becomes evident how tightly the ga-
tes were shut. A total of 51 Finns were allo-
wed into Canada via the Ocean Ports. Of
these, l0 were reported to b€ ioining thei.
husbands,32  were  reun i t ing  w i th  the i r  pa .
rents (31 ot these were under the age of l8),
I were destined to join other close relatives,
and only one was going to an employer. Of
this group of 51, only two were adult
males.22 During the same period, 19 Finnish
males were rejected at the Ocean Ports and
one Finnish female was asked to return,23
In addition. the government's statement of
deportations reveals that 120 Finnish males,
twenty females, and nine juveniles were de-
ported under the vagrancy (public charge)
laws and another '17 

for criminal offences.24
These figures exclude the persons accompa-
nying those deported and, therefore, under
represent the total number of persons or-
dered to leave the country.

The depression period also witnessed consi-
dereble out-migration. Finnish records indi-
cate. that the return migration reached its
maximum during the depression with annual
numbers rising to over 3 000 returning from
North America.25 Unfortunately, the Cana-
dian authorit ies have not indicated the out-
migration numbers, and the Finnish authori-
t ies have not differentiated between the U.S.
and Canada. Since the Finnish immigration
to Canada was newer, and since most return
migrants had stayed less than five years in
their country of immigration. it can be esti-
mated that a larq€ proportion of the annual
3000 return emigrants were Jrom Canada.

1 0

Another important out-migration phenome-
non which helped to reduce the Finnish Ca-
nadian population was exodus of radical
Finns to Soviet Karelia where they hoped to
eslablish utopian socialjst communities. The
immigration records l ist over 600 Finns by
name. most of whom originated from the
Thunder Bay, Sudbury and Toronto areas
and all of whom traveled in groups.26 lMore
in-depth research, however, has led scholars
to estimate the number of Finnish-Canadi-
ans leaving for the Soviet Union to b€ from
2OO0 to 4000 between the years 1930-
' t935.27  In  1936,  another  186 F inn isn  mares
lett to tight in the Republican side oJ the
Spanish Civil War, many of whom perished
in the bloody battles of the war.28

The restrictibe immigration legislation in Ca-
nada sinc€ '1931 effectively curbed Finnish
immigration. In addtion the government's
horassment oJ radicals, the dissatisfaction of
many immigrants with their economic, wor-
king or l iving conditions and ofticial depor-
tations combined to reduce the actual num-
ber of Finns l iving in Canada.

During the Second World War, the oceans
were not safe for passanger travel and most
countries restricted the oLrt-migration of
people, In the fall of 1939, Russia attacked
F in land.  F in land res is ted  b i t te r ly ,  and soon
the sympathies of the Canadian people were
wi th  the  F inns ,  whose "va l ian t  s t rugg le"
agarnst the giant was reported at lenght in
the  Canad ian  pr " , . .29  A{ t " ,  the  tenrporary
peace t rea ty  o f  1940,  wh ich  le f t  F in land
truncated, another grand scheme was launch-
ed to bring Finns from ar€as captured by the
Russian to Canada. Premier Hepburn of On-
tario sent a proposal to settle |00 000 Finns
in  the  Nor thern  Ontar io  c lay  be l t .  The i r  fo r -
mer radicalism now seemed les5 menacrng to
lhe  immigra t ion  o f f  i c ia ls :
l1 rs wel l -known to a l l  those who have had anything
r o  d o  w i r h  F i n n i s h  i m m i g r a r i o n  i h a l  t h e r e a r e b o r h
'whi le and red'  F inns.  We gor some ol  the lat ter
€nd for  awhi le thear colour spread l rke rhe measles.
I  am gldd ro say,  however rha( In re^eent ye,r \  ihf iF
has been a verv notrcedhle chanqe ""



The Finns were no more eager to settle as
farmers near Cochrane, Ontario, than they
had been, fitty years earlier, to move en mas-
se to Alberta -they politely declined the of-
fer. International event intervened as well,

and,  by  1941,  Order - in -Counc i l  PC1373
had deemed Finland an enemy nation figh-
ting against Russja, Canada's new ally. The
nationals oJ Finland became "inadmissible

to Canada" unti l 1947, when the order was
rescinded.3l Thus, for nearly 17 years after
1930,  F inn ish  immigra t ion  to  Canada was a t
a  v i r tua l  s tands t i l l .

blacks and Asians remained. The PostWorld
War l l Finns did not come under any sp€cial
legislation, prejudice, discrimination or pre-
ference.

The years immediately following the remo-
val of enemy alien restrictions saw a sharp
increase in the number of immigrants. This
news wave brought 14 193 arrivals in the
1950's.33 Many of these were people who
had wished to immigrate earlier, who came
to join families or who escaped trom the
battle- worn country and the threat ot rene'

-

Finnishcanadian pionsers c lear ing the bush in Northern Ontar io,  1905.

When the doors to Canada were reopened an

1947 ,  Canad ian  immig ra t i on  po l i c y  had  been

redesigned to meet the modern requirements.

I n  l i ne  w i t h  P r ime  [ { i n i s te r  Mackenz ie  K ing ' s

proposals, Canada remained committed to

growth and recognized the new needs of an

u rban i zed .  i ndus t r i a l i zed  and  h igh l y  t echn i -

cal society.32 The classes of admissible im'

miqrants were adlusted accordingly, while

remnan ts  o f  r ac ia l  d i sc r im ina t i on  aga rns t t he

wed attack during the period ot Gold War.
As the Finnish economy improved, unemp-
loyment declined and the standard of l iving
rose, less people were inclined to leave their
country. New patterns of emigration emer-
ged. Finns began to move to nearby Sweden
which was experiencing an unprecedented
economic boom. Over 350000 Finns have
settled in Sweden since the Second World
war .34
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A comparison of the nature of Finnish immi'
gration to Canada before the depression {fis'
cal years 1928-29) and after the new immi-
gra t ion  po l i c ies  ( f i sca l  year  1951-1952) ,
demonstrates that in 1952 the pattern of
Finnish settlement was very similar to the
pattern of average immigrant settlement.

Table l :  Intended Oest inat ions 35

1929 1952
A l l  F a n n a s h  A l l  F i n n i s h

l m m i -  l m m i -  l m m i -  l m m i -
grants grants 9rants grants

Ontaf lo 26 " ,6 6OY. 54% 53 %
8 r i l s h  C o l u m b i a  4 o / o  A %  7  %  1 6 %
O u e b e c  1 1 Y "  2 8 %  2 5 %  1 3 %
Prair ies 57 Yo 4 % 12 ak 14 aA

East 2 "/" O o/" 2 "A 4 %

Finns were s igni f icant ly  under represented

only in Ouebec and over repres€nted in
Br i t i sh  Co lumbra .  The pra i r ie  p rov inces
showed a sharp general decline in the num-
bers of destinations of immigrants and On'
tario had become lhe recipient ol over 5O 7o
of the new arrivals. The occupational struc
ture comparisons also reflect the new immi'
g ra t ion  po l i c ies .

Before the depression the skil led workers
had made upp only 3 % of the reported
occupat ions ,  wh i le  in  1952 they  made up
the largest segment at 41 % of the total.
S imi la r ly .  the  fa rming  c lass  had dec l ined
lrom 44 Yo to l4 o/o and the number ol fema'
le domestics from 39 70 to a mere 6 %. These
figures are an indication ot the efJect ot Ca
nac ian  immigra t ion  po l i cy  and o f  the  genera l
wor ld -w ide  change in  the  occupat iona l  and
res idence s t ruc tu re  o f  the  peop le .  F inn ish
Post  Wor ld  War  l l  emigran ts  le f  t  b€h ind  a
count ry  fa r  more  indus t r ia l i ze  and urban ized
than the earlier emigrants who came over
whe lminq ly  f rom the  ru ra l  a reas  o l  Ost ro -
bothnia or lrom the undeveloped North.

A f te r  the  in i l ia l  onrush o{  F  Inn ish  immr-

g ,an ts  in  the  ear ly  1950 's  the i r  numbers  have

been relatively small. New immigration regu-
latios in 1962-'1967 encreased the emphasis
on educational training and occupational
sk i l l s  and ins t i tu ted  a  po in t  sys t€m o f  eva lua-
tion.

Table 2:  Intended Occupat ions of  Finnrsh lmmi-
granlg - -

1929 1952 1963 1968 1978

Farmers 44 Y,'

Domest ics 39 %

U n s k i l l e d  a V a

Ski l led 3 Y,

Protessional 6 ?.

1 4 %  5 %  1 8 a A  0 %
6 y "  1 3 %  1 1 0 / o  6 %

32V" t570 1E v. 20%
4 1  0 / .  2 0 7 , 2 5 %  1 1 %

7 % 47 % 30 01" 63y.

Discrimination was abolished and a universa-

l i s t i c  immig ra t i on  po l i c y  was  i ns t i t u ted  on

Ocrober 1, 1967. Three classes of admissible
immigrants were createdr lndependent im-

migrants, sponsored dependents and nomi-

rEted relat ives. On July 25, 1977 the House

of Commons passed Bil l  C'24, embodying a

new immigration pol icy for Canada. Since

then immigration has been closely t ied to a
populatron pol icy. employm€nt needs and

fam i l y  r eun ion .  The  immig ra t i on  o f f i c i a l s
fol low annual guidel ines based on up-to'date

information of Canada's requirements. The

c lass  o f  nom ina ted  re l a t i ves  has  been  remo-
ved ,  and  t he  s t ress  i s  on  i ndependen t  immi
g ran ts . ' '

A prof i ie o{ the intended occupational cate-

go r i es  o f  F inn i sh  immig ran ts  t o  Canada

cledriy demonsTrdle5 rhe effect ol the incred-

s rng  se lec t i veness  o f  Canad ian  immig ra t i on

po l i cy .  A f t e r  each  new  po l i c y ,  ( 1963 ,  1968

md  1978 )  t he  number  o I  educa ted ,  sk i l l ed

and  p ro less rona l  F inn ' sh  immig ran ts  I nc red

sed .  I n  1978 ,  t he  comb ina t i on  oJ  sk i l l ed  and
p roJess iona l  ca lego  es ,  shown  In  Tab le  2 ,

made up 74 o'6 of the total,  compared to

56  % i n  f 968 ,67  % i n  1963 ,  48% n  1952

a rd  9  % i n  1929 .  The  number  o t  F inns  t ha t

mee t  t he  immig ra t i on  ca tego r i es  i s  ve ry  sma l l
-  l ess  t han  500  annua l l y  s i nce  1970  have

been  ab le  t o  a r r i ve .



The pattern of Finnish sett lement in Canada

has shown remarkable consistency through'

ou t  t he  pe r i ods  unde r  exam ina t i on .  On ta r i o

|Es continued to receive an increasingly large

$a re  o f  t he  F  i nn i sh  immig ran ts ;  65  % o {

the  F inns  l i v i og  i n  Canada  i n  1971  we re  f ound

in  On ta r i o .  The  u rban  F inn i sh  popu la t i on  i n

Canada  g rew  t rom 35  % i n  1901  to  76  % i n

1971. The latest stat ist ics of intended desti '

na t i ons  o f  F inn i sh  immig ran ts  con f i rm  the

1971  se t t l em€nr  pa t t e rn  i n  1978 ,  65  % re -
ported to be heading to Ontario, 14 % to

E r i t i sh  Co lumb ia  and  13  70  t o  t he  P ra i r i e
p rov  nces . JS  J  he  on l y  s :g4 rg rcan r  change

nds  been  rhe  g rowrh  o f  F rn . l i sh  i ' 1 , ]m ig ra t i on

b  A lbe r ta  s rnce  1975 .  Th i s  re f l ec t s  t he  eco -
nomrc  oppo r l un ; ' r es  rha t  r he  o i l - r i ch  p rov in

cc  i s  db le  t o  o i f e r  we l l  educd ted  immig ran ts .

The  e f f ec t i veness  o f  t he  i nc reas ing l y  soph i s -

t icated Canadian immigration pol icy is clear-

ly ref lecred from the study oi Finnish immi-

gration to Canada. Betore the Second World

War, the pol icy was able to encourage the

impo r ta t i on  o f  immig ran ts ,  bu t  was  no t

sL rccess fu l  i n  l oca t i ng  t he  F inns  i n  l a rm ing

a reas .  The  res t r i c t i ve  l eg i s l a t i on  du r i ng  t he

depression and the Second World War com'

de te l y  c l osed  t he  doo rs  f o r  F inn i sh  immi '

gfants. The selectiveness of the post World

Waf  l l  immig ra t i on  po l i c i es  has  l im i t ed  t he

number  o {  F inn i sh  immig ran ts  t o  Canada  as

\,vel l  as changed the occupational prot i le of

those admitted to th€ country. l I  can be

conc luded ,  t hen ,  t ha t  t he  gove rnmen t  r egu

la t i ons  on  F inn i sh  immig ra t i on  t o  Canada

have  had  a  d i r ec t  impac t ,  i f  no t  a lways  t he

desired one, on the t iming, size and compo

s i t i on  o f  t he  imm ig ra t i on .
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Kanadan siirtolaisuurpolitiikan vaikutus ruo'
malais€en siirtolaisuuteen

Suomalaisten s i i r to la isuus Kanad€an voidaan iakaa
vi i teen er i  a janjaksoon: 1890-1914; 1920-1930;
1931-1938; 1939-1947 ja sot ien je lkeinen aika
1548-197a.

Taloudel l iset  ia pol i i l t iset  teki jat  ovat  yhd6ss6

muokanneet Kanadan 5i i r to la isuuspol i t i ikkaa- Har-
jo i tetru pol i t i ikka ol i  vapaata vuoteen 1895 saakka
ja vuosina 1896-1914 s i i r to la isu{ l r la iopa suosi t r i in .
Tavoi t teena ol i  saada maatalousvSestoa uudisasuk-
kaiksi  lannen €sut tamista varten.  Suomalaiset  e iv; t
kui renkaan ol le€t  er i ty isen k i innostunei ta maan-
vi l le lyksesla,  iokd ol rsr  vaatrnut  a lkupaaomia,  vaan

si jo i t tu ivat  y le is immin kaivosseudui l le.  Vuosina
1920.1930 Suomesta suuntautui  vormakas s i ino.
la isuus Kanadaan. Ta.kein syy rdh;n ol i  Yhdysval
tain maahanp?jesyn .aioirukset, jotka vuodosta
1924 l6ht ien ohjasivar melkein kaiken suomalaisen
sr i r ro larsuuden Kandddan. Pulakauden dr lana drna
vuoteen 1948 saakka suomalais ia saapui  suhreol l i -
sen vah;n Kanadaan. Tel le a ja l le o l i  ominaista ta-
kais inpaluu ja muutto Neuvosto Kar ja laan.  Toisen

daarlmansodan ie,koon',g5o-luvulla riirtolai.uus
Kanadaan osoir t i  ia l leen l isaentymis6n merkkej : i ,
mutta hyvinvoinnin l isS6ntyesse Suomossa ja Ruot-
sin aletua verdA puoleensa muuttui tilanno j6l'

l€en.  Si i r to la isten ammat i l l inen tauata poikkosi

a ikaisemmasla:  nyt  ru l t i in  teol l isuudosta kun ai -
kaisemmin maataloustausta oli ollut vallitsova.
Tam6 sel i t tyv osi t ra in s i l la ,  6t t i i  1960- luvul la
Kanadan s i i r ro la ismdbrayks€t  korosi ivat  korr lu-
tuksen ia ammattitaidon merkitystS- Vuonna 1967
Kanada omaksui  s i i r lo la ispol i r i ikan,  joss6 tn l i ja t
ryhmite l t i in  {1)  vapais i in,  {2)  avustot tu ih in {3)
snkulaiss i i r to la is i in.  Vuodssta 1977 l iht ien Kanda-
dan sr i r to la ispolr t i ikka pvrk i i  or tamaan huomioon
veesrdpol i i t t iset  ja ty6l l isyyspol i i r t is€t  teki jet  seke
si i r to la isperh€iden yhdistymis€n.

Kanadan s i i r lo la isool i r i ikal la on ol lut  keskeiD€n
si ja suomalaisessa s i i / to la isuudessa Kanadaan. En.
nen to ista maai lmansotaa s€ houkut t€ l i  luomalais ia
maahan, mutts i  onnistunu!  saamaan hei te maanvi l -
je l i jo iks i  to ivotussa m;6r in.  Kanadan rot i€n ie lkron
omaksuma val ikoiva s i i r lo la isuuspol i t i ikka ra,o i t t i
suomalaistenkin maahanpAdsyb ia vaikut t i  hoiden
ammatt i rakentoes€€nsa.
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