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FINNISH OFFICERS IN
THE RUSSIAN ARMY
AND NAVY DURING
THE AUTONOMY
PERTOD (1809-1917)

The armed forces of the Russian Empire,

with i ts many dif ferent peoples, were

inevitably heterogeneous in thear national

composit ion although their off icial charac-

ter was f irmly Russian as well  as imperial.

Throuqhout the eighteenth century the
rulers of Russia had been eager to dcquire

the services of their non-Russian subjects

and of foreigners as soldiers, technicians and

administrators. lvlen o{ the highest social

classes entered imperial service as mil i tary

and  nava l  o f f i ce rs  and  as  c i v i l  o l f i c i a l s  o f

comparable rank. Thus the Germans of the

Balt ic provinces and the inhabjtants of Old

Finland, the Vi ipuri  province ceded to Rus-

siain 1721. were attracted gradually into the

service of th eir new sovereign. By the t ime the

res t  o f  F i n l and  was  un i l ed  w r th  t he  Russ ian

Emp i re  i n  1809  many  uppe r  c l ass  F inns
f rom O ld  F in l and  we re  se rv i ng  as  o f f i ce rs
1n  t he  Russaan  a rmy
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The Russian tradition of encouraging new
subjects to enter imperial service continued
into the nineteenth century. The opportunity
to serve the Emperor became therefore
open to the inhabitants of Finland as a
whole after 1809. A strong tradition of
service to the state - for reasons ol social
prestige and economic necessity - already
existed among members of the Swedish,
speakang upper  c lass  in  F in land.  A f te r  the
severance of the polit ical connection with
Sweden circumstances became favourable to
the  en t ry  o f  F inns  in to  Russ ian  serv ice  as
officers. t

A factor ot crucial importance in inducing
Fanns to become officers in the Russian
army and navy was the lack of opportunity
fo r  such serv ice  in  F inn ish  un i ts .  The F inn ish
army that had iought against the Russians
in 1808-09 was promprly disbanded, rhe



oificers being retired on generous terms
taht did much to reconcile them to the new
connection with Russia as well as to avert
a catastrophic effect on the l ivelihood of a
sizeable part of the upper class. There
were three subsequent phases of military
activity in Finland during the nineteenth
century, from 1812 to 1830. from 1854 to
1868 and f rom 1881 to  1901,  bu t  th€
number of troops raised during these periods
was never large and only the Guards Finnish
Rifle Battalron enjoyed a continuous exisr-
tence unti l i ts disbandment in 1905. 2 The
very impermanence of the Finnish forces,
their l imitation to infantry or rif les {though
there was also a small naval unit for some
years), and their restricted size encouraged
service in the Russian army, by contrast a
vast and stable force, in which career oppor-
tunities were wide and constant and where
the prospecl of active service appealed to a
keen ofl icer. The Russian navy, which
sailed far beyond the Baltic and Black Seas,
had its own attraction to the seafaring Finns.

8ut Russian service was attractive, too, even
to the less adventurous members gt the
Finnish upper class. during the first half ol
the nineteenth century because the oppor-
tunities tor suitable occupations in Finland
were so tew. Pressure to obtain civil and
military posts in Finland was reduced by
some members of the upper class entering
the Russian army and navv which had
a large and continuing need for officers.3
The existence in Finland of an ofl icer
training school, founded at Haapaniemi
in Savo in 1812 and transferred to Hamina
in 1819 as the Finnish Cadet Corps, resulted
in the production o{ a steady stream ol
Finnish oJficers for whom there was no
employment except in Russian service.4

Before th€ reform of military education in
Russia in the '1860s, the recruitment of
officers was based, with minor exceptions,
not on education or abil ity but on birth.
Thus  nob les  were  pr iv i leged in  be ing  ab le to
attend military €drJcational institutions, such
as cadet corps, which gave them the possabi
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litv of a good start to a military or naval
career. Nobles who entered mtlitary service
as volunteer non{ommissioned officers- the
method by which the maioraty of otficers
was obtained - had to serve for a shorter
time before they were commissioned than
members of other groups which enjoyed the
privilege of entry as volunteers, such as the
sons of clerqy or of merchants.

Although the Russians were happy for Finns
to become oti icers, problems a.ose in fitt ing
them into the social categories used in Rus-
sia. The principle was established as early as
1820 that Finns stood in the same por,tion
in relation to entry to Russian military
service as the corresponding Russian privi-
leged estates.5 Although the interprelalion
of this principle caused ditf iculties, the sys
tem of entry according to privilege was not
a handicap to the rnajority of Finns who
wanted to become officers since they were
the sons ot officers, or of officials, or
nobles. all categories actually encouraged
by the system to enter militarv service.

To enter Russian service was, ol course, an
action which in many cases was not under-
taken without serious thought. There was at
first reluctance to enter the toreign world
that the Emprre represented. Nevertheless,
by the 1820s, when the first generation
brought up since the beginning of Russian
rule was reaching military age, old anti-
pathies to Russia as the former enemy of
Sweden and Finland had lessened or vanish-
ed, the Empire s€emed less stranqe and a
greater wil lrngness to enter the Russian army
was to be expected. By this time, too, the
battalions of the Russian garrison in Finland
were accepted as having clos€ ties with the
country.

The 1830s and 1840s witnessed a number
of measures to encourage Finns to enter the
Russian army and navy. The Finnish Cadet
Corps was enlarged to an establishment of
120 cadets, scholarships for Finns were
;ntroducel at the Bussian Naval Cadet
Corps and at the Pavlovsky Cadet Corps



which trained army ofticers- The most
remarkable Finnish privilege in respect of
mi l i ta ry  educat ion  in  Russ ia ,  the  unaque
reservation ot places for Finns at the exclu-
sive Page Corps. was instituted a l itt le later,
in 1855. These scholarship arrangements
persisted, with various modifications, unti l
1917. Of great signif;cance, too, was the
setting up, with tinancial aid from the Finnish
government, in 1846 of a Yunker School in
Helsinki to train as ofJicers young men who
entered the Russian army in Finland as
volunteers. (ln the Russian army at that
time the term yunker designated a noble
accepted for service as a volunteer before
becoming an officer.) For the greater part oJ
its existence the Helsinki Yunker School
emphasised the teaching oI the Russian
language to Finns. a subject which always
proved diff icult to those Finnish potential
ofticers who were entirely reliant on Russian
taught in Finnish schools.6

Demand to enter Russian service probably
reached a peak durinq the reign of Nicholas I

11825-55) and official encouragement of
cadets and volunteers was partly a response
to existing pressure to become officers.
In  add i t ion ,  some prominent  F inns  looked
on service in Russia as a means of drawing
Finland into closer contact with the Empire
as well as providing, for polit ical and ad-
ministrative reasons, a group of Finns who
would acquire - particularly if educated in
Russia - a thorough knowledge of the Rus-
s ian  language.  The r€ ign  o f  N icho las  lwas  a
time when there were few career opportu-
n i t ies  in  F in land,  few F inn ish  mi l i ta ry  un i ts ,
and few opportunities in Russia itself out
side military service. Preiudice against Rus-
s ia  as  the  o ld  enemy had d ied  in  F in land and
the  new F inn ish  na t iona l i sm had no t  ye t
gained wide support. Nor had Russian
nationalism come to influence whal remained
the service of the sovereign. The low stan'
darcis ot education and training ot much ot
the Russian officer corps were actually to
the advantage of those Finns whose know'
ledEe ol Russian was poor.

However. after 1860 many ol the factors
conducive to the entry of Finns into Russian
military s€rvice were resersed. The Russian
garrison in Finland seemed more alien as
units were rotated regularly. The spread of
education in Finland gave in theory more
men the qualif ications to become officers -

though the Russian language was less taught
- just when the educational reguirements of
the army were rising and the importance of
the social origin ot potential officers was
reduced. In practice, the improvement of
career opportunities both in Finland and in
Russia with the expansion of industry and
trade caused service as an oJficer to repre-
s€nt only one 0f many careers open to a
rapidly growing body of educated - and
increasingly Fi|]nish-speaking - men. lvlany
of the new occupations were financially
more attractive than service as an officer
and this fact was not lost on young men
deciding on their careers.

A further disincentive to becoming and
officer in Russian service was the change
in the worse in opinion in Finland towards
Russia and in Russia towards Finland. Stud-
ent circles in Helsinki in the 1850s had
already telt that to enter Russian service was
improper. This view was strengthened and
widened by the growth of l iberal opinion in
Finland. With the revival of the Diet and
the institution of economic reforms which
helped to separate Finland irom Russia,
Finnish autonomy came to mean more.
Finland and not the Empire became increa-
singly the focus ot Finnish loyalty, A
consequence ot this was the unwill ingness
even of members of the Finnish government
to see advantage for Finland in the encoura-
gement of the service of Finns as Russian
officers.

Reaction in Russia to the development of
what appeared to be a foreign state within
its borders became unfavourable and provo-
ked the constitutional conll ict with Finland
at the end of the nineteenth century. At this
point, some Finnish officers serving in Rus-



Th6 Russian Yunkor School  in Hsls inki  t ra in.d many Finns a5 intantry o l f icors.  This group,  photoeraphad
outs ide the School  in 1867, inc ludes a Finnish instructor  and several  Finnish pupi ls .  (photograph:Museo-

sia began to experience a clash of loyalties
b€tween Finland on the one hand and the
Emperor, the Empire and the armed forces
on the other, A few Finnish officers left the
servjce but many remained, avoiding any
concern with polit ics, keeping away from
units stationed in Finland, and generally not
encountering prejudice on the part of their
Russian colleagues. The russification policy
did, however, contribute to the decline in
the  number  o f  F inns  w i l l i ng  to  become
officers in the Russian army and navy.

For these various reasons, the broadening of
the recruitment of the Russian officer corps
after education rather then social origin had
become the principdl criterion lor becoming
an otficer in the 1860s and 1870s did not re
sult in an increasing number of officers from

4

Fin land.  ln  fac t  the  dec l ine  in  the  number  o f
Finns at the Hels;nkj Yunker School was a fac-
tor leading to its closure in 1879 since the
Finnish government telt it was no longer get-
ting good value for its contribution to the
School's upkeep. Closure of the School in
lurn reduced lhe opportunrty tor Frnns to
train as officers. The closure of the Finnish
Cadet Corps in 1903 because of Russian
nationaiist pressure dealt an even more
severe  b low to  F inns  seek ing  a  ln i l i ta ry
education since Finnish boys brought up
in  F in land were  usua l ly  inadequate ly  p re
pared In the Russian language to enter
cadet corps in Russia. The decline in the
number  o f  F inns  serv ing  as  o l f i cers  in  the
Russian army and navy retlected the grow-
ing  d i t le ren t ia t ion  o f  F in land f rom the  Em,
prre as polit ical changes followed the growth
of  F inn ish  and Russ ian  na t iona l i sm.



Therei plenty of information, much of i t

coniemporary, about the numbers and names

of Finns in Russian service.T None oI this

information is off icial part ly because Russian

service records were interested in social origin

ra the r  t han  i n  na t i ona l i t y  and  pa r t l y  because

upper class Finns were excluded trom the

system oJ registering Finnish migrants in

Russ ia  t ha t  was  ma in ta ined  by  t he  F inn i sh

Passport Off ice in St Petersburg. More'

over, even those Finns who made contem-
porary estimates of the number of Finnish

o f l r ce rs  had  cons ide 'ab le  p rob lems  i n

dec id i ng  who  was  a  F inn .  Su rnames  we re

no t  a lwavs  re l i ab le  i nd i ca to rs  o f  na t i ona l i t y

s i nce  many  Swed i sh  F inn i sh  names  we re

dup l i ca ted  by  German  names  i n  t he  Ba l t i c
provinces. Second and third generations of

F inns  m igh t  be  comp le te l y  r uss i f i ed  even  i f
s t i l l  l ega l l y  F inn i sh .  Neve r the less ,  i t  may  be
estimaled that up to 4,000 Finns served at
some t ime as off icers in the Russian army
and  navy  be tween  1809  and  1917 .  By  t he
ea r l y  1830s  t he re  we re  some  400  F inn i sh
off icers In the Russian army and navy; this
had r isen to at least 700 by 1850. Thereafter
the number fel l  and i t  had dropped to under
400  by  1914 .

A very large proport ion of upper class

ian r r l r es  had  members  , n  Russ ian  ! e r v i ce

thoLrgh this is not to say that they al l  served

in  Russ ia .  l t  was ,  f o r  examp le ,  €s t ima ted  an

1833  tha t  abou t  ha l f  o {  t he  o { f i ce rs  o f  t he

ba t t a l i ons  o l  t he  Russ ian  ga r r i son  i n  F in l and

were  F inns ,  I  b r t  - any  oJ  l hese  o f f i ce rs

would never have served in the Empire.

Howeve r ,  j us t  ove r  a  f i f t h  o i  a l l  adu l t  ma les

be long ing  t o  t he  Fann i sh  nob i l i t y  ( 143  ou t

o f  695 )  we r€  se rv i ng  i n  Russ ia  i n  abou t  1850

and  ra the r  l e55  t han  a  t i f t h  i n  1871 -  Even  i n

1916  abou t  a  t en th  o l  F i nn i sh  nob lemen
( 1 3 0  o u t  o f  1 , 2 3 1 ) w e r e  s e r v i n g  i n  R u s s i a . 9

Thanks  t o  t he  ex i s tence  o f  t he  F inn i sh  Cade t

Co rps  €xc lus i ve l y  f o r  F inns  t hough  no t  j us t

f o r  F rnn i sh  nob les  and  t he  scho la rsh ips  l o r

F ,nns  a t  RL rss ian  cade t  co rps ,  a  no tab le  p ro

po r l r on  o f  F inn i sh  o f i r ce rs  ob ta rned  t he  bes l
t ype  o f  p repa ra t i on  ava i l ab le  l o r  a  m i l i t a r y

career. Thus 7OZ of the 955 cadets comm-

issioned trom the Finnish Cadet Corps

during i ts long existence entered Russian

units, while some of those who entered

Finnish units would have transferred 5ubse-

quen t l y  t o  Russ ian  se rv i ce .  Ove r  100  F inns

became off icers alter attending the Naval

Cadet Corps in places special ly reserved for

Finns. About the same number attended the

Page Corps. lvl i l i tary education at these

privi leqed establ ishments taci l i tated the entry

of Finns to the guard, since those who

completed such courses with the best results

could be considereC for commissions in

gud rds  reg imen ts .  Th i s  was  advan tageous  i n

that many of the army s senior off icers were

drawn from the guard. A good education
also improved chances of entering the art i l le '

ry and engineers, which demanded a relat ive-

ly high standard, and of subsequeotly aftend-

ing the general stalf  academy and other

academies for special ist off icers. Off icers

who entered the army as volunteers were

less  l i ke l y  t o  advance  f a r  i n  t he i r  ca ree rs

but for some years even Finns who became

ofl icers in that way had the advantage of

attending in Helsinki a yunker school which
had been set up well  in advance of the found-

ation of such establ ishments throughout
the  a rmy .

Finnish off icers served in al l  branches of the
army and navy - a few even in the Cossacks -

but they lended to be concentrated dispro-
po r t i ona te l y  i n  t he  gua rd ,  t he  a r t i l l e r y ,  t he
general stalf  and the engineers, in other
words in the most prestigious and inf luential
areas. Because of their tendency to enjoy
privi leged training, and oI course also because
o f  t he i r  ab i l i t y ,  t he  number  o f  h i gh - rank ing
Finns exceeded the proport ion oJ Finnish
off icers in the army and navy as a whole.
Y r j d  Kosk inen ,  w r i t i ng  i n  1877 ,  ca l cu la ted
on the basis of names in off icial army l ists
that forty-two Finns were serving as generals,

a f igure which exceeded comfortably the
total of thirty-two gen€rals in the army o{
Sweden and Norway. He commented, not
unreasonably, thal " l f  we lack soldiers. at

!-.



least we have no shorrage of comman-
ders". 1o

Some Finnish ofl icers achieved considerable
fame. General Anders Edvard Ramsay, who
commanded b.iefly in Poland in 1863, rose
high ln the lavour of the Emperor. General
Axel Gadolin was one of the great arti l lery
technicians of the Russian army, whose
work is mentioned with praise by modern
Soviet writers, who conveniently forget his
nationality. General Oskar Gripenberg
commanded at the luckless battle of Sandepu
dur ing  the  Russo-Japanese War ,  res ignrng  rn
disgust at the conduct ol his commander-in
chief. Admiral Theodor Avellan, as director
of the Navy l\4anistry, bore a share ot res-
ponsibil i ty lor the naval disasters of the
same war - and was sacked. Ouite apart from
ordinary military and naval service, Finnish
officers in Russia ran armaments factories,
surveyed remote areas, and built railways.

The consequences of the service of Finns in
the Russian army and navy are hard to assess.
The F inn ish  h is to r ian  E.  G.  Pa lmdn,  wr i t ing
in 1908, concluded an article about Finns in
foreiqn service with the words, "A regretful
fatherland remembers each one who has
grown up here to be capable of work in or-
der to give to other lands and peoples the
fruits oJ their labours. But no matter where
his career has taken him, each one, tossed
by tate on Joreign shores, deserves the res-
pect and gratitude of future generations for
preserving the virtue of hjs forefathers and
for bringing honour to the name and nation
of  F in land" .1 l  For  Russ ia ,  the  F inn ish  o t l i -
cers represented a generally reliable and
capable group of officers. General Nikolai
Nikolaevich l\4urav'ev ( 1794-1866) consider-
ed that Finns "have always performed their
duties correctly and efficiently and that as
men they have always been both honourable
and devoted" . l2  F inns  in  Russ ian  serv ice
enjoyed their own society and met together
when they could but they were not clannish
and exclusive in their social l i fe. They
escaped the resentment sometimes aroused
by the Germans and the mistrust that
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affected relat ions with the Poles, two

national i t ies by which they were always

heavi ly outnumbered.

The educated Russians' view of Finland and

the  F inns ,  wh i ch  was  no t  i n i t i a l l y  pa r t i cu la r -

ly favourable, may have been modif ied in

the middle ol the nineteenth century by

contact with members of the Swedish-

speak ing  uppe r  c l ass  who  we re  se rv i ng  as

otJicers. Some Finnish off icers. who had
gained the confidence of the Emperor or

o t  Buss ian  s ta tesmen ,  r e ru rned  t o  F in l and
in  ! en io r  gove rnmen la l  and  adman is t ra t i ve
posit ions. bringing with them some know-
ledge  o f  Russ ian  a f f a i r s  and  cond i t i ons  t ha t

may  have  been  o f  use  t o  t he i r  home land .

The r r  appo in tmen ts ,  t hough  l a t t e r l y  unwe l -
come in Finnish quarters, deferred the
p lac ing  o f  Russ ians  i n  t he  F inn j sh  adm in i s t r a -

t ion unti l  Russian national ist pressure be-
doubtedly caused in Finland because int lu-

ence as well  as merit  played a part in obtain-
ing jobs for off ic€rs in Finland and because,
at the end of the autonomy period, some

were appointed because o{ lheir compliance

towards Russian pol icy. Jac. Ahrenberg's

novel Vir landsman (Our Countryman - a
fam i l i a r  way  o f  r e fe r r i ng  t o  F inns  i n  Russ ia ) ,
pub l i shed  i n  1897 ,  conc luded  w i t h  t he  he ro ,

a Finnish colonel in Russian service, arrang-

ing through a grand duchess, an inf luential
prince and the war minister for his appoint-
ment as director-general of the Finnish

customs department, in spite of the proposal

by the Finnish government oI a better
quali f ied candidate. The signi l icance of this

conclusion, in which the hero exchanged the
otJicer's mess, the avenues and palaces of Sl
Petersburq for the customs m€n, publ icans

and  s i nne rs  i n  poo r  F in l and ,  wou ld  no t  have

been lost on the contemporary reader. l  3

In a sense the f inal consequence of the

se rv i ce  o f  F inns  as  oJ f i ce rs  i n  Rus t i a  was  t he

con t | | bu l ron  such  men  made  to  t he  v r c to r y

o I  t he  Wh i te  A rmy  i n  t he  F inn i sh  C i v i l  War

o f  1918 .  No t  on l y  Gus ta f  Manne rhe im ,  t he

commander-in-chief ,  but other senior olf  icers

had  ga ined  expe r i ence  i n  t he  Russ ian  a rmy
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during the Woild War. Previously loyal to
the Emperor, they helped after the Revolu-
tion to establish Finnish independence.

But there may have been a less obvious but
important consequence of the service of
F inns  in  Russ ia .  A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the
aulonomy period there were fears in Finland
ol a possible decline in the upper class
because of the lack of official posts to
provide a l ivelihood for its members.l4
The upper class was in any case small both in
absolute numbers and in relation to the rest
of the population - some 19,000 out of
1 ,177 .OOO in  1820.  What  wou ld  have happen-
ed to  the  F inn ish  upper  c lass  and to  F in land

had the possibil i ty of Russian service not
exasted when career opportunities at home
were so severely l imited? The fears felt
in Finland might have been realised and
a diminution of th€ upper class occurred,
notably through emigration to Sweden,
which would have affected the viabil iry of
the incipient Finnish state. lt is true that
service in the Russian army and navy invol-
ved not only the hazards of military l iJe
but also the risk ot assimilation into Russian
society. But if many Finnish officers died
ior the Empire or became russified, many -
perhaps the majority - retatned strong ties
with Finland and were not irrevocably lost
to their homeland.

descr ibes in general  the arrangemsnts for
t ra in ing Finns as of f icers.
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Suomalaiset upsoorit Veneiiin armeiiassa ia
la ivastossa {1809-1917}

Vuoden 1809 ja lkeen Suom6n iouduttua V€najan
val taan alkoi  saety le is ia m6nna Vonejan armei iaan

oalvelemaan uoseereina- Kanrustimena ibh;n oJivat
to isaal ta r i i t taven suurten sotajoukkoi€n puut tu-

minen Suomesta.  to isaal ta Suomeen aikaisemmin
oorustottu uDseerien koulutuslaitos : Suomen kadot.
t ikoulu,  Suom6ssa to imiva venaldinen varuskunta
otti mi6l€lladn vastaan suomalais€t vapaaohtoiset
potontiaalisina upseeroina ia l80Oluvun alussa
Suorn€n s6;tyl;is€r mi€l€lld6n m€nivat v€niij6n
aseoalvolukseen. koska Suomossa ei ollut saata-
v i l la  sopivaa tydta ja hei ta aut to i  per iaate,  lonka
mukaan varv6vs peruatui enn€n 1860-lukua enoft-
mbn sosiasl iseen syntvpereen kuan koulutukseen
tai  kvkvih in.

Nikola i  i  hal l i tuskaudel la 11825-55) eraat  v6naldiset
l€dettikoulut jarjostivat stip€nd6ja suomalaisia
vartcn,  Suomen Kadott ikoulua laajonnett i in  ja

Junkkar ikoulu poruster t i in  Hels inki in entyrstavoi t .
leena opot taa mahdol l is i l le  suomalais i l le  upseorei l -
l0 venejan k i r l ta.  Neini i  vuosina saavut t isuomalais '
ten hi t tymrnen Venaian palvelukseen hurppunsa
Sslva veheneminen alkoi  1860luvul ta l ;ht ien kun

sosiaal iset  ja ta loudel l iset  muurokset  laaiensivat
mahdol l isuuksia karr i56r in luomiseen Ia kun na-
t ional ismin kag/u vot i  Suomea ja keisar ikuntaa
or i l ls6n.  Suomen hal l i tus e i  en66 halunnut aut taa
suomalairia palvelemaan venalargini upseg,eDa,a
a€n muuttunut  asonne ol i  syyni i  Hels inOtn Junkka-
r ikoulun sulkemiseen vuonna 1879. Ven6jen kan-
sal l ismjel inen pol i i i ikka sai  a ikaan Suomen Kadet
t ikoulun sulkemisen vuonna 1909. Nrnp;  mahdol-
l isuudet astua Venajan palvelukss€n supistu ivat ,
samal la kun muut teki j6r  vehensivdt  suomalaisren

mielenki intoa luoda sot i laal l is ta ta i  la ivastokarr i -
aar ie keisar ikunnassa.

Ehke noin 4000 suomalarsta palvelr  Venatan ar-
meiias$ ia laivastossa upseereina ajaniaksona
1809-1917. Ki i tos Suomen Kadetr ikoulun ia Ve-
n: i i ;n kadett ikoulu jen st ipendi jer jeste lmi€n moner
suomalaiset  nuoret  mi€het  saivat  p€rhaan mahtrol -
l isen upseer ikoulutuksen drmei iassa ja larvastossa.
Suomalaiset  to imivat  useimmiten arvossa oidetv im-
missd ja vaikurusvaltaisimrhissa armeiian osastoissa :
vart ioant i teht i iv issS, tyk isrorsa,  y le isesikunnassa ja
pione€r6ina,  Suomalaisten suhteal l inen osuus Ken-
raal i -  ,a amiraal ikunnassa y l i l t i  suomalaisten osuu-
d€n upseer ikunnassa kokonaisuudessaan. Tdm6 ol i
heijastusta suotuisitta olosuhteista, joiden nikana
mon€t astuivat  palv€lukseen, yhta hyvin kuin hen-
ki l6kohrais isra kvvyista.

Suomalaiset  €dust ivat  kVvvkaste ia luotot tavaa
upseer i rvhmee, jotkut  heast6 kunnostautuivat
pael l ikk6inA ta i  rekni l l isessa tvossd.  Joi takin sub-
malais ia uoseerei la o l i  n imi tet tv korkeaan arsmaan
Suomen hal l i tuksessa ia hal l innossa,  keytanto joka

ajan pi tkeen heret t i  katkeruut ta,  mutta kauan est i
venalaisten nimi t t imisen sel [a is i in v i rkoih in-  V€ni i -
jdn armei iassa palvel leet  suomalaiset  upseerar o l ivat
avainasemassa Valkoisten joukoissa vuoden 1918
kansalaissodassa ia auttoivat tekem6"n Suomesta
i tsenarsen val t ron.  Kuirenkin ehk;  tarkeampi seuraus
palveluksesta Venajal l6 o l i  hankkia Suomen saaty-
la is iJJe r800- l rvun eDsimmaisel ld ouol iskol la to i
meentulo ldhde, jota i lman ol is i  os i intynyl  laaiaa
sadty la isten muutrol iaket t r j  Ruots i ;n,  joka taas ol i
s i  vaikut ianul  a lkuasteel ia o levan Suomen val t ion
el inkykyvr, .  Synnyinmaa e,  o l lut  lopul l rs6st i  me-
net tanYt monia Venajan armei iassa ia la ivastossa
palvel le i ta suomala;s ia.


