
SCANDINAVIAN IMMIGRATION TO AUSTRALLA
AND NEW ZEALAND

An Internat ional  Symposium at  the Inst i tu te of  Migrat ion

Migration research is by nature an internatio-
nal and interdisciplinary field, requiring
co€peration and coordination, especially
when long distances and a large geographical
area are to be covered. An example of
this is a Scandinavian.Australian reseatch
project which started a few years ago in
cooperation between the Institute of
Migration in Turku, Finland, and the House
of Emigrants, V6xid. Sweden. The aim of the
proiect is lo promote research into Scandi-
navian immigration in Australia and New
Zealand, The project's second symposium
was held in Turku on February 17-19,

1982, attended by both Nordic and Austra-
l ian scholars.

The first symposium of the project was
he ld  in  Vax io ,  in  l \4arch  1978.  Th is  f i rs t

meeting - involving quite a large number of
participants ' proved a success, and con-

sequently it was decided to develop a
project on "Scandinavian lmmigration to

Australia and New zealand". The projecr

has received financial assistance for f ield-

work in Australia and New Zealand from
the Nordic Cultural Foundation in Copen-

hagen.

At the Iirsr meeting, it was decided that
the aim of the project should be to collect
archival material and personal documents,
and of course to interview Scandinavian
set t le rs ,  in  Aus t ra l ia  and New Zea land.
It was also emphasized in Vexjd that there
is a lack of information about the Scandi-

navian immigration in Australia and New
Zea land,  a l though rhe  Scand inav ian  immi -
grants were the second largest non-Brit ish
immigra t ion  group in  Aus t ra l ia  in  the
ear ly  days  o f  Aus t ra l ian  immigra t ion .  l t
was also mentioned that there is much less
information available on this immigration
in the South Seas region compared with
the situation in North America.

As a part of the project, four Scandinavian
members of the Scand inavian-Australian
project committee have vi5ited Australia
and New Zea land:

- In late 1980, Dr. Ulf Bejbom from
The House of Emigrants made a contact
visit to publicize the project.

In  February -Apr i l  1981.  Dr .  O lav i  Ko i -
vukangas, Turku, visited all the Austra-
l ian states and collected information
about the Finns in Australia.

-  In  summer  1981,  l v l r .  l vo  Ho lmqv is t
formerly of the University of Auck-
land. and now at Grdnna College. Sweden,
carried out f ieldwork in Australia and
New Zea land,  the  a im o f  h is  journey
being mainlV to collect material on
the Danish immigrants.

-  The la tes t  v is i to r ,  Dr .  A l lan  T .  N i l son
from the National fvluseum in Gothen-
burg, Sweden, had just returned from
a visit to Australaa and New Zealand
before the second meeting in Turku.
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D r .  O l a v i  K o i v u k a n g a s  f r o m  l h e  I n s t i t u r e  o f  M i g r a t / o n ,  T u r k u  a n d  D r .  U l f  B e j b o m  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  o f  E m i -
grants,  Vexlo,  Sweden, are in cha.ge of  rhe Scandlnrv ian lmmrgrat ion to Ausrral ra and New Zealand prot€ct .

Now, at the beginning of the next stage.
the analysis of the collected material and the
research work proper, it was considered
important to arrange a second meeting
for discussion of these processes and hope-
fu l l y  to  ob ta in  new ideas  and f ru i t fu l  c r i t i '
cism.

There were '16 participants at the sympo-
s ium in  Turku ,  f i ve  f rom F in land,  seven
f rom Sweden and four  l rom Aust ra l ia .
Th is  a r t i c le  summar izes  the  main  po in ts  o f
the lectures. and reviews the sludies in
progress and future trends of the project.

Summary o{ the papers presented

DL Olavi Koivukangas, of the Institure of
Migrd t ion  in  lu rku ,  s ta ted  in  the  in t ro -
duction to his lecture that after t i le Germans
the next foreign infusion of importance to
the  ear ly  popu la t ron  o l  Aus t ra l ia  came
f  rom Scand inav ian  count r ies ;here ,obv ious ly ,
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l i es  a  gap  i n  bo th  Aus t ra l i an  and  Scand rna

vian research. Koivukangas pointed out that

there are only some very general studies on

Scand inav ians  i n  Aus t ra l i a  and  New Zea land ,

t he  f i r s t  i nves l i ga t i on  hav ing  been  ca r i ed  ou t

by Jens Lyng, who produced two main

s tud ies .  "Non  B r i t i she rs  i n  Aus t ra l i a "  11927 )
gave  an  ou t l i ne  h rs to r y  o f  t he  non 'B r i t i sh

elements in Austral ia. including Scandina-

v i ans ,  a l t hough  the  chap te r  abou t  t he

F inns  i s  ve ry  sho r t .  Lyng ' s  second  ma in
s tudy ,  "The  Scand inav ians  i n  Aus t ra l i a ,

New Zealand and the Western Pacif ic",
publ ished in 1939, is a general history oI
the Danes, Swedes and Norwegians In

Aus t ra l r a .  Th rs  book  con ta ins  va luab le
obse rva l i ons  on  t he i r  ass im i l a t i on ,  and
p rov ides  b iog raph rcd l  ske t ches  o t  p ,omrnen r

Scand inav ians  i n  Aus t ra l i a .  S ince  Lyng ,
the only systematic research on Scandi
navians jn Austral ia is that by Kojvukangas
himself ,  "Scandinavian lmmigration and
Sett lement in Austral ia before World War l l  " .

This study is based on diversif ied data,



us ing  a  combined demograph ic  and h is to r ica l
approach.
The Scand inav ian  immigra t ion  to  Aus t ra l ia
has  taken p lace ,  con t inued Dr .  Ko ivukan
gas, in several periods. From the historical
point of view the first two Scandinavian to
visit Australia were scientists on board
Capta in  James Cook 's  sh ip  in  1768-71,  one

of  whom.  H.  D.  Spdr ing ,  was  born  in  Turku ,
F in land.  The f i rs t  rea l  in f lux  o f  Scand inav ian
immigrants was connected with the Gold
Rush.  Scand inav ian  seamen and go ld '
d iggers  f rom the  Ca l i fo rn ian  go ld - f ie lds

were among the first to respond to the
ca l l  o f  go ld  in  1851 .  Because o f  the  dangers
o f  the  voyage and language d i f f i cu l t ies ,
Scand inav ians  o f ten  ar r i ved  in  g roups  and
also stayed together on the gold-fields.
Altogether about 5000 Scandinavians were
at t rac ted  by  Aus t ra l ian  go ld  in  the  1850 's
and 1860 's .  The peak  o f  immigra t ion  o f
Scand inav ians  to  Aus t ra l ia ,  however ,  took
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p lace  be tween  1870  and  1914 .  A t  t he  end

o f  t he  1g th  cen tu ry ,  t he re  we re  i n  Aus t ra l i a

nearly 20 000 persons born in the Scandina

v ian  coun t r i es .  Due  to  h i gh  mor ta l i t y  and

the  l ack  o f  new  a r r i va l s ,  t he  number  had

decreased to 8365 by the Census of 1947.

The  ma jo r  i nc rease  i n  t he  immig ra t i on  o f

Scandinavians to Austral ia, however, took
p lace  be tween  1954  and  196 '1 .  and  a  s t r i k i ng

feature is the preponderance of Finns,

comprising 40 per cent of al l  Scandinavians

in  1976  as  compared  w i t h  on l y  16  pe r  cen t  i n
1947 .  Tu rn ing  t o  t he  e thn i c i t y  and  accu l t u -

ra t i on  o f  immig ran ts ,  D r .  Ko i vukangas

stated that group sett lements, longevity of

e thn i c  i ns t i t u t i ons  and  re ten t i on  o f  l anguage

a re  cons ide red  impo r tan t  I ac to r s  i n  soc ia l

and cultural adjustment; these were

strongest among Finns and Danes, suggesting

tha t  t hese  two  na t i ona l i t i es  i n teg ra ted  more

s low ly  as  compared  t o  Swedes  and  No r -

weg ians .

A l  t h e  S c a n d  n a v r a n  l m . r l r g r a t r o n  r o  A u s t r !  r r  a n d  N e w  Z - " ,  a n d  s y m p o s  u m  r h e r e  w e r e  l 6  p a r l i c  p a n r s
F r o m  r h e  l e l l :  D ,  J o h n  S  M a r r  n ,  U n , v e r s , i y  o i  M e  b o u , n e .  D r  A n l h o n y  G  I t r l h s .  F l r n d e r s  U n i v e r s  r y .
A d e l a r d e  n n d  M ,  M a , k  G n , n e r .  V  c t o , r a  C o 1  e g e  M e l b o u r n e



Dr. John S. Martin, Senior Lecturer in
Scand inav ian  Stud ie  a t  the  Un ivers i tV  o{
l\4elbourne, Australia, lectured on the
ethn ic  ident i t y  and soc ia l  o rgan isa t ions  o f
the  Scand inav ian  communi t ies  in  Me lbourne
during 1870 1910. In recent decades much
research has been directed to immigrant
groups  in  the  Aus t ra l ian  communi ty  s ince
Wor ld  War  l l ,  bu t  l i t t le  on  groups  be fore
this date; in his paper Dr. l\4artin eiamined
how the Scandinavian settiers in Victoria
behaved as a group between '1870 and l9'10.
The earlier date marks the collapse of the
attempt to rally the Scandinavians to form a
un i t ied  Lu theran congregat ion ,  wh i le  the
latter date is connected with polit ical

events  in  Scand inav ia :  the  d isso lu t ion  o f
the union between Norway and Sweden
had po la r ised  the  communi ty  and led  to  a
revival oI awareness of separate Norwegian
and Swed ish  ident i t y .

Dr  Mar t rn  dea l t  w i th  two bds ic  i ssues :

a) The nature of the ethnic communal
organisations in the Scandinavran com'
mun i t ies  and the  ro le  they  p layed in
main ta in ing  e thn ic i ty  o r  in  a id inq
ass imi la t ion .

b) The extent to which the Scandinavians
as a l lroup assimilated to the Anglo
Ce l t i c  Aus t ra l ian  communi ty  in  lan-
guage, patterns of l iving, customs etc.

The major sources for his survey are the
newspapers "Norden" and "Kirketidende".
and the archives of the Swedish church in
Melbourne and the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Me lbourne.
Dr .  l v la r t in  examined in  de ta i l  the  in fo rmal
and fo rmal  ne tworks  (c lubs ,church  l i fe , tem
peranc€ soc ie t ies  e tc . ) .  The e thn ic  soc ia l  o rga-
n isa t ions ,  he  argued,  had many goa ls .  The f i rs t
ma jor  ro le  was pro tec t ive .  fundamenta l l y  the
ethnic organisations are spontaneous ex-
pressions of individual needs through a
corporale body, and these needs wil l dictate
the particular form of protecljon. The
second aspect of rmportance of the social
o rqdn isa t ron5 is  cohesron,  lhe  orqdnr )a l ion
b inds  the  members  o f  the  e thn ic  g roups  so
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that it becomes aware of its own distinctive-
ness  as  compared w i th  the  dominant  cu l tu re
c f  th€  hos t  communi ty .  The Scand inav ian
communaty  in  l \4e lbourne dur ing  1870-
1910 cons t i tu ted  the  second la rges t  non-
Br i t i sh  e lhn jc  q roup.  Scand inav ians  es tab l i s -
hed communal  o rgan isa t ions  fo r  the  benet i t
o f  the  f i rs t -genera t ion  se t t le rs ,  bu t  no t  fo r
the perpetuation of language or of national
t rad i t ions .  A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  centure
the  f i rs t -genera t ion  immigrant  fami l ies  had a
strong awareness and pride in their Scandi'
navian background, even though the langua-
ge had been lost-
In the future, suggested Dr. l\4artin, we
shou ld  s tudy  in  de ta i l  the  ind iv idua ls  who
compflsed the Scandinavian commLlnity, to
ascertain their background, reasons for
immigration, date and method ol arriual,
social status before and after emigration,
pa t te rns  o l  l i fe  in  Aus t ra l ia  and the i r
descendants.

Miss Peija llpola, Associate Professor of
Educat ion  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ou lu ,  F in -
land,  gave a  paper  about  mu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm
in Australia. lMulticulturalism, she stated,
has become a tropular word in Australia
within the last tew years, which indicates a
great change in people's attitudes lowards
immigrants  and the  count ry 's  immigra .
t ion  po l i cy .  Respect  fo r  mu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm
has Increased recently; according to the
f i rs t  vo lume o f  "Popu la t ion  and Aust ra l ia " ,
pub l i shed in  Canber ra  in  1975,  the  migran ts '
cultural and social impact was not highly
regarded. whereas in the last pages of the
Supplementary Report, published three
years  la te r .  the  Nat iona l  Popu la t ion  Inqu i ry
refers to the emphasis now placed on the
mer i ts  o f  mu l t i cu l tu ra l i sm,  and to  the
es tab l i shment  o f  the  Aus t ra l ian  Ethn ic
Af la i rs  Counc i l  in  '1  97  7 .
Behrnd the surveys there appea/s never-
the less  to  l ie  a  pers is tence o f  the  na t iona l
stereotype, which gives first preference to
the  Br i t i sh  and nor thern  Europeans,  midd le
( thouqh improv ing l  rank  to  the  o ther
continental Eurqps6n5, and the lowest
rank ing  to  rhe  As ians .  These a l t i tudes



may imply a desire by Australians to sustain

the image of cultural and racial homo-
geneity; certainly they seem anxious to
preserve  the  Br i t i sh-Aust ra l ian  image
Aust ra l ian  immigra t ion  po l i cy  i s  no t

dependent to the same extent on people s

attitudes as it used to be in Calwell 's days
in  the  1940 's .  For  humani ta r ian  reasons .

and in spite of unemployment problems.

refugees from Asian countries are belng
admi t ted .  Non-European immigra t ion  has
increased and is l ikely to rise further. Aust-
ra l ia  i s  more  mul t i cu l tu ra l  today  than i t
was  a  genera t ion  ago,  and cont inu ing  ammi-
gra t ion  w i l l  tend  to  inc rease the  mul t i cu l tu -
ra l  m ix ing  in  the  fu tu re .
Miss l lpola presented a number of research

results which showed how middle status
non-Br i t i sh  immigrants ,  espec ia l l y  the  youn-
ger ones. have generally learnt to speak
good English and made determined efforts

to reqain the status and prestige which
they had enjoyed in their home countries.
These young people have integrated well,
and become cosmopolitan, but at the
same time retained many aspects of their
former way of l i fe. Children of middle-
class European (e.9. Polish) fathers and
Austrdlian mothers have shown conspicuous
academrc success.

Dr. Anthony Griffiths, Seniot Lecturel
in Social Studies at the Flinders University
of South Australia in Adelaide, gave a
report on a case study about the Finnish
fami l ies  in  a  smal l  communi ty  in  the
southeast of Australia. He had interviewed
five separate households. The results give
a good overview of the assimilation of
F inn ish  immigrants  in  th is  communi ty .
Dr. Griff iths presented no summary or
conclusion in his paper, but concentrated

s

Dr. Ker ih Eat tarbe€,  Univers i tv  of  Turku,  is  p lanninq to study Finnish miners in Austra l ia Behind the table

l rom lef t rsten Almqvist ,  lvo Holmqvist '  Hans Norman f rom Sweden and prot  v i lho Ni i temaa f rom Turku
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on the detailed and sympathetic presen-

tation of the data; the following quotation

describes well the socialization of the
F inn ish  fami l ies  in  th is  p lace :

"The tirst family is Finnish Lutherans
and attends church sometimes. They
don't know whether they wil l become
Austraiian cit izens, eat Finnish food
"fairly otten", would not "Austra-

l ian ize"  the i r  name.  Another  fami ly
visited Finland for f ive weeks holiday
in '1980. Their hobbies in Australia
are fishing and hunting rabbits. A son
of the second family was unusual
among the Finns for saying "Probably"

to the question "Will you become an
Aust ra l ian  c i t i zen?" .

In the symposium two papers were also
presented on planned future research:
Dr. K. J. Battarbee. from the University of

Turku ,  F in land,  i s  p lann ing  to  s tudy  the
ethnic problems of Australia and its Euro-
pean immigran ls ;  the  t i t le  o f  h is  s tudy  to
be is  "From F inn ish  fa rms to  Aus t ra l ian
m ines" .
lvo Holmqvist's research plan had the
t i t le  "Danes in  New Zea land" ;  in  h is  s tudy
he wants to cover the immigration to New
Zea land t rom a  h i r to r ica l  po in t  oJ  v iew.
Neither Holmqvist nor Battarbee stated
any t ime schedu les  fo r  the i r  s tud ies .

lMr. Jan Reksten, migration officer from the
Australian Embassy in Stockholm, in-
troduced the new system Jor the selection
of immigrants, to be introduced in spring
1982. The idea of the new system is to
allow in more relatives of setl lers, but to
concentrate on obtaining experts and
highly-educated people to help develop
the  Aus t ra l ian  economy.

M r .  J a n  R e k s l e n ,  m i g r a t i o n  o f f r c e r  t r o m  t h e  A u s t r a l r a n  E m b a s s y  n  S r o c k h o t m  l o  d  J b o u t  t h e  n e w  s y s r e m  f o l
rhe select ion oi  immrgranis to Ausrr . r l ra



Studies in progress and future plans

Studies in progress:
As mentioned above, there are three studies
proceeding at the moment: lvo Holmqvist
has collected material on the Danes in
New Zealand; l\4ark Garner has interviewed
Swedes in Australia; and Keith Battarbee is
going to study Finnish immigrants in Aust-
ra l ian  mines .  O lav i  Ko ivukangas and A l lan
T. Nilson have separately collected material
on immigrants in Australia, and Koivukangas
is working on a book on Finns in Australia
be fore  Wold  War  l l .  U l f  Be jbom is  p lann ing
to write a popular book on Swedes in
Australia before 1920, while the former
Swedish Ambassador in New Zealand,
Sten Aminoff, is also writ ing a study on
Swedes in New Zealand.

It was decided at the symposium that the
co'ordination of the res€arch l iterature is
a very important task in the near future.
The best way to achieve this goal is to
collect a bibliography on Australian immi-
gration; every participating country should
make its own part tor this bibliography.
With the aid of this bibliography. it would
be easier to collect and co-ordinate research
mare  a t .

Archives:
In developing the archives it was agreed
that each country should make short sum-
maries in English of the available material
(tapes, interviews, printed material etc.).
In this way, for example, the material of
the Finnish archives would be easier for
scholars from other countries to use.

It was also considered important that
persons in Australia interested in Scandina-
vian immigration should participate in
collecting archival, statistical material, etc.
and literature. A cataloque and a biblio-
graphy should be made of holdings in
Australia and New Zealand.

Exh ib i t ions :
Concerning exhibit ions, it was stated that
the Institute of Migration already has in
Turku  a  smal l  exh ib i t ion  on  F inn ish  immi -
gration to Australia. In Sweden a corres-
ponding exhibit ion is being preparsd. For
the future, a common exhibit ion concerning
the whole of Scandinavian immigration to
Aust ra l ia  shou ld  be  bu i l t  up  by  1988.
when European Australia wil l celebrate
its Bicentennial.

The next symposium:

In the final session of the symposium
it was decided that in order to increase
and co'ordinate the co-operation needed,
a corresponding Scandinavian-Australian
research committee should also be set up
in Australia. The representatives of the
University in Melbourne could function as
co-ordinators, and at least one representative
from each Australian state should belong to
the commrttee.

It was recommended that the third sympo-
sium be held in Australia in 1988. in
conjunction with the Bicentennial Cele-
bration of Euro-Australian Settlement.

Olavi Koivukangas lsmo Sdderling
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