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FINNS OF THE
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Descr rp l r on  o f  S tudy  i n  P rog ress

Wh i l e  do ing  resea rch  f o r  a  d i sse r ta t i on  on  a
F inn i sh  revo lu t i ona ry  pa r t y  o f  t he  N ine teen

Twen t i es ,  I  f i r s t  became  aware  t ha t  ce r

t a i n  members  o f  t ha t  Soc ia l i s t  Worke rs 'Pa r t y

had  spen t  t ime  as  immig ran ts  i n  t he  Un i t ed
S ta tes .  Th i s  marked  t he  beg inn ing  o f  a  pe rson ,

a l  and  p ro fess iona l  a t t r ac t i on  t o  im rn ig ra t i on

and  e thn i c i t y ,  p r ima r i l y  t o  F inn i sh  rmmig ra -

t i on  and  t o  F inn i sh -An le r i can  e thn i c r t y .
Fo l l ow ing  comp le t ron  o f  my  d r r se r ta t ron ,

I undertook to become better acquainted

w i th  t he  qene ra l  l i t e ra tu re  o {  m ig ra t i on  and
to  t ocus  on  t he  F inn i sh  expe r i ence .  I  was

espec ia l l y  imp ressed  w i t h  t he  vo luDe  and

excei lence ot work done by Protessor John

Kolehmainen, vr 'ho, for three decades, had

worked  p ro l i f i ca l l y  and  a lmos t  so l i t a r i l y

w i t h  F  i nn  i sh -Amer i can  immig ran l  s tud ies .

Howeve r ,  w i t h  l he  bu rgeon ing  cu r ;os i l y
abou t  e thn i c i t y ,  young  scho la rs  on  bo th

s rdes  o f  t he  A t l an t i c  l o i ned  Ko lehma inen

in  t he  Seven t i es .  I n  F in l and ,  t he  N4 ig ra t i on
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I ns t i t ! t e  and  t he  Un i ve rs t i tV  o f  Tu rku  l l e -
came  cen te rs  o t  r esea rch  ac t i v i t y ,  wh  i l e  i n  t he

Un i t ed  S ta tes  i t  was  t he  lmmig ra t j on  H i s to r y
Resea rch  Cen te r  a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  l \ r i nne -

sota thal clrew researchers together.

By  t he  Fa l l  o I  1914 .  I  f e l t  p repa red  t o
l aunch  my  own  e f f o r t s  a t  scho la r sh ip  t h rough
an  NEH fe l l owsh ip  t o  exam ine  t he  po l i t i ca l
consequences  oJ  e thn i c  d i ve rs i t y ,  us ing  F inn -
' s r r  ' n rmrg rJn t s  t o  t he  Un .?ed  S ro tes  as  o
case study. lvly most recent act ivi ty isdirect-
ed to Finns ot the Pacif ic Northwest. There
a re  two  p r i nc ipa l  r easons  f o r  t h i s :  my
p rox im i t y  t o  t he  reg ion  and  t he  re l a t i ve

rDattention gjven the region by other re-
Searchers. There are, to be sure. general his-
t o r i es ,  l i ke  W i l l i am  Hog lund ' s  F inn i sh  lmmi -
g ran t s  i n  Amer i ca ,  and  s ta te  h i s to r i es ,  l i ke
John  Ko lehma  nen ' s  Haven  i n  t he  Woods :
The  S to ry  o f  t he  F inns  i n  W iscons in ,  Hans
Wasas t j e rna ' s  H i s to r y  oJ  t he  F inns  i n  M inne -
so ta  and  A rmas  Ho lm io ' s  M ich igan in  Suoma-



laisten Historia (History of the lVichigan
F inns) ,  bu t  there  ha9 been no  s tudy  o t  F inns
in  the  Pac i f i c  Nor thwest  reg ion  nor  in  i t s
states. This would appear to b€ a rather
s ign i f i can t  gap,  s ince  by  1920 the  combined
F inn ish  popu la t ion  o f  Wash ing ton  and Ore-
gon easily surpassed that of any single state,
with the exceptions ol lMichigan and lrinne-
50ta.

Furthermore, there is ample reason to
believe that there is an audience in the Paci-
fic Northwest for a study of Finns in the
region. There are active Finnish American
communi t ies  in  popu la t ion  c rn te rs ,  l i ke
Por t land,  wh€re  the  F inn ish-Amer ican H is to
rical Society of the West is generatrnq rnte-
rest among its members regarding their past,
and Seattle, where the largest of a half-dozen
F inn ish-Amer ican organ iza t ions  the  F in -
land ia  Foundat ion  now numbers  near ly
700 members .  Even in  snra i le r  F inn ish
communi t ies ,  a  hunger  ex is ts  fo r  knowledge
of immigrant antecedents, as I discovered
during a lecture in Aberdeen, Washington,
in late 1980. Beyond purely regional boun-
daries, a study of the kind I contemplate
should contribute to the national and inter-
na t iona l  scho la rsh ip  on  F inn ish  migra t ion .

My experience in comparative polit ics has
perhaps influenced a decision to take an
essentially comparative approach to the study
of  F inn ish  immigra t ion  to  the  Pac i l i c  Nor th -
west. What I plan to do is to locate regional
immigra t ion  w i th in  a  na t iona l  con tex t  and
thereby to establi!h what was unique as well
as conventional about Northwest movement
and settlement of Finns. Preliminary research
has already suggested fealure: ot that migra
tion that seem sufficiently unusual to merit
fu r ther  s tudy .  What  fo l lows is  an  orgdn iza-
tional framework, designed to guide research
and writ ing, together with directions for
additionai investigalion :

I  )  What  were  the  charac ter is t i cs  oJ  F inn ish
immigrants to the Pacific Northwest? Most
seem to have come from other locations in
the  Un i ted  Sta tes  ra ther  than f rom F in land
d i rec t ly .  l I  so ,  how does  one account  fo r  th is
in 'm ig ra t ion  ?

2)  When d id  F inn ish  immigrants  come ro

the Pacific NorthwestT Although there were
some F inns  f rom the  pre-C iv i l  War  Der iod ,
most appear to have come to the Northwest
relatively late. Are the reasons solely those
of distance and cost?

3)  Why d id  F inn ish  immigrants  come to
the Pacific NorthwestT A significant number
dppdren l l v  came In  consequence o f  economrc
d is loca t ion  -  unemployment ,  s t r i kes ,  season.
a l  work ,  e tc ,  - -  e lsewhere  in  the  Un i ted
States. To what extent was the Northwest,
then,  d  k ind  o f  las t  l ron t ie r  fo r  the  economi
ca l l y  despera te?

4)  Where  d id  F inn ish  immigrants  se t t le
in the Pacific Northwest? There mav have
b€en a greater variety of settlement patterns
owing to a wider disperal of population over
territory of diverse physical, cl imatic and
resource  cond i t ion5  Werp  there  major
difJerences, for example, between urban and
rura l  F  inns?

5) How many Finnish immigrants stayed
in  the  Pac i f i c  Nor thwest?  lmpress ion is t i c
evidence indicates that Finns stayed in this
reg ion  even when tha t  meantchanges in  the
method o f  earn ing  a  l i ve l ihood.  Why d id  they
simply not dlove on as many had prev(ously
doneT

To pursue answers to these and related
questions wil l require considerable research
t ime in  the  Un i ted  Sra tes  and in  F in land.  A
reasonable timetable for completion of
this project miqht be as foilows: June to
September, '1982 'research in reqional
fac i l i t i es ,  inc lud ing  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Wash ing '
ton. Portland State University, the Oregon
Historical Society and the State Library o{
Wash ing ton ;  September ,  1982,  to  June 1983
- -  res€arch  in  F inn ish  fac i l i t i es ,  inc lud ing  the
Migra t ion  Ins t i tu te  a t  Turku  and the  Un iver '
s i t y  o {  Turku ;  June,  1983,  to  December ,
1983 wr i t ing ,  ed i t ing  and comple t ing .
In term of the first segment, I have already
examined in  some deta i l  the  Scand inav ian
and Nor thwest  Co l lec t ions  a t  the  Un ivers i ty
of Washington, but have done less research
at  the  o ther  reg iona l  {ac i l i t i es .  Duf ing  the
second segment ,  I  an t ic ipa te  d is t r ibu t ing
my t ime be tween the  Ins t i tu te  and the
Univers i ty  in  Tur  k  u .
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KANSAINVALINEN TUTKIMUSYHTEISTYo
SIIRTOLAISIA KOSKEVASTA VIESTINTA .

POLITIIKASTA KAYNNISTYMASSA

Tarnpereen y l ioplno^ l iedolusopin 6l rokse .  on
kaynnistymbssa kansainvalrnen yhle istyoprojekt

s i i r t o l a r s l a  k o s k e v a s r a  v i e s t i n t a p o  i t i i k a s l a .  Y K  n
k a s v i r t u s - ,  l i e d e -  l ,  k u l r r ! u r ! t a r l e s t o  U N E S C o  o n
myonranyt  varar projekt in kdynnistamlseen Pro.
jekt in avaja iskonferenssi  tar lestet ibn Tampereel la
kesbkuLissa I983.

Y h l e i s t y o p r o j € k t i n  r a v o i r r e e n a  o n  k i i n n r n a . j
h u o m i o  s i i r l o l a  s t e n  o i k e u k s i i n  j o u k k o l i e d o t L r k s c n

alueel  a.  Viestrn lareknologian la v iest  nt ; jar jeste
mien nopern muuroksen keskel la er  a lsten v: jhem
mistolen kuten s i i r lo la is len larpeet  ovat  vaarassa
jabda huomior la.  Monissa kansolnv, l is iss;  asi , rk, r

J C , i 9 s i ,  o n k i n  k o r o s t e r t u  k r e l e l l r s r e n ,  e r n i s t e n ,  r o . l u l
l isren ym. !ahernrnisto ien aseman (urvaamist .  t  e
donvel i lyksen . r lueel l .  S i r to ld isten k:rnna 1a ket
k e i s l n  n A L s t a  a s i a k i r l o r s t d  o n  E u r o o p a n  i L r r v a r t r s u u s
j a  y h t e i s t y d k o k o u k s e n  I E T Y K )  p a b t o s a s i a k i r j a ,
j o s s J  v " h v i " l e I d " n  .  ! d r l l d h r n  v d ' d , t \ e  r r s e s  r  s  "
t o l a i s t e n  ( s i i r t o t y d l S i s t e n )  o i k e u s  s a a d a  a i d i n k i e l e t
laan t ietoa sekb vastaanor la j i rmaan ena enr isen ko

Keynnisret i : jv : j  yhrersryoprojekr i  pyrk i i  luo
- d d n  r o k o n J  s \ u r c n  5 : i  1 o l u  5 r F .  o i l , e u l r i e n  r o r e u
rumisesta joukkDt ledotLrksen . r lueel ia ETY proses
sin v; l i r romal la vaikurusalueel la.  Tast i j  syyst i i  pro

l e k t i i n  k u t s u t a a n  ' n u k a a n  E u r o o p d n  t u r v a l l  s u u s  t a
yhteisryokokoukseen osal l is iuneer maat taydennel
r y n a  k a i k i l l a  V a l , n r e r e n  3 l l e € n  m a i l  a .  T a m a  m a a n
r ' p r e e l l i . e n  ' d t " u s  m J h J o l l  s t " d  p p r i J r r r A e s s d  v  e s .
t i n t a p o  i i r t l s t e n  r a k a r s u l e n  v e r t a i l u n  a  n a k i n  n e l j a s
s a  s  i r t o l a i s u u d e n  m u o d o s s a :  1 )  T o i s e n  m a a i l m a n '
s o d n n  t a l k e i n e n  s i i r t o l a r s u u s  L , n s  j a  P o h l o i s  E u
rooppaan seka ni i  den alueiden s isainen muutto l  i .
k e  2 )  V a l l m e r e n  a l u e e n  s  s a i n e n  s e k a  s i n n e  u l k o
p u o l e l l a  l e s i m .  A a s r a )  s u u n l i r u t u n u t  m u L r l l o l r i k e
3r l la  Euroop.rn sos r l  srs len mirden v?i l inen muur
1 o r  r k e . 4 )  P o h j o r s  A m e i r k k a . n  s u u n l a u t u n L r i  m L r u r

J o u k k o r i e d o r u k s e n  m e r k  r v s l a  s i i r r o l a j s v a h e m
m i s t o i l l e  l a r k a s t e l l a a n  p r o t e k r r s s a  s e u r a a v i s l a  k o l -
mesra lahtc ikohdasl . r
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M l e n  j o u k k o t e d o l u s  v c , i  p a l v e l l a  s i i n o l a r s l e l , 1
sosr, r . r l lg ten la la lo!dEl l  sreD ongelm en ratkai

.  M i k €  o n  j o u k k o r , e d o r u k s e n  m e r k l t y s  k a s v a t u k .
sen v i l  neenbz
M r t e n  t o u k k o l l e d o t u s  v o  t u k e a  s i l r i o l a i s k u l t
l u u r l e n  s a l  y m  s 1 : r  j a  k e h r t t y m i s t b ?
Protekt  n pui t re issa roteure avien yksir tats ien

turk i .nusren s is: j l losra sov taan Tampereel /a p idet
t ,vessa avalaiskonferenssissa kesakuussa 1983. T;-
i n a n , a l k e e n  t u l k i m u s y h t e i s r y o h o n  l u p a u t u n e e l

. ! " '  o11d- . r  | \ rmulser lsd r tsendtsesr
d v d r d r , L u . f e  P n s , i s s d  - o v  r u n  V  p i \ e n  l n v o i l l e e n d , e r

l e l u n  r a J o l s s a .  T u r k r m ! n e n  r o t e u l l . r m  s e e n  v a r a
t ; r r n  ! r k ! a  k o l m e  v u o t t a ,  m r n k a  t r l k e e n  J u g o s l a v r a s .
sa lar lesterb: jn p?j : j toskonf  e ienssi  proteki rn tu losten
a r v r o r m r s e k s i .  T a h a n  k o n f e / e n s s r i n  k u t s u r a a r r  r r r u
k.ran myds t iedonval i l ta j ib,  s , I rots is]ar jesto jen edus
t a j i a  s e k a  s i i r t o l a l s v i r a n o m a i s i i .

K a n s a i n v a l r s t e n  t u t k i m u s h a n k k e i d e n  r a s k a s l i i k
keisyyl t ;  osoi i taa se,  er t : j  nyt  k iynnistyvi in proiek
t in rdea esr let t i in  to kevj : j l le  1977. T; l lo in Jugos-
Inv an to imir ta jakorkeakoulu^ er jusia jat  suoslr te I ,
v11 Tampereen y l iopinon t ,edolusopin la i toksel le
l u r k  m u s y h t e i s t y o l a  s i i r r o l a , s i l l e  s u u n n a t u s t a  i o u k
korredoruksesta Talra pohjal r ,  dea v ie la samana
vuonna kehi t tyr  esr tykseksr kans.rnvel isest€ tutk i -
mirsyhteistyosta ETY p.osessrn maiden val i l l , .  Ke,
s a l l a  1 9 7 9  U N E S C O  m y o n s i  v a r n t  p r o j e k r i n  s u u n
n i t i e l u u n  j a  s u u n n i t e l m a  e s i t e t ( i r n  v a l m i i n a  s e u r a a -
v , n  v - o d e n  r l u s s " .  S e n  r e k i j a n d  o n  d r r e k i r J o i r d n u r
ja se on ju lkaistu Tampereen y l ioprston t iedotus,
opin la i toksel la ots ikol la "The Role o{  Informat ion
i n  t h e  R e a l i z a t  o n  o f  r h e  H u m d n  R i q h t s  o f  M i g r a n t
W o r k e r s "  l S a r j a  8 ,  1 / 1 9 8 0 )

Projekt isuunni ie lmaa voi  r i la la osoi f ieel la Tam
p e r e e n  y  i o p i s i o ,  T i e c l o r u s o p i n  l a i l o s ,  P L  6 0 7 ,
3 3 1 0 1  T n m p e r e  l O .  A l l e k i f t o , l l a n u l  v a s t a a  l a l i o k
ser p!o lest . i  tutkrmushank€tra koskevrn kysymyk-
s , i n  m y o s  p u h e  r m  t s e ,  p o h .  9 3 1  1 5 6 2 9 9  ( r y o )  t a i
9 3 1  5 9 2 2 1  ( k o l i ) .



KVEENIEN KULTTUURIPERINNE JA KIELI
TUTKIMUKSEN KOHTEENA

Alkavan ruskan var i t tem: js$ kveenien p: iakaupun-

gissa,  Vesisaaressa pidet t i in  kahden kveenikul t tuL
r i in keski t tyvan ru lk imusprojekt in yhteinen suun
nir(e lq.  ja koordinoint ikokous- Kokoukses* sovi l -
r i rn projekt len kesk naisest ;  infornraarrosta,  hshrno'

te l t  in  tu levien kent latd iden yhteensovrt tamisia,

pohdiskel t i in  kveenikul t tuur ib ib l iograf  ran ju lkaise.

mista ia vaihdet t i in  t iero ja keytoss;  o levista tutk i .
musmater iaal ikokona'suuksista.  Kyseisel  projekt l t ,

r o i n e n  p e r i n n e t i e t e e l l i n e n  j a  i o j n e n  k i e l i t i e t e e l l i n e n

o v a r  e s i m e r k k e l a  v r l k a s l u v a s t a  s u o m a l a  s  n o r j a l a i

sesra t iedeyhteistyosi€.  Molemmat prolekt i r  saavat
resurssinsa seka Suomen Akatemian humanist isel ta

to imikunnal ta et ta vastaaval ta nor ja la isel ta t iede-
hal l innon v i ranomaisel ta.  Kokous ol i  l isaksi  kum-

ma lek;n projekt i l le  ensiarvoisen tarke;  projekt in

s isbist€n suunnire lmien kehi l tamisen kannal ta.

Per innet iereel  inpn !utk imusprojekt i ,  Joka nyt

on esl ty i jvaiheessaan alkoi  tammikuussa 1982. T;
h,nast inen tyo on lahinna keski t tynyt  tu levan tut-
k imustydn raamisuunni t t€ luun,  teoreet t isen v i i te '
kehyksen hahmottamiseen ja ark ipaiv: i is immi l leen

e f i  a r k i s l o r s s a  o l e v J n  l o  l o o t u n  l L r l ' m u s m d l e r i

a a  i n  e q , r n s d J - r s e e n  P r o t e r  t r s s d .  i o n l d  l v o n i " r i  o ^
' ' K v ? e n s k  k u l t u r f o r s k n i n g  i  N o r d . N o r g e  .  l y o s k e n '

te lee FM Lassi  Sares$lo Turun y l iopis losia ja nor
ja larsena tutk imusosapuolena on caod.mag. Venke

Olsen Trondheimista.  Projekt in tYota koordinol

TromsO N.4useum/Nyere kul turhistor isk avdelning,
jossa konservator  HSrvard Dahl  Bratre in vastaa pro

, e k t i n  h a l l i n n o s r a  T i e d e p o l i i t t i s t a  j a  l i e t e e l l i s t d  l u -
ke.r  projekr i  le  antaa sr l le mebrai ty seu.anlaryhma,
projekt i l ,e antaa 5i l le  m: jar : j l ry  seurantaryhmb,
johon kuuluvat  prof-  Narve Bj@rso Tromssan y l i -

opistosta,  fy lkerkonservator  Einar Nieml Finnmar
kin laanlst ;  ja  apul .prol .  lv lat t i  Sarmela Hels ingin

Lassi Saressalo

Proiekt in esi ty6vaiheessa on kool tu yhteen

aremmin Rui jasra keret ty per inneaineisro,  josta

s u u r l n  o s a  o n  s u o m a i a i s i s s a  p e r i n n e a r k r s t o r s s a .

Kaynnissa on juur i  p€rhai l  aan t iman 3rne s ion sys
temolnl i  ja  luet ie lo lnt i  kokonaisLru. leksl .  tubevin
kveeniark iston rungoksi .  Samal la hahrnotelaan
ensl  keva;na alo i ler tav3n kent taty. jn kysymyk-

s e n a s e i t e  u j a  P e r l n n e r i e l e e l  i s e n  t u t k i m u k s e n  l a a
j " -  r e  F e l l , s e ^  v ,  e L e h l l s e n  r 3 r j o o o  t r e ' , .  e e n  i o

peutumisprosessi  uudessa kul t tuur issa,  Akkul turaa'
r io lutk imuksen teoreert is ia laht6koht ia hyvdksi-
kayt id€n pyrateen tutk imuksen avul la selv i l t6m;an
suomalaisperbisen vaestbn eopeuiumisra nor ia la i -
seen yhteiskuntaan,  per inne-elemeni l ien m\rut tu-
mista,  korvautumista j .  s5i lymistd tuon prosessin
aikana. Koska kvee^ veesto on sekA histor ia l l isest i
et tS ekologisest i  jaet tavissa er i la is i in ja er i  tyyppi '
s i in asutussaarekkeis i rn,  voidaan tutk imuksessa er i
kveenipiste i t : i  ja  n i iden kul t iuur i r i laa verta i l len
p d d c l d  v d r s i n  p , t l . c l  e  m P n e v a d n  i u l r r L u ' i n  m u L

tosprosessin analyysi in.  Er i ry isen keskei5eksi  nou'
sevdt  Pohjois-Nor isn er i  v : jestoryhmien keskinai

sel  suhteet  ja n i iden i lmeneminen per|nteesse.

lu levan ta lven aikana hahmotetaan projekt in ky-
symyksenasetre l  u lopul l isest i .

Toinen projeki i  on k ie l i t iereel l inen.  Sen teh
t ivena on tutk ia kveenivaestbn k ie l io lo ja,  Bui jan
murret ta,  k ie len morfo logiaa ia sen kautra k ie len
muuttumista nor ia la!stumisprosessin a ikana. Toi
rpn lo londisuude^ projePr issa muodostcd sosto
l inqvist inen lutk imus,  jossa selv i tetaan ro isaal ta
pienryhman kie l iper innet tb ja k ie lenkayt t6 l i lan-

nel ta ia to lsaal ta suomen kie len kbytbn osuutta
paikal l isyhteisoissd osana monik ie l rsta kommu
n;kaal iora.  Projekt i  pyrk; i  myds rehlrvanasene,
lussaan etnol inqvist iseen nbkokulmaan. Suomen
kielen s i$ l loelemenire jd,  sanavarastoa ja seman-
r i ikkaa tutk imal la pyr i i? ien selv i t iamean k ie len
osuus ident i leet in hahmottamisessa ja tarkaste
l e m a a n  l d e n t i t e e t  n  m u u t t r J m i s e n  j a  k r e e n  k e s k i '
narste suhdetta.  Pro,ekr issa ty6skenrelev6t  ama'
nuenssi  Anna Ri i l ta L indgren Tromssan y l iopis
(osia FK Mar lu l  Aikro Rovaniemelta seka protes.

s o r i  H e  k k i  P a ! n o n e n  T a m p e r e e n  y l i o p , s t o s t a .

Vesisaaren kokouksessa todet t i in  myds er i t t : i in
tarpeel l iseksi  saada informaat iota muusta kveeni
alueel la tehtavbste turk imuksesta.  Projekr ien iutk i

la l  to ivovat  saavansa yhteyden muihin lutk i jo ih in
j a  k e r a a j i i n ,  j o i d e n  I n i r e s s i s s a  P o h j o i s . N o r j a  1 a l l a
h e r l e l ' ,  o n .  Y h r e , s ' v o -  

" v u l l a  o ' v o  d J n  p a d ! r d v d ^
I a a j o i h i n  t u t k i m u s h a n k k e i s i l n ,  i 6  e n n e n  k a i k k e a
keskin i j lnen t iedonv:r  i lys aunaa kent taroiden koor
dlnolmisessa Tbta koordinaal io la to ivovar myds
l u t k l m u s t e n  k o h l e e n a  o l e v a t  P o h j o i s - N o , ; a n  a s u k .

2 l


