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The rmmrg ran t  expe r i ence  i n  i ndus t r i a l i z i ng
A r e , ' , a  r r  r r . e  l 9 l h  a n d  2 0 r h  c e n t u | | e 5
rema ins  a  t op i c  o f  deep  and  ab id i ng  rn te res t

Jo r  h i s i o r i ans  oD  bo th  s i des  o f  t he  A t l an l i c ,

and  bo th  s i des  o f  t he  49 th  pa ra l l e l  Wha t  and
who  we re  t he  human  ma te r i a l s  i 11  l h i s  p ro

cessT  How d id  t he i r  cxpe rence  n  t he  New

Wor l c l  t r ans fo rm  the i r  l i ves  and  cu l t u r c?

And  wha l  r l nDac t  d rd  t h€  i r nmrg r r r ) t s  t hen r .

s€ l ves  have  on  t he  t r ans to rma t i on  o f  No r th

Amefic, ln soc ctyT

F tnn i sh  n rq ra t i on  n to  t he  m ln iDgd i s t l c t s

o f  Canada . rnd  rhe  Un r t cd  S ta tes  was  an
i r cc r r l en t  o l  h i s l o r y ,  qeog rd l )hy ,  an ( l  mos l  o l

a l l ,  o f  e c o n o m r c s .  U n l i k e ,  s a V ,  t h c  W e l s h
co l i i e r  o r  Co rn i sh  l r n  mrne r  ( t l l e  i n  t h r

backg ro !nc l  o f  t he  F inn i sh  imn r i g ran t  p re .
pn red  h  rn  l o r  t he  I ndL rs t f  r . r l  e rpe r  i encc  ro

the  Pennsy l vnn rd  coa l l r e l ds ,  r he  Grea t  LakL ,5
l r on  Range ,  t he  On ta r  o  go ld  n r i nes ,  o r  t he

Comestock Lode.l  Therr chDic€s diclaleci

by  t he  ha rsh  rea l r l l es  o f  t he  r r i rmrg ran t

l abou r  marke t ,  t he  F inn i sh  m ine rs  qu i ck l y

opvp  onpd  h "  bd r i c  l p (  I  r ' { lUp5  o l  e r  ono r r r I

A r l e n  S e J g e ,  h o l d s  J  L i o c t o ' J r e  l r o m  y o , K  u n , v e l
s  t y  T o , o n r o ,  C J ' r . i ! . ,  1 1 9 8 2 i  J n d  h r s  J j u , ) ,  5 , , e d
. r r1  .  e i  o .  ! .L r  Lous  nrprcs  rn  C ln . rd ldn  lJ t ju  r r
h  s r o J y  H e  s . n  A s s r \ r a n t  P  o l e s s o l  o i  H r ! t o r y  J l
S  m o n  F , a s e r  U n  v e r s r t y .  B u f n J b y  B , , r  s h  C o r u n r

sLrrvrval;  try degrees, pit  labour becanre part

o f  t he  e thos  and  cu l t u re  o f  t he  F inn i sh
Amer i can  and  F  I n  n i sh -Canad  i an  wo ' k i ng
c lass . z  Mganwh i l e  rhe  o  g i na l  se t t l emen ts ,
a t  f i r s t  me re  co lon ies  o f  s i ng le  ma les ,  exe r ted

a  nn tu ra l  a t t r i r c t i on  f o r  t hose  who  fo l l owed ,

and  rn  m  i g ran t  I ndus l r i a l  comnrL rn i t i ess low ly
pmer !pd  \ ' ne l r ' / l ess .  r l l , ' \ c  Lo r . r r nL t . l , l i e s
were  se ldom pe rmanen l .  Economrc  cond i
t r ons  up roo ted  wo rkmen  aga in  and  aga in ,
: i  sr l ! i i t ion ,"! 'hich at once t\elpe(l  tee(i  thc
n l i ne rs '  l ) as i c  sensc  o f  g r i evance ,  and  he lped
tos le r  t ee l i nqs  o f  i ndL rs l r i a l  and  e thn t c  so l i
c j d r  l y  sp read  ac ross  t he  w ides t  t e r ra tn .
T l t e  m ine r  i f l  Leadv i l l e ,  Co lo rado .  d r scove red
lt\al he taced lhe same 'enemy" and spoke
the  san re  l a t ) guage  as  t he  mrne r  a l  vVe l l i ng t -
on ,  B r i t i sh  Co lumbra  as  t he  remarkab le
n rc r ' o "  o f  O ' k . l r '  Joko r ,  No r l h  Amer rca r
t r ade  un ion  m i l i t an t  and  l a te r ,  Soc ia l -Den to -
c r a r r c  P r i m e  M l n r s l e r  o l  F i n l a n d  l 1 9 l 7 , l B ) ,
makes  c /ea r . :

Toko i  once  t o r l ed  i n  t he  co l l i e r i es  o f
Jamcs  Dunsn )u i r ,  t u tu re  p rem ie r  o f  B r i l i sh

lh,---
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Co lumb ia  (a  Conse rva t i ve ) ,  oo  Vancouve r

l s l and ,  and  be longed  to  t he  l oca l  chap te r  o f

the Weslern Federatron of l \ ,4iners, North

Amer i ca ' s  f i r s t  impo r tan t  soc ia l i s t  t r ade

un ron .  H rs  remarks  on  Vancouve r  l s l and  rn

the  l a te  1890 ' s  "a  despe ra te  b l r nd  a l l ey "

r i ng  l r ue  w i t h  t he  l a te r  commen l  o f  W i l l i am

Braes ,  an  Eng l r sh  speak ing  Soc ia l i s l  who

wro te  I n  1913 :  ' a  sho r t  pe iod  on  t he  l s l and

c rushes  ou t  t he  l as t  spa rk  o f  hope  t ha t  t hey
r l he  r . n l . l r g ,dn l s )  w i l l  eve r  be  ab le  t o  imp rove

their lot bv running away from the ener'ny."4

These  expe r i ences  we re  un i ve rsa l ,  and

events3l ly provoke a broadly slmilar res
ponse  among  a l l  m rne  wo rke rs ,  m i l a tan t
unionisrn and often "radical" pol i t ical

i nsu rqency .

A  pa r l r cu la r l y  i n te res t iDq  ques t i on  posed

by  l he  expe r i ence  o f  p ro le ta r i an i za t i on  o f
F rnn i sh  m ine  wo rke rs  i n  No r th  Ame lca  r5

the  deg ree  t o  wh i ch  t h i s ,  as  opposed  to  t he
In f i uence  o i  O ld  Coun l r v  i d l as ,  hc lped  shap ( l

l he  con to r r r s  o f  F rnn i sh  A r r re r j can  and
Frnn i5h  Canad ian  l abou r  rDovemcn ts .  Ku i t L l
nen  w r i t es  t ha t  "F inn r6h  Canad ian  so r : r a l i sm

was strongly Indluenced by radical ized
F inn i sh  m ine rs . "5  A  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  f ound -

i ng  l oca l s  o f  t he  F inn i sh  Soc ia l i s t  O rgan i -
za t i on  o f  Canada  i cha r te red  i n  1911 )  appea r
to have been located in mining distr icts in

Ontario and the West.6 Wh e some imporranr

studies in the American context have recent-
ly appeared, the studv of Finnish Caoadiao
m in ing  commun i t i es  has  on l y  begun .T  Th i s
paper offers some prel iminary comment on
the  case  o f  F inn i sh  m ine  wo rke rs  i n  t he
coalf ielJ: o{ two western Canadian provinces,

B r i t i sh  Co lumb ia  and  A lbe r ta ,  du r i ng  t he
pe r i od  1880 -1940 .

As  o f  1921  ( t he  f i r s t  yea r  f o r  wh i ch  such
da ta  a re  ava i l ab le ) , 25  pe r  cen t  o f  B r i t i sh
Co lumb ia ' s  sma l l  commun i t y  o f  F inns ,
nun rbe f l ng  1 ,837  i n  a l l ,  l i ved  i n  t ha t
p rov ince ' s  coa l  t owns :  mos t  i n  t he  Nana imo-
Ladysm i th 'We l l i ng ton  d  i s t r  i c t  on  Vancouve r
l s l and .  F i f t een  pe r  cen t  o f  A lbe r ta ' s  F inns ,
number i ng  1 ,264 ,  we re  t ound  an  t he  coa l
t owns ,  a l l  bu t  a  hand fu l  i n  two  d i s t r i c t s
s i t ua ied  a long  t he  b i t um inous  coa l  r ange  o f
the eastern Rockiesl Canmore, and further
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sou th ,  t he  C row 's  Nes t  Pass  (B l i i rmo re

Co leman-Ee l l evue ) .8  The  ma jo r i t v  o f  A lbe r ta

F rnns  we re  ru ra l  se t t l e r s  136  pe r  cen t  o f

w h o m  w e r p ,  a s  o f  1 9 2 1 ,  d c l L r J l l y  A m e r  c a r l

bo rn  F inns )  Mos t  o f  B  C . ' s  F lnn i sh  popu la

t i on  was  concen t ra ted  i n  t ou r  sepa ra te

com mun  i t i es .  me t ropo l i t an  Vancouve r ;  ( he

ha rd  rock  m in ing  t own  o f  Ross land ;  t he

l s l and  coa l  t owns ;  and  t he  i l sh ing  and

zrqr rcultural colrrmunrty of "SointLrla

(Mu lco lm  l ' l - nd )  o |  r l ' p  Wps r  Cous t .

"So in tu l i l " . a  comrnun i t y  based  on  t he

famous  U lop ran  p ro jec t  o f  Ma t t i  K ! r i k ka

be tween  1900  and  1905 . -m igh t  we l l  t i e

cons ide red  w i t h i n  t he  con tex t  o f  t he  h i s to r y

o f  t he  F inn i s l r  Canad ran  coa l  n r i n iDg  commu

n  l v ,  s i oce  t he  b ! r l k  o f  Ku r i kk . ' s  f o l l o l ve rs

were  i n  {ac t  Vancouve r  l s l anc l  co l l i e r s
" seek ing  l o  escape  the  s l ave ry  o l  t he

n r ,nes . "9  I n  any  casc ,  be tween  So r  t u l d ,

N i i na imo ,  Ross land ,  Can r i o re ,  and  C row 's

Nes t  Pass  t he re  ex i s ted  t o r  seve r r l  ( l ecades  an

in i po r tan l  F rnn i sh  rmmrg ra r )1  assoc ra l )oD . l l

ne two rk  kn  t i ed  t oge the r  by  f am l y  I  t i s ,

i n te rna l  mrg ra tLon ,  t r ade  un ion i sm (So in tu

l a  s  f i she rmcn  ca rned  o l l  t hc  l r ad r t i on  o f

un ion l sm they  i nhe r  t ed  f r om l he  m i r r i ng

commun i t y  \ , ! i t h i n  t he  con tex l  o f  t he i r  own
ppcL r l i a r  s i l ua t l on ) ,  aDd  e thn i c  o rqan i za l ron

Th0  F rnn i sh  Soc r ; r l i s t  O rqan rza t ron  ( l a te r  t he

F rnn i sh  Organ i za t i on  o t  Canadn  \ " . / h r ch  was

no  l ess  soc ia l i s t l )  r r a i n ta i ned  b ranches  I n

e i l  n  j o r  r u rn  , r nc l  u rban  F rnn i sh  ( rommLrn r '

t r cs  i n  wes le rn  Canada ,  r nc lu ( l  ng ,  ! n1 r l  t hc

l a te  I 930 ' s .  l oc l ges  and  ha l l s  n  t he  co . l

l owns  o f  Ladysm i l h .  B  C . ,  C . r rmore  and

C o l c m a  n ,  A l b e r t a . l c

A  sma l l  samp le  o i  D lace  namcs  o i  m  ne
, / r ' o r  ke rs  nex l  o f  k i n  d ra , , vn  f r o rn  l he  pav I , ) 11

o f  I he  Wes t  C .nad ran  CoJ  i e r€ rs  L l d .  n  A l

be r ta  (B la l rmore  Be l l cv !e  m  nes )  i nd rc r t es

th r t  F i nn i sh  m ine  wo rke rs  hdd  em ig ra led

f rom sca t t e red  l oca l i t i es  i n  F l l r l and  dnd  (he

Unr ted  S ta les .  I n  t he  20 th  ce r i t L r rV  a l  l eas l

t he re  l s  l i f i l e  ev rdence  o f  d i r r c t  m ig ra t l on

bV  l . l | ge  g rouos  o f  F inns  1o  t h t r  L :oa ]  n r  nLng

a rens . I  l

The  f i r s r  F rnn i sh  se t t l e rnen t  I n  wes l , r r n

Canaa la  apDeared  i n  l hc  Vdn r i o l r ve r  l s l , l nd

1 0

coa l f i e l d  some t ime  a f t e r  t he  open ing  up  o f
t he  Jamous  "We l l i ng ton  seam"  by  t he

Sco t t i sh  coa l  mas te r  Robe r l  DL rnsmu i r
du r i ng  t he  w in te r  o i  1870  l .  The  F inn i sh
presence can be traced as tar back as the
l8B0 ' s ,  bu l  t he re  seems  to  be  no  ag reen len t

among  h l s to r i ans  ns  t o  i t s  o r i g i ns .  P ro fesso r

W l son  s ta tes  t ha t  F inns  we re  a t t r ac ted  t o

B r i t i sh  Co lumb ia  du r i ng  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o f
t he  Canad ian  Pac j t l c  Ra i lway  {1880  1885 ) .

A r l i  Ande rson  no tes  t ha t  p r ro r  t o  1880  "a
few  F inn i sh  sa i l o r s  on  Un i t ed  S ta tes  sh ips
had  s toppec j  f o r  coa l  a t  Nana imo  and  No r th

We l l i nq ion . "  Joe l  Po i konen  sheds  more  l r gh t

on  t he  rna t t e r  i n  t he  recen t l y  pub l r shed

Chronicles of Ladysmith. According to the
tracl t ion ot '  the Vancouver lsland communr
t y ,  t he  F rnn i sh  p ionee rs  ac tua l l y  em ig ra ted
f rom A laska  i n  t he  a f t e rma th  o f  t he  Russ ian -

Amer i c . l | )  Pu rchase  i n  1867 .  They  a re  sa id
to have irecn the second sons of 'prosperous

fa rmers "  i r l  t he  Grnnd  Duchy -p resumab ly
r cc ruL lec l  l o r  t he  Cz .3 r  s t  co lon ia l  se rv r ce
, r . , ho  b roL r !h t  ! v r i h  t hen l  t o  t hd  B .C .  co l l r enes

lhe i r  " l ove  o f  cu l t L r l e "  and  Lu the ran  re -
l r g  o n .  2

The t)r) lclarianr2rtron of these an.l  other

n l i g ran t s  occu r rec l  w i t l r i n  l he  con tL . x t  o f
an  ndus t rV  coa l  mrn inq  no ted  i o r  r e l a t r ve l y
h rqh  w i i qe  I n l es  aJ lo rd lng  oppo r tun i t  c s  f o r
f !mr  y  f o r r ra l i on  . l nd  hon le  owne rsh ip  a
o rong  t l l e  m I re rs .  A  s l r ock ing l y  heavy  p r  ce ,
l r oweve r  ,  l vas  pa id  l ) y  m ine r  s  r I  t e r rns  o f

f n  ao (J  l r n r l ) .  F r ve  co l  r e f y  ( l i 5as ! r f s  on
Vancouvc r  l s l and  vc tween  1379  and  1889
look  l l ! { r  r ves  o f  322  m ine rs ;  l ou r  n  t he
Cro ! v ' s  l J " " s1  Pass  l r e t r veen  1902  and  l 9 l 4
k1 l l ed  34 /  men .  A t  Be  l evL r r ,  A lbc r t J ,  f o r
e \am l r  e ,  i n  1910 ,  . r  m inc  d  sas te r  w iped  ou t
o f e  s h i l t  ( i o m p r  s e d  o f  l 2  l t a l r a n s ,  B  F r n n s ,

5  P c r l " s , 2  l c e l a n ( l c r ! , 2  U k r a t n t a n s ,  i r  r i u n
qa r i r n ,  a  Ruman i i r n ,  and  a  E r ton  wh i ch
g rves  some  i dea  o t  t he  rnL r  t i . na ! rona l  cha rac
ter of thir r  ( l€ iJbtror force . l l  that trnte.

The  l l r r ss  f u I ] e ra l  hc l c l  f o r  t he  Be l l evue  rnen

$ /as  s i l r d  I n  t l r e  oc r l  p ress  t o  l l ave  been  " t he

5 , rdde !1  r l r . lma  cve r  0nac l cd  I n  t hese  pd r t s  

"and  such  expe r i ences  d id  J  g rea t  dea l  t o
l os t { r r  a  sense  o f  co l l ec t i ve  so l i da r i t y  among

l l r c  n r i r r r :  wo rke rs . l  i
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zatron of  Canada, 1911'1939) Such gro!p photoqraphs w€re made up in lo postcards.  which immigrani

mrners oi ren senl  overseas lo l r iends and re la l rons.  Courtesy ol  the G!sh|r l  lami ly,  Bla i rmore,  Alberra.

I n  t he  Vea rs  1901 -1920  a lone  t he re  we re
not less than 121 stf ikes in the coal mining
indus t r y  o f  B r i t i sh  Co lumb ia  and  A lbe r ta ,
wh i ch  emo loyed  a  g rdnd  t o rd l  o f  15 ,552
workers in 1921. O{ the 7,303 coal miners
in the two provioces who part icipated in the
re le rendum he ld  on  a l f r l i a t j on  w i t h  t he
"One  B ig  Un ion "  i n  1919 ,  95 ,6  pe r  cen r
endorsed the idea-'which was condemned
as Bolshevik bV al l  respectable labour lea.
de rs  i n  No r th  Amer i ca .  Bu t  t he  coa l  m ine rs
had their own ideas, which were publictzed

be tween  1907  and  1919  i n  t he i r  own  news -
paper. the Distr ict Ledger, which spread the
qospel of social ism in a variety of languages:
F rench ,  Eng l i sh ,  l t a l i an .  S lav i c ,  and  no t
least, Finnish. "There is nluch groping tor
words to express what we mean . - .  especial
ly wrth foreign-speaking comrades who
speak  on l y  a  l i t r l e  Eng l i sh ,  "w ro te  Co leman ,
A lbe r ta  Soc ia l i s l  Tom Bea t re  i n  1919 ,
add inq  t ha t  " t he  o ld  F inn i sh  l oca l  .  .  has
16 members and expect to have 30 next
mee t i ng . "1  4

..N:: ..."\,s

Wi th in  t he  spec i f i c  con tex t  o f  F i nn i sh -

immigrant response to industr ial capital ism

in the western Canadian coalf ields a disl inc.

t ive pattern of organization and self-act ivi tv

early emerges. On the one hand, we l ind the
pattern of cultural assert ion embodied in

the  "F inn  Ha l l s , "  wh i ch  l ong  p reda ted ,  i n

fac t .  t he  F inn i sh  Soc ia l r s t  O rgan i za t i on  i n

mos t  i f  no t  a l l  commun i t i es ,  An  a l l -F i nn i sh

t€mperance society, cal led Aallotar was
formed among the miners in the Well ington
seam in  1891 .  A l t hough  os tens ib l y  r e l i g i ous
in i ts original incarnation (after 1900.

F inn i sh  m ine rs  aqu i red  a  repu ta t i on .  wh i ch
maV or may not have been entirely just i f ied,

as mil i tant anticlericals), Lindstrcjm-Best

oJlers an i l luminating insight into the pro

le ta r i an  i deo logy  o f  t he  rank .and - f i l e  mem-
bership of the temperance order through the
eyes of one coal miner named Kydsti l

"Many cannot understand why an ordinary

worker needs knowledge; is i t  not enough
fo r  a  m ine r  t o  know whe re  t o  d r i l l  t he  ho le

a n d  h o w  m u c h  p o w d e r  1 0  p u t  i n t o  i t . . . ? "

L-
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Kyos t i  de l i n r t e l v  d i sag reed . r  5

On  the  o the r  s i de  oJ  t he  co in ,  t he re  r s  r ne
pa t te rn  o f  c l ass  asse r t i on  by  t he  F inn i sh -

immig ran t  m ine  wo rke rs  w i t h i n  t he  b roade r

contours of the common labour movement.

A l l  t he  m ine rs  had  a  say ing : " l t  was  no t  l ove ,

but a self ish idea that brings us together" .

t he  i dea  o t  co l l ec t i ve  ba rga in i ng .  Aga in ,  t o
cite an early example from Vancouver ls '
l and ,  we  f i nd  i n  1891  upon  the  execu t i ve  o f

t he  M ine rs  and  M ine  Labou re rs '  P ro tec t i ve
Associat ion at the Dunsmuir mines "one

German .  one  Be lg ian ,  one  l t a l i an " - -and  one
"Russ ian  F inn . " l 6  Th i s  un ion  l ed  a  pa r t i

cu la r l y  b i t t e r  and  p ro t rac ted  s t r i ke  i n  1890 ,

wh i ch  James  Dunsmu i r  b l amed  on  "ag i t a to r s

f rom Ross land "  -wh i ch  m igh t  we l l  have  i n -
c l uded  a  hand fu l  o f  F i nns . lT  When  the
Western Federation of l \4iners convened i ts
f i r s t  mee t i ngs  on  Vancouve r  l s l and  i n  1902 ,
they  we re  ca l l ed  t oge the r  a t  t he  F inn  Ha l i  a t
L a d y s m i t h . r S

The  F inn  Ha l l  a t  Canmore  doub led  a f {e r

1910  as  t he  headqua te rs  f o r  l he  l oca l  uk

ra rn ran  Soc ra t  Dp roc 'a t s  Two  . t e^  r r r

t u rn ,  con t ro l l ed  t he  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  un l t ed

Ivl ine Wofkers local in Canmore dLrrn.J

Wor ld  War  l :  N .  D .  Thachuk ,  sec re ta ry  o1

the  Uk ra in i a r i  Soc ia l  De rnoc ra t r ,  and  Jchn

Lau t tamus ,  l eade r  o f  t he  l oca l  F inn rsh  Or

gan i za t i on  l

The  F inn i sh  communr t y  ha l l s  r n  t he

Crow's Nest Pas5 l t i rst at Lrl le, later al Cole'

man )  we re  no to r  ous  f o r  pa r t i es  and  box in l l

ma i ches - - i nv i t a t i o  ns  ex tended  ro  a  l l ,  a l t hough

a  nea r r i o t  occu r red  w r th  merxbe rs  o f  t he

Srved i sh  f ac t i on  f o l l ow ing  a  box ing  md tch  a1

Chr i s tmas ,  1912 ,  bad  ca l l s  by  t he  re te ree

a l l eged l y  t h row  n9  t he  con tes t  l o  "Ha imar

the  Swede"  as  we l l  as  po l i t i c s  dnd  F inn rsh
cu l t u ra l  ac t i v i t i es .  Aga in ,  t he  sL rpposed
" rad i ca l i sm"  o f  t he  F inn i sh  mrne rs  shou ld  be

p l t  r n to  pe rspec t i ve .  A  Soc la l i s t  cand ida te

fo r  Pa r l i amen t  i n  Nana io )o  l os l  t he  e lec t i ons

o t  l 90B  by  d  m" ' c  190  vo te ! ,  and  t l r e  g reJ r

ma jo r i t y  o ' f  t he  vo te rs  we re  Ang lo  Canad rans

An  l r l sh -Canad ran  Soc ra l l s t  was  e lec ted  l o

the  A lbe r ta  l eg rs l a tu re  f r om the  C row  s

Nes r  Pass  i n  1909 :  l t a l Lans ,  S lovJks  (w l ro
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were  deep l y  Ca tho l i c ) ,  Wershn ren  ano  o rne rs
bes ides  t he  red  F inns  pu t  h im  the re .

The  coa l  m ine rs  co l l ec t i ve l y  su t f e red  a
se r i es  o f  ma jo r  de {ea t s  be tween  19 , ] 4  and
1924  wh i ch  b rough t  t o  a  c l ose  t he  g rea r

epoch  o f  m i l i t ancy  and  rad i ca l i sm  i n  t he
coal towns. The industry )tself  decl ined
s tead i l y  i n  t he  1920 ' s  and  1930 ' s .  l \ 4any
worke rs  l e i t  i n  sea rch  o f  o the r  j obs ,  anc l
the western Canadian communit ies received
v i r t ua l l y  no  i nc remen t  o f  popu la t i on  f r o ' n

the  pos l -1920  emrg ra t ; on  o t  F ;n1 i sh  c r t r zen '
and  re fugees  t o  Canada  ( i nc l ud ing  t hc
redoub tab le  Toko i ,  f o rmer  P r rme  M in t s te r . J

The  un ions  we re  e j t he r  des t roVed  o r
pdss,ve thro{./gho../1 most ol t ' le r. ter-wd'
pe r i od ,  t hough  one  excep t i on  was  t he  t own
o f  B la i rmore .  A lbe r ta  (whe re  l r ved ,  r n  1931 ,
37  F inns ,  

' 10  
o f  whom worked  a t  t he  l oca

co l l i e r y ) .  The  B la r rmore  m lne rs  f ough t  and
won  a  v i o l en t  s t r r ke  i n  1932  and  \ , ! en t  on ,  I n
1933  to  e l ec t  a  "M  ne fs '  Town  Counc i l "  sa  d
to  bc  do r l ] Lna ted  by  I he  Cod rn run  s t s .  (Th r

r rdyOr ,  dn  f I | g l r shsDedk rng  CummLrn rs l ,  r c

ce rvec i  a  n rdnda te  o f  76  pe r  cen t  r n  1944  j

Beh rnd  t he  un ion  a t  B la i rmore  s tood  t ho
Womeo ' s  Labou r  League ,  o rqaD ,?e . l  i n  1928
unde r  t he  l eade fsh ip  o f  Anna  Apponen .
whose  husband  l vas  a  d i sab l cd  rn  ne r .  l l
seems  tha t  Anna  Apponen ,  t ea tu red  speake l
a t  t he  1930  l v l ay  Day  demons r ra t  on  (whe re

she  made  a  p lea  f o r  women ' s  q l r l s  an r l
L rnen rp loymen t  r c l i e i ) ,  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  t l r d
Ka re l ran  emrg ra t i o I  i r r  1931  He r  c , . : l l eagL re
l v l a r y  No r rh ,  desp l t e  he r  Enq  sh  su rname
F inn i sh .bo rn ,  ca r . i ea l  o i - i  t he  l vo rk  o f  t hc
l vomen ' s  o rgan rza t  on ,  wh i ch  nuy  be  seen  as
parl of t l re l-"gar:y of the lonlJ tradrt on c,f
p ro la l a fnn  f e rn in l sn t  o l  t he  F lnn i s l t  Cana
d i a n  c o r r m u n i t l e s  I 9

B ,  l . i \  t , n r p  r '  e  F r ' 1 n r \ h  O r q  r ,  z r t r o

the  coa l t r e l ds  w rs  i n  i l  s t n l e  o f  advanced

decl ne, and no lonqer comrnanaled rnLrch

en l l ) us ias rn  t r on  a  dwrnd l i r r l J  a r l , J  a rqe l y
' ' ass rmr la l ed "  F rnn rsh  wo rk  ng  c  ass  aommLr

n i t y  " ! 'Ve  l ake  i ) n r t  i n  t he  ( s tnke l  s t r ug ! ! e

.  L ru t  we  l en  c i r I no l  do  any th rng  sDec ra l , "

w ro le  t he  F inn i sh  un ion  members  a t  B la i r

mc re  t o  l he  l o ron to  heac iqL ra r te r s  n  1932
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Mine workers ! t  copper c l i f f '  1893 The canadian copper companv s mine at  copper cr i f f  was the f i rsr  mine in canada i rom whrch nrcker-copper ore shiprnentsw e r e  ' n J d € ( n 1 8 a 6 i  r n d  a l s o  t h e  f i r s r  r o  e m p i o y  F i n n i s h  C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  S o ' r r c e  p o l y p h o n e  F  n n s  i n O n r a r o  F a  1 9 8 t . v o t . 3 N o 2



Wi th  t ew  f i nanc ia l  r esou rces  ava i l ab le  t o
them, the Canmore and Coleman locals
su r rende red  t he i r  ha l l r  i n  t he  1930 ' s .20
The Crow's Nest act ivists met in private

homes for a few more years, then conclud-
ed that the Finnish Organi2ation had simply
outl ived i ts usefulness.2l lr  is undoudtedly
true that the younger generation, to the
extent to which they were ev€n retained
by the industr ial community, would have
considered themselves "Canadians" rather
than  "F inns " - -a  p rob lem o f  cu l t u ra l  i den t i t y
not entirely solved by the self-professed
proletarian international ism of the Finnish
Organization's leadershi p.

l \4ary North wrote an eloquent memoir
of Local 44 (Crow's Nest Pass) sometime
prior to the outbreak of World War l l .  She
recal led her own init iat ion into the r i tes of
t he  F inn i sh  wo rke r - commun i t y  :

The meeting opened w,th the singing of the
' lnlernataonale' I  had never heard i t  beforE
( th i s ,  c i r ca ,  1910 )  and  i t  was  ve ry  mov rng .
Each t ime afterwards I heard them sing i t  I
lhought  o f  lha t  momenl ,  and wondered what

rmpact  i t  had  on  o thers  who hac i  come,  l i ke  me,

lo  rhe  Go lden West .  .  .

She waxed phi losophical  about the demise

of  the order.  proud ot  the col lect ive and in-

div idual  accompl ishments of  i ts  p ioneers

a n d  m i l i t a n t s .  " W e  a r e  a f t e r  a l l , "  s h e  c o n -

cfuded, "only actors in a larger drama."22

1  r e . e r r  w o , l '  o n  F , n n r s h  m r n r n g  c o m . n u n r l | e s  I n
N o r t h  A m e r i c a  i n c l u d e s  M  E  K a u p s .  F i n n s  i n
rhe Copper and l ron Ore Mines ol  the Great
Lakes Region,  1864 1905 Some Prel iminary

Ohservai ions,  in M. G. Karni  et  a l  leds.) ,
The Finnish Exper ience in rh€ Western Great
L a k e s  R e g i o n :  N e w  P e r s p e c t i v e s  ( T u r k u ,  1 9 7 5 ) ;
M .  G .  K a r n i ,  ' T h e  F i n n i s h  S o c i a l i s t  T r a d i t i o n

. n d  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  S r r i k e  o {  1 9 0 7 , "  i n  D . J .  O l l i -
l a  ( e d . l ,  F o r  t h e  C o m m o n  G o o d :  F i n n i s h
lmm,grants and the Radical  Besponse to
I n d L j n r r a l  A m e r i c a  l S u p e r i o r .  W r s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ; a n d
A r n o r d  A l r n e n .  ' F r n n s  a n d  r h e  C o r p o r a l e  M l

n  i n g  E n v i r o n m e n t  o t  t h e  L a k e S u p e , , o r  R e g i o n , "
i n  M  G .  K a r n a  ( e d . ) ,  F r n n , s h  O r a s p o . a  { l  T h e
Unrted Stat€s (Toronto,  1981 )

2  f o r  a  m i n e r s '  e y e  v i e w  s e e  V i e n n a  C .  M a k i ,
"Memoirs f rom the Mrnnesota l ron Ore Mines,

19O8, by Matt i  Pel to,"  Finnish Americana =5

{ 1 9 8 2  3 ) ,  a l s o  t h e  u n p u b l i s h e d  J o u r n a r  o f  t h e
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Onrar io gold miner,  Vic lor  Koski ,  Archives ol
rhe Muhicul toral  Hrsrory Socie iy of  Onrar io,
Sarral€ Papers (or ig inal  and Engl ishlanguaqe
typescr ipt) ,  n.d.

3 ldad. ;  see also Oska. i  Tokoi ,  Sisu:The Auto
biography of  th€ Fi ls t  Premier of  Fin land
( N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 5 7 )

4 lb id. ,  pp.  47'50,  Wm. Braes,  "Heads I  Win,
Tai ls  You Lose," .  Western Clar ion (Vancouver) ,

A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 3 .
5 Al  Kui tunen, "The Finnish,Canadian Soc,al isr

Movement,  1900- l9 lA."  unpublrshed research
paper.  D€pi .  of  Hr5rory,  Univers i ry of  Calqary
11919),  p.  24.  The .adical  phenomenon In
Canddd rs erplored wrrh some sensr l rvr ty In
iwo ar t ic les in the col tectaons,  Ethnic i ty ,
Power,  and Pol i r ics In Canada lToronto,  1981),
edi ted by Jorgen Dahlre and T.  Fernando:
Varpu Lindstron 8est ,  "The Social is t  Party of
Canada and the Finnish Connedion,"  and E W.
Laine,  Finnish Canadran Radrcalasm, rhe Firsr
F o r r y  Y e a r s . "

6 Canadan Suomalarnen J i r j€s lo 25vuor ia (Sud

b u r y ,  O n t . ,  1 9 3 6 ) .  p . 3 7 .
7 Kui tunen, op.  c i t . ;  Al len Seag€r,  'F inn,sh Ca

nadians and rhe Ontalo Miners Movement,"
P o l y p h o n y  v o l .  3 .  - 2  ( F a l l ,  1 9 8 1  :  T o r o n t o ) .

I  D o m i n i o n  C e n s u s  R e p o  1 9 2 1
I Ai la Anderson,  His iory or  Sointu la (Vancouver.

1 9 7 0 :  b a s e d  o n  M a t t r  H a l m i n e n t  1 9 3 6  F i n n i s h
l a n 9 u a g e  e d i t i o n ) ;  J .  D o n a l d  W i l s o n ,  " M a l r ,

K u . i k k a  F i n n i s h  C a n a d r a n  I n l e t t e c l u a t . "  B . C
S t u d r € s  2 0  ( W , n t e r ,  1 9 7 3 - 7 4 ) ,  D r e a m s  o f  U i o .
pra Br i t rsh Columbra Sound Archives Publrca
t i o n  ( V i c t o r i a , 1 9 4 0 )

10 part ia l  records ol  the coal , town lodge5 of  the
Finnish Organizat ion ol  Canada are found in
the PAC. FOC Papers,  vol .  3,  f .  4 {Canmore
L o c a l  = 4 5 ,  1 9 1 7  1 9 1 9 ) , 1  5  { C r o w ' s  N e s i  L o c a l
- 4 4 ,  1 9 1 5 1 9 1 9 ) ;  \ / o t .  1 2 ,  t .  4 8  ( L o c a t  4 5 ,
1 9 3 1  1 9 3 3 ) ; f . 5 0  ( L o c a l  4 4 .  1 9 3 1  1 9 3 9 )

I 1  l h e  p r o c e s s  o t  m r q r a l r o n  a n d  s e l l l e m e n t  i n  l h e
co€l  regrons rs drscussed In Dougtas Cass.  "As
p e c t s  o f  E t h n i c 1 l y  I n  S o u ( h e r n  A l b e r t a  C o a l
M i n i n q  C a m p s  1 8 8 0 - 1 9 2 0  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  r e
rea'ch paper,  Universrry of  Calqary,  Dept of
H i s t o r y ,  1 9 7 9 )  a n d  A l l e n  S e a s e r ,  " A  P r o t e l a ' l
a l  i n  W i l d  R o s e  C o u n i r y :  T h e  A l b e r t a  C o a l
M i n e r s ,  1 9 0 5  1 9 4 5 "  ( P h  D  d l s s e r l a r i o n .  Y o r k
U n i v e f s i r y ,  T o r o n r o ,  1 9 8 2 )  c h  2 .

1 2  J  D o n a l d  W , l s o n ,  F , n n 5  I n  B . i t l s h  C o l u m b , a
B e f o r e  r h e  F , r s r  W o r l d  W a , .  P o t y p h o n v  V o l
3  2  ( F a l l ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  p  5 5 ;  A n d e r s o n ,  H r s r o r y
o l  S o r n r u l a ,  o p .  . , 1 . ,  p p .  1 - 2 ,  J o e l  P o i k o n e n ,
T h e  F i n n i s h  C o r n m u n , r y , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o t
L a d y s m i r h  a n d  D i s l r i c l  ( V r c r o r i a ,  I  C . ,  1 9 8 1 )
p p . 3 0 9  3 1 3 .

13 for  rhe Eel levue mine r l lsasrer  see the Blal r
more Enterpr ise.  va/ ious issues.  December.



1 9 1 O ,  a n d  t h e  u n , c t u e l y  w e l l  d o c u m e n l e d

accounr bv David J.  Bercus, in,  "Traoedy rr
E e l i € v u e ,  

'  L r b o u r ,  r e  l f a v a r r l e u f  3  (  1 9 7 8 J
Off ic , r l  records ot  conl  mine f . ! r /  1r€s we,e
k e p r  r n  E l t i s h  C o l u m b a  d f r e .  1 8 7 7  a n d  n
Albe, l ; r  J f re,  1905.

l 4  P l r b l i c  A r c h i v € s  o i  M a n i t o b s .  A  I  R u s s e i
P J p a r r  W  n n r p R 0  S r ,  k e  T r n  R e c o r d s  E x h , D r r
' ' 1 " ,  c o r r e s  S o c i a l r s r  P t , t y  o f  C r . a d i r  L o . a l
-  9 3 ,  T o m  B e a i l r e  r o  C h f r s  S i e p h e n s o n ,  6  2 7
F e h , u J , y ,  1 9 1 9  D u r L n g  W o , L d  \ i l l J  I .  b o t h  r h e
\ o r  d l , r r  p d r r y  , n d  ' n F  r ' - n , \ n  a , g , .  l u  L n
locsls n rhe cosl  n l rnrnq communrt /es were
more o,  ess dor.nanr : rnd/or  suppressed I  h.ve
dr(cr . rssed Ihrs perod rn rnrners hrsrory i r r  length
els€wh. le c l .  A.  Seage,.  'Soq. lLrstr  and Work
r n q n ) e n  T h e  W e s t e r n  C a n i ] d . r n  C o J l ,  M i n e , s '
t r ' lovemenr,  19O0 132O." p.rpo,  ,eJ. i  dt  rhe
A m e r  c r n  H i s r o i c a l  A s s o c r a i i o n  A n n u a  M e e t
i n g s ,  W a s h  o q t o n .  D . C  ,  1 9 8 2

l 5  W , l r o n  " F , n n s  , n  B . r ( L s h  C o L u n \ b , J . "  o p .  c t t  ;
V r r p u  L , n d s I o m  B e s l ,  F r 3 1  P r e s s ' : A  S t u c l v

, r  I  ' 1 r  |  . J n c d  ' '  L . . d ^ '  '  ^  \ P ^ s p , n P  \ .

P o l y p h o r y  V o l  3  ' 2  \ F a t .  1 9 8 1 ) ,  P  6 5

r 6  8 , 1 , s h  C o l u m b r i .  S e s s r o n a l  P i J p e r s .  1 8 9 1 ,
' ' E \ i d e . c e  

S e e ( t  C o m m , r r e e  o n  W e r l ' n g r o n

S t ,  k e .  '  p  c c l x x x , r ,  T e n , r n o n y  o f  J o h n  S u g e l t

1d !c !n rPnr  cour lEsy  o l  D ,  R A J  tu lacDo ' ra ld

o l  l h e  l l n i v e , 5 l y  o r  t s /  | s h  C o  ! m t r i ! r

l 7  S r ,  k e  r l  t r r y e  I  r g l o . . "  V  o I r a  C o  o n r s i  2 l

^ n . !  1 3 9 0  r n d  . t h e ,  n ! i , r r r t r 5

t B  D o m  n  D n  o t  C a n a L J a .  S e s s r o n t l  P a p e r s .  1 9 O 4 .
' ' E " ' , l e n r t ,  R o y d l  C o o n n , s s r ( ) n  L n  l n d D n ' , d l

D  5 p u r e i  i n  r h e  P r o v r n c e  o f  B , , r  s h  C o i u m b r a .

SuDmalarse l  Lanr i  Kana. lan  h I l ' ka rvo  ks issa

K! f  ! ! r , r r ; l  I se i  J i  '  r .  r  se l  J  ko  ! r1  . rser tu i r  K t r

. , d a n  L . r ' !  , r n n  l , r L L e  i 6 3 0  r u , r ! l l J  l o u r u r v a l  h r

h . n ( k  n r . . r .  I  r r ' t o n 5 n  h r  r k J r v o k s  . l n  L i u r r s n r u  r , n

[ . ] ' v o r r e l  B , r r l  l ;  s e s j r  K o l ! n l ) r r s s d  r u  , v a r  h e r  i e

r ! l ! r k 5  s d i r o r n  N a n i f m o .  L a d r : m r r f  l .  t r y e l  n ( l r r r .

V ! n c o u v e r n  s J r r e l l i  s e k i r  A l b e , 1 d .  p r o v , n s r s s ,

C J n n j o ' r  K  r l l  o ! ! o ' r e n  , , r p ! o l e  r "  i r  s ,  ' n  r r e l a a .

C r o d  s  N e s r  P , , s ; , n  ;  ! e e l 1 .  B  J , ' t r r o J e  C o i e r f l r n  l r
8e l le !e - ,

- l i i  r k . r ! o s r € n  . r n 1 . . e i n  r v o o l o s u h l e e r  t r  e r e n k , ^

r ) f n e r i . r ' n u u d e '  k e r i , r r  v . r r  r y o n r !

I  t r r .  i o r  ( l . r i r  s ! ! l l ,  r . ,  r . r . l ' k i , r l , s l r

! d r r r r  5  [ .  v o s o n n f r  r o r n u u l  r , ]

L ! L L r  r , , , ! 1 r , . '  I 3 l ' - r  l S 3 3  | r r D , . ,  l l 2  r , ' v ( , , , r y u n

i e i i  a a  , i  C r o r  s  N e ! '  P . i s s i n  f r ! e . l  ,  ( ,  v u o s , . . ,
' 9 0 2  l g l 4  n e l ' . r  , ,  s s i  k u ! r '  3 4 7

r v n r n i e s l .  B e l l e v ! e .  k a  v , i s o n n e r r o d r u u . r . s s . r  ! u o n

r . j  l ! l l r r  k r o  r r \ D  l ?  r r l  j .  r r i j ,  8  s ! . d r . r r , j  5 r , j ,

p p  4 0  4 1 .  T e s r m o n y  o l  J a ' n e s  P '  l c h r r d
lg tor  the Wome. s Lrbour Le,rgue nni l  , ts  re.rder.

sh p s-pe.  Jmong olher docurnenis FOC Papers.
v o l  1 2 ,  i  5 0 .  L o c a l  4 4 .  M r n u t e s  2 4  A p r , l ,  l g 2 8 ;
P u b l r c  A . c h i v e s  o f  C a n a d a .  C o r n m u n i n  P a r t y
o t  C a n a d ;  R e c o r d s .  B o x  l ,  f .  l .  c o r r e s .  A  b e r l . r
i i i s t , r c l ,  1 9 3 0 3 1  M a r y  N o , t h  r o  T o m  E w e n .
8  O c I o b e r ,  1 9 3 0 .  a n d  o i h e ,  i l e m s ;  ' M a y  D a y
Ceratrr r te. l  hv Wo.kers
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