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Among the emjgranrs res id ing in  S*eden.  there are borh Swedish-
spcaking and Finnish-spelk ing Finns.  Compar ing these two ethnic
groups, wc shall look in this article for enswers ro questions about
thc economic and social conditions in which I.innish emigrants find
themselves, as well as about rhese Finns' evaluation of thcir own
sjtuation in Swedcn. Up to now, rescarchers have not madc enough
use of opportunities to cornparc rhcsc two language groups. l 'hey may
havc nrrde the same misrake as rneny officials and journalisls, forgetting
Ihat therc arc a large number of Srr.edish-speaking persons anong the
F : n n , .  r r h u  h r r c  r n i g r a t e J  t , r  S u t  t i t . n . I' l  

he Sl  cd ish popular i r )n  rcg is ter  ma),  Dc b lamcd for  th is  overs ight ,
for  unl ike rhe regis ter  in  F in land,  i t  conta ins no in format i<. rn about
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thc mother tongue of individual pcrsons. A researchcr who w:lnts to
studv Finns rcsidcnt in Srvcden can not therefore drrrv a particular
sample only of l ' innish-spe aking or onll' of Swcdish speaking pcrsons.
Mcmbcrs of both groups uill alrvays be included, and thc researcher
rvill be obiiged to collcct data about i:rdividual persons bcfore hc
crn d i f ferent ia tc  thc T\ !o groups.  Pubi ic  agencies Ihat  \ !a i l t  to  m.r i l
in iorml t ion to F inns do not  for  the s i rmc rcason knorr . rvhosc nothcr
tonguc is Su,edish and rvhosc Finnish Thel thcrcforc distributc
matcrial printetl in Irinnish to persons in both languagc groups. As
a rcsult. thesc agcncics oftcn receivc complaints from pcrsons rvho
fcel  insul ted over  thc f rc t  that  no at tcnt ion is  paid to  the i r  mother
r()n8uc. - 1

,.\ national registration of mother tongues hrs becn proposcd
stvclul tintes. Associatitrns of immigrants in Sueclen, arnclng othcrs, arguc
that such rcgistration involves a great principle and rvould havc a
practical impact on thc implementation of Sucdish immigrrtion and
minor i t t  po l icv.  I t  is  l ikc lv  that  a chanse rvr l l  f ina l )y  hc broughr
about  i r  the popul l t ion regisrcr .  J ,  l iur  sr . r  t . r r  thc rdel  , , f  largurrge:
regisr r i r t ion has not  been acccptcrL in  uni l inguai  Stedcn.  

' lhe

indigcnous minorities. thc 
'l 'orncdal / Finns and the Lapps in the

North, ere supposed to remain in the periphery or learn Srvedish
fluently if they move south. Only sincc the large immigration w.rvcs
of the 1960s and the i970s havc students of foreign origin becomc
ouncrous in Srvedish schools. In this neu situation. thc issuc is not
one ol two nationirl l lnguages cstabiishcd on a coltsrirutional status,
as is thc casc in Finhnd, but of ser,cral languages spoken by immi-
grant  groups of  vary ing s izc.  In  1982,  335 students whosc mother
tongue lvas Lappish rvere enrolled in the Sivedish schools; and
according to official statistics, 21 other languages wcre represented by
lager  nunbers ofs tudcnts.  ! inn ish rvas thc mother  tongue of  37 067,
Spanish of  .1  956 and Tulk ish of  I  91. t .  e tc .+)

Finnish is the first immigrant l.rnguage not onll because of its
numerical importance, however. It has a long historv in Srvcdcn.
From the Middle Ages to 1809, Srvedcn and liinland wcrc rwo parts
of one state, and therc 

"verc 
alrvays Finnish-spcaking populations also

in regions that  belong to prcscnt-day S"rcden:  Stockholm Finns,  Norr -
bottcn I;inns and l"inns in forestcd Drovinces, nherc they introduccd
nov methot ls  of  cu l t iv : r t ing land by t ,urn ing thc woods.  C,rnsequent l r .
l ' innish is often given a special status among immigrant languagcs in
the present debate on immigrants and minorities, comparisons are
oftcn made between rhe strong legal status of the Swcdish language
in F in l lnd and the unclear  posi t ion of  rhe Finnish language in  Sweden,
rs  for  instance rvhen denrends are n iscd by F innish percnts in .Sl r 'eden
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that Finnish bc uscd as the languagc of instruction for Finnish studcnts
also in  schoois  in  Srveden.

At  prcscnt ,  l i r t le  is  known about  thc Swedish-spcaking Finns
who livc in Srveden. li innish statistics rcveal that 16 562 Swedish-
spcakers crnigrlted in the pcrio<i 1970-7978, and this corcsponds
to 11.6 per  ccnt  of  a l l  the emigrrnts .5)  lhe Su er l i :h 'speaking mrnonr ,v
in  F in iand is  onl l  6 .4 per  cent  of  the tota l  populer ion,  horvevcr ,
and the propor t ion of  Suedish speaking cmigrr rnts  $as a lmost  t \v icc
as high as the Srvedish ratio of the population. l 'hey also have a greater
propcnsity to stav in Srvcclen, ocn though many of them tlo alsr.r
rc turn.  Thc end rcsul t  is  that  about  20 per  cena of  rhe Finr ' ls  in  Sweden
speek Slvedish as their mother tonguc. '-fhere is, as rve havc seen, ncr
official registratiorr trv )anguage; but according to I reasonable e\IinJte,
thc Srvedish-speakJng Irinns in S',vcden numbcr about 60 000 persons,
not  count ing chi ldren born in  Srvedcn.6)

The r oltrmc ,.,f cmigration from f:inllnd ro Swe den has b1 ,rnd
Ilrge ircen decideJ by empioyment opportunitics and wage differcnces
in thc trvo countrics. ln some periods, Srvedish employers harre actively
recruited rvorkers in Finland, lrut to a hrgc crtent Finns have l-ountl

lobs in Srvcden on thcir orvn. Young Swedish-spe aking Finns have
bccn at an advantagc thanks to their llucncy with the languagc of
thc land. Thev hlvc cnjoyed a head start over thcir Finnish'speaking
compatriots lvhen nerv cmplovment opportunities havc opened up
in Sweden.  The cmigrat ion of  Swcdish-speaking Finns has indeed
grown to the cxtcnt of arousing fcars rhat too few lvould be staying
at hone lor maintaining schools, cultural activities, associations and
inst i tu t ions in  some areas in  F in l . rnd.

-l'here 
arc two netional tcderatic-rns of Finnish nssociarions in

Swcden, one for thc Srvedish-spcaking emigrants, "Finlandssvcnskarnas
Riks i ) rbund i  Sver ige (FRIS), "  and another  for  the Finnish-speaking
oncs, "Riksfijrbundct Finska Forcningar i Sverigc (RFITS)." B<.rth arc
rccogrized and financially supported by the Swcdish state, and coope
rat ion bctn(cn thcn is  s t rcngthcned b1 a number of  common in
tetests. Horvever, the future status of the Finnish language in Swcden
and, in particular, the nced for l. ' innish classes and schools arc of
coursc ahe cruc i l l  issucs,  especia l iy  for  the 'cderat ion of  F innish-
speaking associat ions (  RFIrS) .

Emigr l t ion f rom Fin land to Sweden should be secn as par t  o f  the
great \{'aves of international migration that have bccn raking place in
this ccntun'; but in nanv respects it also resembles the internal mig-
rat ion tak in.g p lar :c  rv i th in  a s ingle countrv .  Srvedish-speaking I , inns
ftom Oste rbottcn tn()ve t() Slvedt-'n in the wav Swedes from thc North
of  Sueden go south ins ide thc buunder ics o i  Sr ic t lcn.  Thc sanre k ind
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of economic situations determine these migratorl, florvs, and as no
language barricrs cxist and no passports or permits are required, thanks
to the Nordic agreement rccognizing the frcc circulation of rvorkers
in a common Nordic labour rnarket, thc diffcrence between rnter-
netional and internal migration is in fact very small.

ln reseerch on migration, comparisons should therefote be made
betrveen thcse two forms of migration to a much greater extent than
has becn clone so far. Emigration from Finland, immigration to Sr.veden,
return to Finland, re-emigration to Su'eden, etc., all thcse movemcnts
arc seldom final in the same way as migration from Mediterranean
countrics or countries outside Europe often is. The Swedish- and
Finnish-speaking Finns rvho movc to Sweden and rcturn to linland
should. bc studied as interesting cascs on the bordcrline benvcen in-
tcrnai and intcrnational migration. So far, attempts to comparc thesc
nvo groups havc been made onlf in a ferv Swedish immigration pro
jects .  In  th is  ar t ic le ,  we shal l  prcsent  some resul ts  f rom one at tempt  of
th is  krnd.

Sun'ey of political resocialisation of immigrants in 197 5-197 6

During the yezrs 1975-1976, a large surve)' \yas made in the cit;'of
Stockholm, covering samplcs of immigrants born in Irinland, Polend,
Yugoslavia and 1'urkcy as rvcll as a sample of native Swedcs. Altogether,
more than 2 500 intervicws rverc done. and 940 of them *'ere inter-
vicrvs rvith pcrsons born in li inlanJ.9) lhc reasr,rn for this enlarged
samplc of Iiinns was the languagc division within the group. We needed
a samplc large cnough to sccurc a few hundred Slvedish-speaking
Finns, but we could not kno\\' in ativancc l'ho bclongcd to this gr{)up
or  what  uould be the propor t ion of  Sw,cdish-spcaking immigrants
living in Stockholm. We assumed that thc proportion would bc above
average, and this was correct, 32 per cent of all thc Finns in thc city
of Stockholm reported that Sri.cdish was thcir mother tonguc.

Table 1,

Number

Per cent

F innish
6 3 0

6 7  . O

,\ lother rongue as reportcd bv respondents

Swedish Russian
302 1

3 2 . 4  0 . 1

Lappish Uncertain Toral
1 4 9 + 1

0.1 0.4 100

l-

) /



In a pilot study of li ' inns in the industril l rnunicipaliq of Sodcrtalje,
somc t \ \ rent ' '  mi lcs south of  Stockholm. rvc founr l  in  1973 a nurnber
of interesting differcnces benveen Swcdish- and Finnish-speaking
Finns.10) 

'lhe 
proportion of Srvedish speaking Finns rvas lorvcr in

Sodertdljc than in Stockholnr, about 22 per cent, rvhich probably
is close to tie avcragc for Srvcden. Some findings from Sodertril je
in 1973 will bc used in the folloiving prcsentation of results irom
S t o c k h  o l m  l n  l y l )

We askcd all thr: Finns in Stockholnr, "What is vour mothe r
tonguc?" As the respondents wcre all born in li inland, we havc teason
to bclievc that ahose rvho ansrvered "Sivedish," had spoken Swedish
alreadv in Finland. Onlv in cxceptional cases may persons have identi-
fied themselves as Swedish-speaking although thcir first lenguage had
actually been Finnish; this presupposcs that rhey had arrived in Swedcn
at a very earlv agc and then quickly switched languagcs.

J\'tan1' of thosc who had staved a long time in Swcden did not
want to give an intcruierv, explaining that they rvere no longer immi-
grants. we had to tell them that we wcre studying long-term conse-
tluences and wanted to share the experience of all thosc who had
once moved to Srvcden. This explanation was usualll ' acccpted, and
r.,nlr' 7 per cent of the santple catcgoricalll ' rcfuscd to trke part. Whcn
anal l 's ing the resul ts ,  houevct ,  r lc  should renember that  manv of  those
intcnicwed had lived for quitc long periods in Srveden. lt is an em
pir ica l  quest ion uhethcr  or  not  thev considered thcmselves " immigrants"
or to what c,r tent.

Language fluency

N{any Swedlsh-speaking Finns arc of course also proficient in the
Finnish language.  ln  I r inhnd,  i t  is  cven more commun rhat  thosc
whosc mother  tonguc is  Suedish a lso know Finnish.  Accord ing to a
survel  ma. lc  in  1950,  46 per  cent  of  thc Srve d ish-spe ak ing populat ion
in F in land said that  they knew Finnish roo.  uhi lc  onl1 8 pcr  cent  of
those who were Finnish-spe ak ing knerv SweJish. l  r  /  This  is  r , ,hat
u'e might expect to find in a society where onc lxnguagc Llominatcs
strongly. These figurcs arc very old, howcver, and the proportion of
bilingual people has probably increascd somcwhat in both language
groups as a result of a higher level of education and because of the
rwo-waV migration betlveen Finland and S."vedcn. Scveral hundred
thousands of Finns now living in Finland have during one pcriod or
an other rvorked in Swcden. and then at least to some extent been
(xDos(J to  thc Swedrsh t , , rnuut
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We askcd the Iiinns in Stockholm, ,,What languages do you spcakyourself?". and lve gave thcm seven responsc alternirjvcs, as can be
seen rn rablc 2.

High proportions of S* edish_spcaking pcrsons, r.,f coursc, ilns,
ucrcd, 'Srlc.dish." 

end high p()porfions ,ri- i-innish-spcaking persons
answered, "lrinnish',. Much more 

-intercsting is the widespread bi_Jingral pnrficiencl 
..1{."ng -Srvcd ish _speakersl t.3 p.. f.:,., i said that

m(\ ' .  \ \ 'ere qur te t , i l ingur l  and another  24 per  c in t  sa id that  the i r
i ' innish..rvas ratber good. Arnong Finnish sicrkers. rhcre wcrs clen
more b j l ingr- r r is .  Thi r r r -s ix  per  ccnr  knew Swedish as least  as rvc asr . rnnrsn. .  , \nother  40 pcr  cent  se id that  the i r  S* .cd ish was not  vcr i ,
bad. Oniv onc our of tbur ha.l no or vcry littlc knorvlcdge ,f i""Airi.
Comparcd rvith the sun,cv made in Finl.rnd in lqSO," ttr. fr,nn,rn_
spcaking crnigrlnrs in Stt ckhoim intcrviervcd in tlZi-*... 'tu o nru.tgre. ] tcr  (xrcnr  rb lc  to  spcek Srvcdish.  ' fh is  

is ,  o f  coursc,  what  shouldDc crp(L l (  J .  i ls  tnJn\  , ) j  thc.m hr , l  l i r t  J  in  Srrc , l (  n  l -or  ) . (  Jr . \ .

Tehle 2. Selt-dcclartd languagc proficiencv

Languegc proficicncv

Only Finnish

Finnish and s'ome Swerl ish
Finnish and rathcr
good Swcdish
Both languages
equdly rvel)
Swedish xnd rarher
good Finnish

Swedish and some
Finnish

Only Swedish
Total

Pcrsons whosc mother
tongue !\ 'as Swedish

(Swedrsh-speaking

persons)

o"/.
o./.

Persons whose mother
tongue rvas Finnish

( Frnnish,speaking
persons)

4v;
2 r./.

+oo/o

32yo

3o','

l yo

oyo

10070

10/o

120/o

z4v.

3 00/o

I4vo
l OO7o

l .?9 i  * :  
sd\ 's ,sumcrhing aLour  rhc language prof ic icncy in  ge nera l

r n  s r o e ^ n o i m  J l  r h c  t i m c , r f  r h c  i n r c n i e w s .  I r  s h u u l J  b e e x p e c r e d  r h a r
xn improvement w,ould havc trken place srncc rlren, _uirlf b..urr.
o l  the, reduct ion in  ncrv immigrat ion to Swe den.  But  as ear l f  as 1975,
the to l lowrng surDmJry could bc mldc in  Stockholnr ,  Thice out  of

\
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Social class

cvery ten pcrsons born in Finland spoke S',vcdish as their nothcr
tongue. .\mong thc seven rvhose ntothcr rongue wrs Finnish, five
had a good or rr Ieast a fair knowJedgc ut juetlish Nevcrtheless,
th^c 

.Swedish languagc was a probiem firr nor less than 25 pcr cent
of  a l l  those rvhose mother  tongue was Finnish.'lhis 

summary also indicates e better situation in Stockholm in
19,7 5 thzn in  Si idcrrd l je  in  1973. In rcsponse to rhe same quesrron,
46 per cent of those born in Finland who werc living in Si)derrllje
said that thcy spoke only |innish or in addition also a little Srve-
d ish.12)  Wc can hard ly  explarn rh is  improvcnenr  in  language prot r -
clency as a result of formal or inforntal education. The results are
better rn Stockholrn thanks to a higher proportion of Finns rvith
Swedish es their mother tongue and rhanks to a higher general level
of cducation among the Finns residcnr in Stockholm. We can studv
thcse dilftrcnces more in rlcrail as \r.e now nrakc an attempt to classif!
the; tockholm santp lc  b l  soc ia l  c lass.

'[he 
Stockholm labour nrarkct is much morc .iifferentiated than it is

on a\.crage rn Sweden. Thc proportion of *orkers is lou,er in gcncral.
but probably also among immigrants in the cit1,, cven if it i. rrue that
thcrc arc aiwat s manl' rvorkers lmong immigrants. lt is casier fbr
Swed ish -speak ing liinns to obtain rvhite-collar emplovmcnt ,,vhere
g o u J  t u n r m : n J  o f  S s e J i r h  r s  r e q u i r t d .  a n d  b i l i n g u l l  p e r s . ) n s  r r c  i n
somc cises cvcn prefcrred, cspecially, in jobs relatcd ro inrmigrf,nrs
(languagc tcachers, hospital and childcare personncl, etc.). Wc have
dividcil thc liinns intcrvicrvcd rnr,r trrc, grr.,ups, rvlrcrc all rhosc rvith
occupatrons org ln izcd b ' "  thc Nat ional  Fcderat ion of  Trade Unjons
(the Lendsorganisation or LO) are callcd ',workers," rvhile all othcrs
are hbcllcd "middlc class. 'The rerm 'middle 

class" is nor uscd hcre
in a the<- , rer ica l  scnsc;  i t  is  instcad a c . r rcgor t .  jn  rvhrch qui te  d i f ferent
occupations havc been includcd. rrnging trom emplo;,.-rs and higher
civil scnants, doctors .rnd architects to hospital personncl and tcac_
hers.  e tc . l3  )

Seventy-four per ccnr oi all thc Finns in Stockholm were workers.
rvjth onlr' :r few pcr cent nrore among thc Irinnish speakers than among
the Swedish speirkcrs. Thirty-tvo per ccnr of the Swedisb speakin!
Finns ucre classitlcd as "middle class," u,hile rhe ficure for l,innishl
speaking persons \ \ 'as 23 per  cent .  Ihere:s  a c lass J i f lerencc,  but  i t
is small. Most surprisingly, perhaps, rvc find a rehtivelv high proportion
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of Finnish speakers in Stockholm in occupations that often require
a hrgh language proficiencl'. Compared wirh the findings in Soder-
tdlje, there are rbout twice rs manv "middle class" Finnrsh speaking
Finns in  Stockholm. 14 )

I  aDle  J .  ( - lass  tJ lv ls lOn

Number/
o /o  u f

Mother language

tongue grouP

' 'Middle 
class" Workers

Number/ o/o of

Total

Number/ o/" of
o/o of class

language
grouP

o/o of

c lass classo/o of

l*nguage

group

Swedish 90

+0.990

F inn i sh  130

59.1'/o

244 100.070

33 .3vo

570 100.070

66 .  r '%

3 | .7"/.

22.89i,

1 9 4

30.6o,iJ

+40
69.+o/o

68 .30

7 7 .20/o

Combined 220 25.8Yo

100.0"n

634 i  4.2"/o

100.00/o

854 100.00/.

100.09o

N = 854. Data are missing for 87 persons with no occupation or fai l ing to give infor

mation about occupation. The same applies also to table 4-11.

Tablc J mlv also be read in anothcr rva). While Sn'e dish is the
mother  tongue of  one- th i rd of  the tota l  sample,  th is  is  r rue of  31 per
cent of the workers and 41 per cent of the members of the "middle
class." We obtrin a table with four boxes through this cross-tabulation
of social class and mother tongue. This is the table that w,e shall use
in the following prescntation of some of the Stockholm findings.
The classical issue of the role of class, on thc one hand, and lang.rage
and ethnic group, on the other, may thus be said to be the gcneral
the me of our discussion.

Intention to stay in Sneden and to become naturalized

We have found a higher propcnsiw to stev in Sweden 4mong Swcdish-
speaking Iiinns. According tr.r our inten'iews, thcy had also arrived
at an earlier date and consequentlv lived a Ionger time in Sweden
(table 4).

\
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Table 4. Ycar of arr ival in Swcden
Swedish-speaking

Persons
Number

1 3 8

8 3
8 3

Finnish-speaking

Persons
Number Per cent

157  25vo

160 25"/o

317 5 09;

Year of arr ival

Before 1960

1960-r966

1967 197 5

I 'er cent

+5./.
28%

27"/.

Combined 301 100% 63+ 100%

Half of the Srvedish-spcaking persons had livcd more than 15 years
in thc country. The same proportion of the lrinnish speakcrs had
spent less than 8 years in Swedcn. The difference is significant.
During thc vcais 1968-1970, when emigration from Finland reached
its peak, 27 per cent of the Finnish-speaking immigrants arrived but
only 16 per cent of their Swedish-speaking compatriots.

Table 5. Proport ion of

Mothcr tongue

Swedish

F inn i sh

Combined

"Middle class"
5 4o/o
7 2yo

65vo

Workers
5 sva
63vo
6O'/o

Workers
7 6'/o
61' /o

66v.

Total

56v.
65vo
62yo

Total

7 5vo

630/.

670/.

Therc are lnanv morc womcn than men among the Finns in Sweden,
owing to a high immigration rate among young women, many marrirgcs
with Srvedish mcn, and a highcr malc rate of rcturn migration.
According to table 5, two thirds (.or 65%) c.rl the Finnish speaking
Finns in Stockholm werc \\,omen. The ovcr representation of women
\r'as even morc marked emong thc Finnish-speaking middle class (727o).

Llnfortunately, we cannot discuss here whether this is a rcsult of age
structure, marriage pattcrn or level of etlucation. although thcsc iuc
quest ions of  considerablc  in terest .

Table 6- lntcntron to stay

Mother tonguc "Middle class"

Swcdish 7 3Yo
l. innish 70%

Combined 71o/a



The inreniewees were asked rvherhcr they intcnded to rerurn "within
one vear!" "r,r,ithin one to five years," or "some day," or if thcy
intended to remain permanently in Sweden. Only about one per cent
ansrvered "within I'car," and about five said within sns to five years,"
whilc one out of four gave rhe vague and noncommitting answer
"some da1' . "  Qui te a h igh propor t ion said that  they in tendcd to s tay
on in Sweden. In other words. the Finns in Stockholm werc a popula-
tion of whom two-thirds had settled permanentl)', and this was true
irrespcctive of social class or mother tongue, except that Swcdish
speakers werc slighdv more inclined to stai than Finnish speakcrs.

Tab le  7 .  P ropu r t ro r i  e , i  Sned r rh  c rhzsns

Mother tonSue

Swedish
Finnish

Combincd

"Middle class"
400/o

180/6

27o/o

Workers
z90k
1 5 %
19%

Toral

32'k

15lo

2lo/o

Thc somewhat greater permanence of settlement among the Swedish-
speaking Finns becomes even more cvident from the percentage,
resorded in table 7,that had acquired Swedish citizenship. Of the
Finns l iv ing in  Stockholm tn 1975,21 per  ccnt  had Swedish passpor ts .
Since then, the number of naturllizations has gone up, and the pr,r-
portion has probably increased considerablv. ln I975, however, there
were trvice as many naturalized Swedes among Swedish-speaking
persons than among Finnish speakers. At the same tirne, there was
also a clear difference between social classes. Fewer r"vorkers had
changed cirizenship, and the highest proportion of naturalized immi-
grants was found among the Swedish-speaking midd)e class (4095),
the lowest emong thc Finnish-spcaking workers (157o).

The Finns' evaluation of itheir emigration to Stockhohn

Finns hrve movcd to Stockholm mainly for cconomic rea.sons. As we
have scen, this migration took place many vears ago. We askcd those
intervierved to evaluatc their emigration, comparing their life in Stock-
holm with their previous life in Finland.

The question rlas: "Compared lvith your li ie
your  oppor tuni t ies here to carn much money,

ln
to

.F inland, what are
find good housing,

L-_
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to fecl good at work, to find satisfaction in general, to do something
activelv to improve your lot, to speak out freelv, and to gain respect
from other people?" Three alternativc responses wcre offered for
each one of the items, t,ife could be "worse." "the same" or "better."
In table 8, the proportion that answered "better" is recorded, be-
ginning from thc tDp lvirh itcrr:s having the highest percentage of
post ve answers.

Table 8. Emigration evxluation

"Life is better in Sweden

with respect to.-."

lncome

Housing

Work satisfac!ion

General setisfact ion

Poli t ical parr icipation

Freedom of expression

Leisure t ime

Respect fronr others

An overrvhelming :rajoritv responded that they have obtained
higher incomc and better housing. Betlveen 30 and 40 per cent are
more satisficd with their work in Stockholm, and also express greater
satisfaction in general. ,{lthough this is not shorvn in table 8, wc should
also mention that less than 10 per cent say rhat thc), are worse off
in Sw,eden than in Finland, in reply to these first four questions.

Srvcdish-speaking Irinns fcel that *ith respect to their opportuni-
ty to take prrt in politics, lifc is bettcr in Swedcn, while the opp,rsrte is
true for thc Finnish speaking persons. Herc we do not know to what
extent languagc plays l role .rs regards their political participation.
But in ansu'er to thc question about frecdonr of exprcssion, Swedish-
and Finnish-speaking persons reply alrnost in the samc way. Bctveen
25 and 28 per  cent  fcc l . that  the s i tuat ion is  bet ter  for  thcm in Srveden,
thrcc per ccnt of the Swedish speakcrs and ninc per ccnt of thc I innish
spcakers say that it is u'orse. rvhilc according to thc large najority
thcrc are no rliffcrences. Possibll ', languagc proficicncl plays a minor
ro l t  r r i th  rcs l iec l  ru  rhe lcgr l  J i f fcrcnccs in  quest ion.

Finally, thc last nvo questions in table 8 deal with leisurc trme
and u i th  the respect  shown bv other  peoplc .  In  response,  about  25
per cent an(l 14 pcl cent, respectivel), found that life in Swcdcn
rvas better, and about thc same perccntage gave the opposite answer,
that life in Srvedcn \lias worse. Emigration to Srvcden had meant
neirhcr improvcment nor dctcrioratir-rn for thc large majority.

Swedish-speaking

emigrants
83v6

63"/i'

+2yo

38v.
30%
24Vo
27 vo
l4qo

Finnish-speaking

emigrants

82Vo

7 avo

35%

3ovo
16%
28vo
2svo
1496



Attitudes to Finnish language and Finnish culture

, { t  the beginning of  thc 1980s.  I " inns in  Srveden have become more
conscious of the value of the Finnish language and culture. When
our inten'iervs rvere made, thc so-called "ethnic revival" was not )'et a
strong movement in Srveden. It is interesting to note that, ncvcrtheless,
both Srvedish-  and Finnish-spcaking Finns in  StockhoLr  took a re l l -
tivel;,.511q,nt positir,c attitudc to Finnish culture.

Table 9. Proport ion with a posit ive att i tudc to rhe study oI Finnish in Srvcdish

sch,.ro Is

I,"!:r,""q.
Swedish
Finnish

"MiddLe class" Total

6 tyo
7 6016

6a%
820k

66Vo

8 l7o

70./o 7 ao/a 7 6'Yo

Thosc interviewed r.r'ere askcd rr,hetfer thev agrecd or disagreed ,,vith
the fo i )or i ing s tatcn lent :  "F innish chi ldrcn should s tudl  rhe Finnish
language at school. cven if this cakes rimc awa\. from .-lther subjects."
All thosc who agreed fully and rhose who agreed on the wholc are
recordcd in table 9, lvhich shows that as carly as 1975 bet$een rw,o-
th i rds and rhree four ths of  thc l . inns in  Stockholm ui rnted l i inn ish
chi l t l ren to 's tudl '  F innish in  school .  The propor t ion is ,  c , f  course,
somewhat highcr among the Finnish-speaking rcspondents, but it is
high also among the S."vedish spcakcrs, who evidently ofren have a
svmp)tbct ic  v icw of  rc t ive b i l inguahsm. No nra jor  d i iTcrcncc cr isrs
betrvccn thc social classcs, but the rlorkers shorved a slightl; more
positive rttitutle. The highest percentage in tablc 9 is found in the box
rcpresen ting Finnish-speaking u orkers.

We shal l  conclur le  by compar ing rhe rcsponscs to thc fo) l r t * ing
staternent :  "For  F inns,  i t  is  morc i rnpor tant  to  or( .senc rhei r  o ' ,vn
cul ture than to a,1apt  to  rhc Slvcdish cul tur , : . "  A ls , ,  th is  r ime,  onl l
thosc who agreed arr ' recorded in  the rable ( tab le l0) .

Combined

Table 10. Proporrion with a posrr ir 'c att i tude r() prcservel ion of I , innisn curturc

l,[other tonzue

Swedish
Finnish

"Middle class" Workcrs Toral

3 gVo

5 2vo
+59b
54v.
51./.

+oo/o
5 3v.

Combine,l 46Vo 50./.

6 5



This s tatement  \1es n lore complex than the prev ious one.  F i rs t  o f
all, it ma1'bc hard to knor,v what is nrcant bv Finnish lntl Srvedish culturc.
About half of the inrcn'ielees geve their support tu the fostering of
Finnish culture in Srvcden. Just as in the ansu'crs to the school
question, a higher proportion ot positive rnswcrs crmc frc.,m tl.te
Finnish-speirking Finns ancl a somewhat higher proportion from the
u'orkers.

Mention should also bc made of anothcr question rciati\,e to the
at t i tudcs of  Su 'edes.  Wc asked thosc in tcn ' ierved whether  thcv rvere
in agreemcnt with it statemcnt rhat "S\r'edes consiLler themselves tcr
bc better than Finns living in Sweden." lVe expcctcd to fintl a much
hi ther  propcrr t ion of  F innish speaking Finns to be in  agreement
much h igher  proporr idn of  F innish-speaking Finns to be in  agreenent
r.l ' ith this, as thev Dight be nore exposed to ncgative attitudes in
Srveden. But, as is sccn rn table 11, there was no major difference
bchvecn the two grorLps. r\bout trvo-thirds of the membcrs oi both
hnguage groups said that Srvedes llcrc cock\'.

Table 11. Proporaion in agreement wrth thc staternent that Swedes consider them-

sclves better th:rn Finns

Motier tongue "11!d4!eer4'
6+o
67vo

Workers Total

Swedish

Finnish

67vo
70%

66%

700/o

Comb ined 66uo 69.^ 68%

remarks

Comparing Swedish-spcaking and Finnish-spe aking immigrants, rve

have obtained a numbcr of morc or less expected rcsults lhe inter-
vier.r's werc done in Stockholm in 1975, however, ir period rlhen

Swedish immigration policy was c'xplicitly given a partly new dircction,
one acceptcd by all parties, pointing to\4'ards a multicultural Srveden

The data presented hcrc arc not however, soleJl' of historical interest.
Thcv give us some preliminary' knorvledgc :rbout a Finnish popularion
re)atively pcrmanentlv settled in Stockhohr, of which one-thirJ sPokc

Srvcdish as their mother tongue and two-thirds, Finnish.
Many rablcs have indicated that Swedish-speaking Finns have

enjoled some , although not ven' Iarge. advantagcs compared rvith

the F in nish-sp eaking I;inns. In some resPects, class differences have

bcen larger than languagc-group differences. We must bear in mind,
horvcvcr, thrt we have not applied controls for several other rclevant



variebles in our analysis here. '1hc Su edish-speaking Irinns had lived
many ororc ycars in  Srvcdcn than the Finnish-spcaking imnr igrants.
There wrs t higher over reprcscntation of tt.omen in thc latter group.

Some oi our rcsuits ma1' depend also on thcse and othcr factnrs that
have not been discussed here. We shali bave to apply' controls of this
kind, and also makc conrplrisons rvith thc rcsults of inteniervs done
rvith nrrive Swedcs. But thcre is one simplc conclusion to bc .lr.trvn
imnre, l : r tc i1 , :  ln  the study o l  l r inn ish inrmigrants in  Sweden.  l  c lcar
tlistinctjon must be madc bcnveen thc two languagc groups, the
Swedish and thc I  inn ish.

NOTES

1. ln Finland as well  as in Srvcdcn, thc Ss edish-speakinS f inns arc cel lcd

"F inland-Sr.r 'edes." The Finnish spcaking Finns l iving in Sweden caLl them-

selvcs "Sweden -I:  in ns. " Thesc tcrn)s cann()t be rendcre,l  slnoothlt  into

Eng)ish, so thev rrc not useri herc.

2. See, for exampic, "R6str?insprojektct,  en slutrapport '  ("Thc Vt;t ing Righl

Project, a f  inal Report") from the Swedish Immigration Board, l9i lo

3. Lenguege regiscr.rt ion has heco discussed by !he S\aedish Conrnrission
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SoU 1984:58 ( lmmigration and Minorttv Pol icy)- Thc Srvedish Commission
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