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SCANDINAVIAN IMMI-
GRATION, ASSIMILA-
TION AND SETTLE-
MENT PATTERNS IN
CANADA: LARGE
LANDSCAPE LIMITED
IMPACT?

Ole Jonassen, Danish-born artist who emi-
grated to Kingston, Ontario in 1949, remark-
ed that ""to be borne a Dane is really nothing
to brag about; it can happen to the best of
families over there . . . Yet, to be an up-
rooted Dane, aspiring to top rank Canadian-
hood, is another slice of cheddar.’” Substitute
Finn, Swede, Norwegian for Dane, and his
observation is appropriate enough. For the
almost 450,000 people of Scandinavian
descent who now make Canada their home,
their arrival, location, and history of accom-
modation, has had its own distinctive
character. Yet, | would argue that from the
host society’s perspective, their presence has
had a remarkably subdued impact. | would
further venture that the vast dimensions of
this country have worked to ditute their
actual numbers, to muffle their voices, and
to selectively absorb or modify their cultural
heritages. From the Scandinavians’ point of
view, however, their experiences might
generally be seen to be fargely positive: they
have enjoyed a large measure of material
success, suffered relatively little overt discri-
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mination, retained their fundamental value
systems, and carved out their own niche in
the Canadian mosaic. What follows then, in
this paper, are a number of observations
which illustrate both my interpretation and
the Scandinavians’ own estimate of their
experience.

If one looks first to the settlement
patterns, the most obvious findings are that
Scandinavians have tended to be western
Canadian oriented. The number who settled
in Quebec and the Atlantic provinces have
been disproportionately small, despite the
fact that Halifax was a major port of entry
and despite the great distances needed to
reach prairie and the Pacific coast locations.
Secondly, one will note the second-stage
immigration pattern from American states,
notably the Dakotas and Minnesota. And,
finally, one would be struck by the sizeable
number of distinctively Danish, Norwegian,
Finnish, and Swedish settlements, that one
might label "‘ethnic outposts’’ in a country
whose geographic features and natural re-
sources were not always hospitable to immi-
grants. 1 am referring here to such widely
scattered communities as New Denmark
(New Brunswick), Pass Lake (Ontario), New



Stockholm and New Finland (Saskatchewan),
Dalum (Alberta), Sointula and Bella Coola
(British Columbia), of which more later.
Two further observations on the settlement
patterns must be noted, namely, the more
pronounced preference of Finnish immi-
grants for central Canada (e.g., Sudbury,
Thunder Bay) when compared to the other
Scandinavians, and the stronger preference
of Swedes and Norwegians for urban loca-
tions, particularly with respect to original
immigrants moving further west.

Settlement patterns were of course
determined by the timing and by overall
fluctuation in the immigration rate and here
it is appropriate to recall the most salient
characteristics of the inward flow of Scan-
dinavians to Canada. In the 20th century,
the decade of the 1920’s witnessed the
greatest influx of Scandinavians: just over
20,000 each from Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, and almost 30,000 from Finland.
In stark contrast, the 1930's saw only a hand-
ful, except for the surprising number of
Danes - 1300, who arrived in 1937. The post-
World War Il picture brought about another
dramatic shift, with Danish and Finnish
immigrants coming in sizeable numbers
while Norwegian and Swedish emigration
declined very substantially. In the 1950’s,
for example, the number of Danes and Finns
coming to Canada was two to three times
the total of Norwegians and Swedes (27,752
Danes, 16,048 Finns, 8091 Norwegians, and
6131 Swedes). For the most part, post-
war immigrant’s settled primarily in urban
regions, as illustrated by the fact that many
Danes settled in Calgary, Edmonton, Van-
couver, and Toronto, whereas in the 1920's
they went atmost directly to rural regions.
The character of recent immigration also
reflects a greater percentage of technicalty
skilled and higher educated professionals,
in short, immigrants who are more mobile
and deliberate in selecting their destination
in Canada.

Any attempt to generalize about the
assimilation process of Scandinavians in
Canada must first take into account a com-
plex set of factors and variables. The conven-
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tional wisdom on Scandinavians is, that
except for early radical tendencies among
some of the Finns, they quickly became
more or less invisible members of society. In
this view, their absorption by the host
society was held to be essentially without
conflict or trauma: since they espoused
similar democratic values, came from sup-
posedly superior Nordic/Teutonic stock, and
were eager to learn the language of this new
homeland, assimilation was quick and pain-
less. Such an interpretation, needless to say,
has been modified in recent years. If one
looks at documents and records from with-
in the Scandinavian ethnic communities
themselves, it would appear that assimilation
was not always straightforward, nor was
adoption of host society norms entirely
automatic or without specidic reservations.

One can look, as a case in point, at some
of the "ethnic outposts’’ or enclaves to
illustrate the foregoing. Many settlements,
notably Bella Coola, Dalum, New Denmark,
Sointula or New Stockhotm were character-
ized by utoptan or religiousty-inspired mo-
tives in their founding. Some of these took
on self-consciously Norwegian, Danish,
Finnish or Swedish cultural forms. For
example, well over a century since the New
Denmark colony was established, the Lu-
theran church there continues to be reflec-
tive of Danish social conscience that places a
premium on civility, communitarian values,
and respect and care for the aged. In Dalum,
while the folk school is no tonger active,
Grundtvig’s idealism survives in the impor-
tance attached to life-long education. The
Norwegian character of Bella Coola has been
greatly modified since its turn-of-the-century
misstonary zeal was nurtured by isolation,
but some of early pioneering attitudes to-
ward the wilderness, hard work, and conser-
vation persist. The history of Sointula‘s ili-
fated utopian experiment has often been
told, sometimes to the exclusion, however,
of the permanent legacy represented in the
Finnish-language library stitl to be found in
that Malco!m Island settlement.

What has often been overlooked in the
discussion of Scandinavian adaptation to



Canadian society, is the significance of their
own press. It is true that the Scandinavian
ethnic newspapers are dying, Norrgna (Nor-
wegian), Modersmaalet (Danish), and Nya
Svenska Posten (Swedish) being only pale
copies of their robust predecessors. Given
the widely dispersed settlement pattern of
Scandinavians, the wonder is that any ethnic
publications survived at all. But founding a
newspaper often had the highest priority;
Aika in Sointula, Sandfluen in the short-
lived Danish settlement on Cape Scott,
and Canada Skandinaven, first published in
Vancouver in 1311, were all deemed essential
to the first settlers and the subsequent history
of these groups reveals that the ethnic press
performed a crucial function in the evolving
pattern of Scandinavian participation in
Canadian society. The press was not only the
principal educational agency for these people
but also served as the institutional link, the
forum for reiterating the cultural values of
the homeland. To detail the extent to which
the ethnic press dealt with the leading social,
economic, and political issues of the time
would go beyond the scope of this presenta-
tion, however, one example can be cited.
Canada Skandinaven, in its resolute defence
of the literary, cultural, and linquistic tra-
ditions of the Old Country, made a strong
plea for Scandinavians to retain their own
values, to draw upon their own considerable
resources, and to resist the kinds of host
nation pressures toward Anglo-conformity.
By calling attention to their own rich tradi-
tions and through opening the paper to a
variety of viewpoints, the ethnic press gave
Scandinavians a heightened sense of place
and worth in a new land that was to modify
assimilation in subtle ways.

Although it is not possible to document
with precision how the assimilative process
took place, different kinds of evidence point
to less than a straightforward progression.
For example, in the distinctively Norwegian
communities surrouding Camrose (Alberta)
and Qutiook (Saskatchewan}, church schools
and colleges retained the Lutheran philoso-
phy so that even in the 1980's Camrose
Lutheran College (stmilar to numerious

counterparts in the U.S.) represents a
persistence of non-mainstream values. |f one
looks to something entirely different -- Scan-
dinavians and the sport of skiing -- one finds
additional evidence that for many immigrants
skiing became an institution to mediate the
passage from outsider to full participant in
society. For many Scandinavians, to cite an
example, Falun, Lahti, and Holmenkollen
were symbolic of the highest athletic tradi-
tions, and their own skiing experiences were
always viewed in the light of those competi-
tions. It was a kind of social activity which
gave them a certain freedom and opportunity
within an ethnic group who shared the same
values. The fact that Finns, Swedes, and
Norwegians came a half-century too soon to
capitalize on the sport of skiing in Canada,
simply underlines the point that they
viewed the sport from a different perspec-
tive and their impact on the rest of the
country was thereby lessened.

To look now to the present decade, what
can one conclude about the Scandinavian
presence in Canada? Is it the case that they
have blended so smoothiy into the host soci-
ety that they are no longer discernible?
Have they lost whatever peculiar or unique
characteristics they brought to Canada, in
other words, has the cultural baggage been
mislaid in transit? Some years ago, an exten-
sive survey of the so-called non-official
languages was conducted in Canada and the
conclusion seemed to suggest that Scan-
dinavians had been the least successful in
retaining the ancestral languages. Social
scientists were understandably cautious in
interpreting the results but some were of the
view that language issue was not that critical
to cultural identity. Be that as it may, |
would suggest that the existence ’‘symbolic
ethnicity’”” among Scandinavians is of such
importance that it is premature to speak of
wholesale assimilation or to dismiss entirely
their impact on Canadian society. On one
level, the strength of ethnic organizations,
societies, and associations has never been as
pronounced even if it is hard to document,
for example, what it is that is idelibly Nor-
wegian about the Sons of Norway fraternal

11



organization, the Stordahl Health/Sports
Society, or similar associations inspired at
one point by Old Country institutions. On
guite another level, one finds a tremendous
number of Scandinavian enterprises -- the
Bethany Care Centre {Calgary} Nordmanns-
Forbundet, Dania and Normanna Rest
Homes (Burnaby), The Danish Canadian
Club (Edmonton), Association for the Ad-
vancement of Scandinavian Studies -to
suggest that Scandinavians have perhaps
worked out other ways to make their pres-
ence felt across this nation. In the old days,
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Pertti Rannikko

KAUPUNKITUTKIMUKSEN HAASTEITA SOSIO-

LOGIALLE

1970- ja 1980-lukujen vaihteessa iloitsivat
suomalaiset sosiologit siita, ettd olivat jal-
leen loytaneet suomalaisen yhteiskunnan.
1960-luvulla sosiologit olivat keskeisesti esil-
ja yhteiskunnallisessa keskustelussa, mutta
1970-luvulla he keskittyivat enemman poh-
timaan omaa tiedettaan, joka oli ajautunut
kriisiin. 1970-luvun loppuvuosina oli sosio-
logian tila jo selkiintymassa ja suomataisen
yhteiskunnan tutkiminen elpyi. Ensimmaisi-
na uudenlaista sosiologista tutkimusta tuot-
tivat elamantapatutkijat, jotka asettivat tehta-
vakseen selvittdd "‘miten ihmiset todella
elavat”’. Tama otteeltaan 60-luvun survey-
sosiologiasta sebvasti eronnut tutkimussoun-
taus onnistui jasentamaan huomattavasti
tuoreemmin ja herkemmin ihmisten elamaa
kuin aikaisempi elinolosuhdetutkimus. Ela-
mantapatutkimuksen perusslangi levisi nope-
asti julkisuuteen, papitkin paheksuivat jfa
moralisoivat saarnoissaan nykyelaman pri-
vatisoitumista. Pappien ja naistenlehtien toi-
mittajien jalkeen myds yhdyskuntasuunnit-
telijat kiinnostuivat elamantapasosiologiasta,
jota voidaankin pitaa sosiologian keskeisim-
pana antina 1980-luvun kaupunkitutkimuk-
selle, vaikkei elamantapatutkimus luonteel-
taan olekaan ollut varsinaista kaupunkiso-
siologiaa vaan pikemminkin perhesosiologiaa

Kaupunkikehityksen determinanttien tutki-
miseen

Vaikka elamantapatutkimuksen tapaiseen
tutkimusotteeseen kohdistuu edelleenkin yh-
dyskuntasuunnittelijoiden taholta toiveita ja

Ympéristomimsterion  jarjestamassa  ‘'SUOMA-
LAISTEN KAUPUNKIEN MUUTOS" -tutkijase-

minaarissa Espoossa 30, 31.10.1984 pidetty alus-

Tus

odotuksia, ei sosiologien mielestani pitaisi
lahtea suinpain vastaamaan naihin haastei-
siin. Ihmisten "todellisen’’ elaman penkomi-
sessa ei ole enaa tehtavissa lapimurtoja. Kun
sosiologit innostuivat tirkistelemaan kansan
elamaa, jai talouden, vallan ja paatoksentean
tutkiminen kesannolle. Talla hetkella ei ole
tarkeinta selvittdaa sen tyyppisia asioita kuin
miten ihmisten arkipaiva tai ongelmat eroa-
vat erityyppisissa kaupunginosissa. Mielen-
kiintoisempaa olisi selvittaa, mitk3 paatdkset
ja ratkaisut ovat vaikuttaneet siihen, etta eri
kaupunginosat ovat erilaisia. Toisin sanoen
pitaisi tutkia myos muita yhteiskunnan
subjekteja kuin perhetta ja ihmista. Kau-
punginosat ja lahiot sen enempaa kuin ky-
latkaan eivat ole yhteiskunnan todellisia
subjekteja, ne eivat tee ratkaisuja ja valintoja.
Kunnan elimet, suunnittelijat, pankit, raken-
nusyhtiot, puolueet ja muut vastaavat orga-
saatiot tekevat valintoja ja ratkaisuja, ne ovat
todellisia subjekteja. Rotosherroja jahtaavat
toimittajatkin ovat tassd suhteessa raapais-
seet suomalaista kaupunkikehitysta syvem-
maita kuin sosiologit.

Kaupunkikehityksen determinanttien pa-
rempi tunteminen antaa myos paremmat
valmiudet kaupunkien tulevaisuuden tutki-
miselle, ainakin sen pitaisi 1uoda enemman
yhteiskunnallisia valityksia nykyiseen tekno-
logisen determinismin virittdmaan tulevai-
suuden pohdiskeluun.

Monipuolisempiin aineistoihin

Vaatimus siirtya kansan tutkimisesta kau-
punkikehityksen todellisten determinanttien
tutkimiseen edellyttaa myos metodista uudel-
leen painotusta. Sellaisia kaupunkikehityk-
sen subjekteja kuin kuntaa, rakennusyhtioi-
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13, pankkeja ja cuunnitteluorganisaatioita ei
voida tutkia sen paremmin kyselylomakkeita
lahettamalla kuin pehmeilta, empaattisilla
nauhurihaastatteluillakaan. Eri organisaatioi-
den toiminnasta on kerattava hyvin sekalai-
sia ja epdyhtenaisid aineistoja. Yhden ison
aineiston pyorittelyn sijasta tarvitaan mo-
nien, pienempien aineistojen ja tietojen
yhdistelya.

Kasitteiden tarve

Vaikka Suomessa ei varsinaisia kaupunki-
sosiologeja kovin monta olekaan, niin eri-
laiset suunnittelu- ja tutkimuselimet ovat
taynna sosiologisen koulutuksen saanutta
vaked, joka vuosittain suoltaa tekstia varas-
tohyliyihin metreittain. Mutta 1lman yksit-
taisia havaintoja yhdistivas, jasentdvaaz ja
kasitteellistavda teoreettisempaa otetta nama
selvitykset ovat yleensa pelkkaa kertakaytto-
kamaa. Kaupunkisosiologinen perustutkimus
puuttuu. Kun empiirisia havaintoja jasenta-

via peruskasitteita suomalaisesta nykykau-

pungista ei ole kehitetty, ei eri tutkimusten
valille loydy yhdyssidettd eika tutkijoiden
valitle keskustelua. Hyvin samanlaisia kau-
punkirakenteen eriytymisilmioitd saatetaan
tutkia Helsingin, Tampereen ja Turun seu-
dutlla, mutta petkilla kayriilla, kartoilla ja
faktoreilla ei tutkimusten valille loydy dia-
logia eika tieto paase kovin tehokkaasti ka-
sautumaan. Kovin paljon apua ei tassa ti-
lanteessa ole formaalisista malleista tai
yhhistoriallisista, abstrakteista teorioista. Tar-
vittaisiin entyisesti suomalaisten kaupunkien
nykyisia kehitystendensseja kuvaavia ja selit-
tavia kasitteita.

Pikkukaupunkien erityisluonne

Eras kaupunkitutkimuksessa pahasti laimin-
lyoty alue on pienten ja keskisuurten kau-
punkien erityistuonne. Suurimpia kaupunke-
famme koskevien tutkimusten perusteella ey
vo) tehda kovin luotettavia yleistyksia pre-
nempien kaupunkien olosuhteista. Etenkin
paakaupunkiseutua koskevalla tutkimuksetla
el ole mitaan yleisempaa merkitysta, koska
alue on nnn poikkeuksellinen Suomessa.
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Kuitenkin padkaupunkiseutua koskevat tut-
kimukset ja tiedot hallitsevat hyvin yksipuo-
lisesti kaupunkikehityksesta ja -elamasta
kaytavaa keskustelua,

Tutkimuksellisesti tdysin unohdettu taaja-
matyyppi ovat maalaiskuntien kuntakeskuk-
set tai kirkonkylat kuten kansa niitd nimit-
taa. Kehitysalueiden kuntakeskuksista on
huomaamatta kehittymassd uusi pikkukau-
punkien ryhma, kun jéljelle jaanyt vaki on
siirtynyt syrjakylilta kunnan keskustaaja-
maan. Esimerkiksi sellaisenkin eramaapita-
jan kuin Homantsin kirkonkyla yltanee viela
taman vuosikymmenen lopussa kaupunki-
keskuksen palveluvarustukseen. Maalaiskun-
tien kuntakeskukset ovat paisuneet erityi-
sesti 1970-luvun aikana ja ovatkin se yhdys-
kuntatyyppi, joka Suomessa on viimeisen
kymmenen vuoden aikana eniten muuttu-
nut, niin ulkoisesti kuin sosiaalisestikin.
Keskella laajoja, eramaistuvia maaseutualuei-
ta sijaitsevien muutaman tuhannen asukkaan
"pikkukaupunkien” luonne ja suhde ympa-
risto0nsa on aivan erityinen, mutta tutkijoil-
le melko tuntematon maailma.

Aluekehityksen tutkimusta ei saa laiminly6-
da

Kun maaseudulta kaupunkeihin ja kehitys-
aluetlta Eteld-Suomeen suuntautuneet muut-
tovirrat ovat ehtyneet, on muuttoliiketut-
kimuskin entista enemman painottumassa
kaupunkialueiden sisaisten muuttojen ja
asunnonvaihtojen tutkimiseen. Taman tapai-
nen uudelleen suumautuminen onkin perus-
teltua, silla kunnan sisaisen muuttoliikkeen
tutkimus oli suuren muuton aikana unoh-
duksissa. Tassa aluekehityksen uudessa vai-
heessa ei pitaisi kuitenkaan laimintyoda
myoskaan kaupungin ja maaseudun valisen
suhteen tutkimusta ja sen pohtimista, mika
merkitys laajemmalla aluekehitykselld on
kaupunkien kehitykseen.

Nykyisen kaukomuuton tasoittumisval-
heen er tarvitse o!la mikaan rkuinen ilmio.
Useat tekijat ovat jalleen kasvattamassa
muuttopaineita syriakyla-Suomessa. Jutkisen
sektorin tyopaikkojen voimakas lisaantymi-
nen kehitysalueilla on hidastumassa, viime:-



seen tutopoliittiseen kokonaisratkaisuun fiit-
tyvat lait edistavat tyovoiman alueellista
litkkuvuutta, alueelliset tyottomyyserot ovat
suuret jne. Mitaan suuren muuton mittaista
muuttoaaltoa ei kuitenkaan enaa ole tulossa,
silla nuorisoikaluokat ovat rajusti supistu-
neet.

Muuttopaineen mahdollisen purkautumi-
sen merkitys olisikin huomattavasti ratkai-

sevampi kehitysalueen maaseudulla kuin
muuttolitkkeen tuloalueilta, silla se supis-
taisi kohtalokkaasti useiden syrjakylien pie-
nentyneita nuorisoikdluokkia ja tuhoaisi
asutuksen jatkumisen edellytyksia. Kuiten-
kin muuttopaineen purkautuminen sotkee
myos paakaupunkiseutua koskevia suunni-
telmia ja ennusteita, mikali koko maan
aluekehityksen seuraaminen unohtuu.
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