Plump Director of Souls
— or just Bolstering up the

Class Society?

Mika Rantanen

(-Piruako nyt enaa papeilla
tehdaén, kun lentokoneillakin
taivaaseen padsee — sano
Mékitaipale kirkollisveron
karhulle.)

- What the devil do we need
pastors for now that there are
planes to take you to heaven —
said Mékitaipale to the collector
of church taxes.

The parson’s image in
caricatures before and after
the Finnish Civil War of
1916-21

This saying, which appeared in
1916 in the socialist comic paper
Kurikka, is an apt description of
how the status of a pastor had
crumbled among the common peo-
ple. The labour movement’s pro-
grammerelating to religion policy
had been recorded already in 1903
in the party conference of Forssa,
in accordance with the German
model. The programme demanded
e.g. that religion be declared a pri-
vate matter, that the Church be
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separated from the state and that
religious tuition be removed from
the school curriculum.

The party organizations were
also spreading booklets against
religion and the Church, some of
which were foreign tranglations.
The socialist image of the pastor
parodied the clergymen’ shypocri-
sy as well as human weaknesses.
Asthe Civil War was getting clos-
er, the socialists increasingly por-
trayed the pastor with the hateful
characteristics of an exploiter,
hence bolstering up the class soci-
ety. The pastor was even depicted
as chumming up with the devil
himsdlf.

In the conservative camp the
anticlerical attitudesof theliberals
and the Swedes did not reflect on
the right-wing pastor image to any
greater extent. Theexternal charac-
teristics of the pastor drawn by the
conservatives resembled closely
to those of the sociaists, even
where it concerned the very situa
tionsinthe caricaturesand thedia-
logue between the pastor and the
common people. A frequently ap-
pearing figure in the caricaturesis
an obese pastor who mests the
common people in the main street
or who the people pay avisit. The
difference is, however, that the
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wittiness, which the sociaists as-
sociatewiththecommon people, is
interpreted as rudeness of man-
ners or even as plain stupidity
among the conservatives. Conse-
quently, the parody arose mainly
from the different lifestyles and
value systems between the pastor
and the common people. A similar
aspect also appeared in the Swed-
ish caricatures, although there the
plump pastor with a huge belly
was replaced by a lean scholarly
character with a pointed beard.

The pastor in
the turmoils of war

During the Finnish Civil War
around 250 parishes were left on
the red side. The operation of
Turku and Porvoo cathedral chap-
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A sullen and markedly obese
pastor, typical view of the social-
ists, preaching to the red prison-
ers. — Murikka, autumn issue,
19109.

The sinful Director of Souls se-
cretly looks at pictures of naked
women. — Kurikka nro 4/1917.

ters was at a standstill practically
for theentire period of war. Never-
theless, more than half of Finnish
parishes remained with the
Whites. The socialist hatred to-
ward clergymen was increased by
the fact that pastors participated in
thewar, taking up armsalong with
the Whites. On the other hand,
only ahandful of the 1000 pastors
within the Church can be proved
to haveriseninarms. Instead, the
pastors gave the Whites their sup-
port by helping to establish civil
guards and by assisting in their
activities. In the regions under the
red occupation the pastors prima-

Parson (to Vessuliini, who habitu-
ally comes to complain about his
unfaithful wife):

"Well, | imagine your wife too has
learnt to appreciate the holy union
of matrimony more now that the
Russian forces aren't in the coun-
try?”

Vessuliini: “I reckon my old lady
has always been more inclined
towards that union of nations.”

— Murikka, autumn issue, 1919.

rily refused cooperation with the
Reds and did not eg. read their
public notices. With respect to the
caricatures during the war, the
pastor was not directly associated
with theactual war eventsin either
of the camps. The socialists hated
the conservatives as a whole but,
despite the shared ideology, the
pastor was not supported by the
bourgeoisie, either.

Socialists out of ban
to beset the pastor

During 1919 the pauseinthe publi-
cation of the socialists' comic pa
pers, caused by the Civil War,
came to an end. The newspaper
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Suomen Sosiaalidemokraatti, too,
had been licensed for press al-
ready in the August of 1918. Inter-
nationally speaking, thiswas quite
exceptional. To alow the loser a
freedom of speech and press so
soon after the end of war was unu-
sual, particularly so since the fate
of the red prisoners was yet un-
solved. In the socialist caricatures
even the sufferings of the Civil
War had not cultivated the pas-
tor's crooked character. The pas-
tors were drawn as rejoicing over
the great numbers of the dead in
times of the Spanish influenza or
as”tormenting” thered captivesin
the prison camps. The socialists
ridiculed the alleged acoholism
and moral corruption of the pas-
tors. Either thefarm-help ('renki’)
of the parsonage was carrying the
intoxicated pastor i.e. the” sermon
gadget” ('saarnavarkki’) on his
back, or the caricature depicted
pastor Sikapahna ('Hogstraw’)
keeping company to apig.

In reality the pastor’s use of al-
cohol was reduced by the move-
ments of the Free Church and the
revivalists together with the so-
ciaist temperance movements,
which all expected the pastor to
serve asamodel for the congrega
tion. The cantors, who had been
left somewherebetweentheclergy
and the ordinary people, had no
regular source of income and were
therefore more subject to ongoing
drinking. This certainly strength-
ened and also partially contributed
to the creation of stereotypes as-
sociated with clergymen’s drink-
ing. Moreover, the pastor’s ro-
mantic adventures were also sub-
jected to ridicule; the pastor was
depicted wearing his neckbands
andlookingfor lost femalesoulsin



Plump Director of Souls — or just Bolstering up the Class Society?

adark park, offeringthemaids”in-
nocent” company. The socialists
ironically interpreted the pastor’'s
large abdomen to be asign of hav-
ing been filled with the holy spirit;
"for wasn't this why the pastor so
puffed and bulged out his belly
when delivering asermon?’

The Right Wing, on the other
hand, aspired to work the Church
up into a place of service for the
public good, or into a nationa
church which was to teach the
people to respect the authorities
and the law. In the caricatures of
the conservatives the pastor’'s
outward appearance remained al-
most the same, although one
would have expected the bour-
geoisie to create a charismatic
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main denominations of the Suomi
Synod (founded in 1890), the Na-
tional Church and the Laestadians.
Out of thesethe Suomi Synod, with
its leaders in particular, were pro-
nounced conservatives laying
stressed emphasis on negative atti-
tudestoward socialism. TheNation-
al Church showed moremoderation
intheir attitudes, whilethe L aestadi-
answeredividedintotwomaindivi-
sons. On the individua level, the
immigrant pastors and preachers
outlook on the Finnish Civil War
varied according to their individual
set of values.

For moreinformation ontheim-
age of immigrant pastorsin carica-
tures, see the upcoming article in
the next issue.

ComicPapers

Ampiainen: 1918,1919

Fyren/NyaFyren: 1916,1917, 1918,
1919, 1920, 1921

Hovnarren: 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920,
1921

Kerberos: 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920,
1921

Kurikka: 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919,
1920,1921

Meikdénen: 1917

Murikka: 1919, 1920

Paukku: 1921

Tuulispd&: 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919,
1920,1921



