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Vengjajasiirtolaisuus:

nykyhetki ja tulevaisuus

seen suuntaan, mita osoittaase, ettd 1990-luvulla
maasta pois vietyd pddomaa on alkanut palata mm.
ma&an maan tal ousel amaa. V aikka puutettajakoyhyyt-
t& on edelleenkin erityisesti maaseudulla, tilanne on
parempi kuin 10 vuottasitten. Vengjallae kuitenkaan
ole puutetta suoranaisesti elintarvikkeista, korostaa
Monet suomalaiset liikeyritykset toimivat menes-
tyksellisesti Vengjdlla. Kansainvélisissa yrityksissa
on myds suomalaisia mukana, esimerkking Moskov
International Bank'in johtaja Ilkka Salonen.
Neuvogtaliiton hgjoamisen jalkeen dirtolaisuus ja
maan S sdinen muuttoliike ovat saavuttaneet uudet mit-
tasuhteet. Erityisend ongelmana ovat heikosti koulute-
tutlaittomat Sirtolaiset, joitaVengjdldarvioidaan olevan
useitamiljoonia. Presidentti Putinin perustamaltauudel -
ta maahanmuuttovirastolta odotetaan tiukkoja maahan-
muuttopoliittisiatoimia. Maahanmuuttajat kiinti6idéan
jatalennetaan tietokantaan.
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Tverin karjalaisten oma sanomalehti Karielan Sana.

ToisaaltaV endjatarvitseekipeasti maahanmuutta-
jia tulevaisuudessa. Véaeston ikdrakenne vanhenee
nopeasti, ja maan vakiluvun arvioidaan vahenevén
nykyisesté 145 miljoonasta. Syntyvyys on maailman
alhai simpia—naiset synnyttavét keskiméérin 1,12 las-
ta—jamiesten keskimaarainen elinik&on eurooppal ai-
seksi alhainen, alle 60 vuotta.

Vendjahaluais valikoidamaahanmuuttajansa. Eri-
tyisen toivottavaa olisi entisen Neuvostoliiton alu-
eella asuvien ulkovendl disten paluumuutto. Heita on
noin 25 miljoonaa, muttapal uuhal ujalieneevain muu-
tamallamiljoonalla. Esimerkiksi Viron satoihintuhan-
siin nouseva vendléinen vdhemmisto pité4 parempa:
na asua itsendisessa Virossa.

V engjdlta puuttuu yha yhtenédinen maahanmuutto-
politiikka, muttasellai sta pyritéan vahitellen kehitt-
maan. Y htené seurauksenamaahanmuuton ongel mis-
ta on ollut kantavdeston lisdéantynyt kielteinen asen-
netulijoitakohtaan. Vendjaléaongel mat ovat periaat-
teessa samojakuin Suomessajamuualla Euroopassa.
sa omaa maahanmuuttopolitiikkaansa, keskinéinen
vuoropuhelu ja yhteistoiminta ovat térkeitd, varsin-
kin mikali Baltian maat ja Puola liittyvét Euroopan
Unioniinl&hivuosina

Olavi Koivukangas
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Russia and immigration:

present and future

he Russian economy is finally developing in a

positive direction. Thisimprovement is reflected
for instance in the fact that the massive amounts of
capital which were removed during the 1990s have
begun to flow back, for instance from Cyprus (anim-
portant Russian tax haven), and are now benefiting
the Russian economy.

While shortages and poverty are still endemic par-
ticularly in rural areas, the situation is greatly im-
proved compared to that of ten years ago. In any case
there is— as noted by René Nyberg, the Finnish Am-
bassador to Russia— no actual shortage of food.

Many Finnish businesses are operating in Russia
with great success. Finnsare also actively involvedin
international companies; an exampleisllkkaSalonen,
Director of the Moscow International Bank.

Since the breakdown of the Soviet Union, bothim-
migration and internal migration have achieved new
dimensions. A particular problem is posed in Russia
by poorly educated illegal immigrants, numbering an
estimated several million. A new Officeof Immigration
has been established by President Putin, and is ex-
pected to produce strict measures of immigration pol-
icy. Immigrants will be recorded in a database, and
immigration quotaswill be established.

On the other hand, in the future Russia will have
serious need of immigrants. The population of the
country is ageing rapidly, and the present population
of 145 millionisexpected to decline. Thefertility rate
for womenisonly 1,12 children—amongthelowest in

theworld—whilethemean lifeexpectancy for Russian
men, at under 60, islow.

Russia, however, would like to choose its immi-
grants. Particularly desirable would be the return mi-
gration of ethnic Russiansliving in areasof theformer
Soviet Union. This population numbers some 25 mil-
lion, but only afew million are probably considering
returning to Russia. For instance the Russian minority
now living in Estonia, numbering some hundreds of
thousands, prefersto live in an independent Estonia.

Russiaislackinginacoherent, integratedimmigra-
tion policy, but attempts are being made to gradually
develop such a policy. One result of the problems of
immigration has been the increasingly negative atti-
tude towards incomers on the part of the indigenous
population. The problems occurring in Russiaare ba-
sically the same as those found in Finland and else-
wherein Europe.

Since at the same time the European Union is now
creating its own immigration policy, mutual dialogue
and cooperation areimportant; in particular if the Bal-
tic states and Poland join the European Union in the
near future.

Olavi Koivukangas

The writer visited in September Moscow and a Finnish village
in Tver region, with the League of the Paasikivi Societies.



