Immigration and integration —

the global challenge

Elli Heikkila

Among demographic events, im-
migrationisgaining moreand more
political importance according to
Poulain and Herm (2003). They
point out that at the international
level, flows of people between
countries, even if only a limited
number of persons are concerned,
play amajor rolewhendealingwith
political  equilibrium  between
states and cross-cultural transfers.
Nowadays everything that con-
cerns international mobility has
taken a huge political dimension:
this is linked to the problems of
immigration from developing
countries, problems related to the
integration of the foreign popula-
tion aready living in the host
countries and also to the xenopho-
bic tendencies. A key issue in
building tomorrow’'s Europe,
whatever its size is reaching an
agreement on acommon European
policy in the field of international
migration.

About 17 percent of all 160 mil-
lionimmigrants on earth are resid-
ing in the EU area. It is estimated
that nearly 6 million European citi-
zensresidein an EU country other
than their own. In most OECD
countriesthe number of foreigners
or immigrants has risen during the

past five years. During the 1990s
the foreign population grew very
considerably in Austria, Germany
and Switzerland, mainly because
of increased inflows from Central
and Eastern Europe. In the United
States, the number of foreign-born
persons rose by more than 40 %
during 1990-2000 (Sopemi 2003;
Widgren2003).

According to Sopemi (2003)
every type of migration policy has
been implemented during the past
two years. OECD countries have
adopted amore restrictive attitude
towards the entry and residence of
foreigners and some countries
have tightened requirements for
family reunification procedures
(e.g. Austria, Denmark and the
Netherlands). These policies were
enacted in parallel with those giv-
ing more importance to selection
procedures for new immigrants,
especially to those for skilled
workers. The fight against illegal
immigrationandtheillegal employ-
ment of foreigners has been rein-
forced on two fronts: firstly, with
tighter border controls, workplace
inspections and identity checks
within countries. Secondly, meas-
ures involving international co-
operation with sending countries
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were undertaken to provide for
their readmission of illegal immi-
grants. The integration of immi-
grants and foreigners remains a
major issue for most OECD coun-
tries.

JosephMarko et a. (2003) point
out that integration expresses a
complex concept whose meaning
can differ according to a specific
time, space and country, aswell as
political and historical circum-
stances. Generally, integration re-
fersto the broader context of legal
access to resources, rights, goods
and services, whereas social inclu-
sion also incorporates the foreign-
er’'sindividual choiceto be part of
the host community’s socia life.
The purpose of a comprehensive,
long-term  integration  policy
should be to ensure that immi-
grants can take an equal partinthe
life of society: participation and
equa opportunities are, thus the
key elements in such policies.
Fromacultural viewpoint, integra-
tion policies strive to bring immi-
grantsinto the mainstream society
while simultaneously protecting
minorities ability to develop and
express their socio-cultural fea
tures.
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FINN FORUM VII

An Interdisciplinary Conference in Finnish and Finnish-North American Studies
Cultural Encounters: Migration, Ethnicity, and Identities

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

The Finn Forum Planning Committee and the «
University of Minnesota are pleased to an-

October 28-30, 2004
CALL FOR PAPERS

Economics of Intercultural Exchange and La-
bor Languages and Linguistics; and

nounce Finn Forum VII, an Interdisciplinary Con-

ference in Finnish and Finnish-North American
Studies, to be held October 28-30, 2004, at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, USA.

The following University of Minnesota depart-
ments and centers are collaborating with the
Planning Committee on Finn Forum VII: the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, the European Studies Con-
sortium, the Finnish Studies Program in the De-
partment of German, Scandinavian & Dutch and
the Department of Geography, and the Immigra-
tion History Research Center.

Proposals for papers relating to all aspects
of Finnish and Finnish-North American society,
history, and culture are welcome.

We especially invite proposals in the follow-
ing areas:
¢ Cultural Representations and the Arts

Regional and Social Change.

Proposals should not be longer than 350 words in
length and should be submitted by 26 March 2004.

Papers must be based on original, unpub-

lished research. Presentations should be no
longer than 20-25 minutes, allowing for discus-
sion.

Selected papers will be published in a Finn

Forum VIl proceedings.

Please send the abstract to

The Finn Forum Program Committee
c/o European Studies Consortium
214 Social Sciences

University of Minnesota

267-19th Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455, USA

Abstracts can also be sent in an email and/or
as an attachment in MSWord to esc@umn.edu.

e Landscapes and Built Environments
* Folklore and Folklife
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VIERAILIJOITA SIHRTOLAISUUSINSTITUUTISSA

Dosentti Kimmo
Lehtimaki (vas.)
Tampereelta avasi
Verner Lehtimaen
elamaa kuvaavan
nayttelyn 12.3.

Davis Helberg (oik.)
Eskosta, Minneso-
tasta, vieraili
vaimonsa Karenin
ja Suomessa
asuvan poikansa
Billin kanssa 23.6.

Taiteilja Graeme
Storm (vas.) on
toisen polven
suomalainen
uudesta Seelannis-
ta. Han vieraili
vaimonsa Jacquinin
kanssa 10.7.

Lake Worthissa
Floridassa asuva
Suomen kunniakon-
suli Peter Makila
(oik.) vieraili kesalla
parikin kertaa.

30




VIERAILIJOITA SIIRTOLAISUUSINSTITUUTISSA

Toimittaja Ron
Erikson (vas.)
Vancouverista,
Kanadasta, tutustui
Siirtolaisuus-
instituutin nayttelyihin
31.7.

Floridassa asuvaa
entistd merimiesta
Kalle Nikulaa (oik.)
haastateltiin Siirtolai-
suusinstituutin
merimiesnayttelyn
avajaisissa 31.7.

Pohjalainen siirtolaisuus — valokuvat kertovat

i ]
E TGO (4 —
' a

o

Pohjalaisen siirtolaisuuden nayttely avattiin Siirtolaisuusinstituutin Pohjanmaan aluekeskukses-
sa 10.11. Kuvassa instituutin johtaja, professori Olavi Koivukangas ja v.s. aluep&allikké Tuula
Koskimies-Hautaniemi.
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