Herman Dietrich Spéringin
pronssisen paapatsaan tarina
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Maailmanhistorian merkillisyyk-
siin kuuluu se, ettd kuuluisan 16y-
toretkeilijin James Cookin “En-
deavour”-laivassa oli Turussa syn-
tynyt mies. Hin oli Aurajoen ran-
nalla sijaitsevan Turun Akatemian
professorin poika Herman Diet-
rich Sporing. Cookin seurueen
historiallinen, ensimmaéinen tut-
kimusmatka eteldisille valtame-
rille tapahtui vuosina 1768-71, ja
sen seurauksena Uusi-Seelanti ja
Australia tuotiin eurooppalaiseen
tietoisuuteen.

Paluumatkalla Jaavalta Eu-
roppaan Sporing kuoli malariaan
tammikuussa 1771. Hén sai hau-
tansa Intian valtameressd. James
Cook ja matkalla olleet tiedemie-
het Joseph Banks ja ruotsalainen
Daniel Sollander saivat maail-
manmaineen, mutta Herman Spo-
ring unohdettiin ldhes 200 vuoden
ajaksi. Vasta viimeisten vuosikym-
menien aikana Herman Spdringin
maine on sukeltanut esiin histori-
an hdamaérastd. Yhtend syyna tdhin
on ollut se, ettd tutkijat ovat toden-
neet, ettd suuri maarad British Mu-
seumissa Lontoossa olevista ”En-
deavourin” tutkimusmatkalla teh-
dyistd piirroksista onkin Spdringin
tekemid. Nditd ilman signeerausta
olevia piirroksia oli aikaisemmin
luultu muiden tekemiksi.

Kun itse tutkin Australian ja
Uuden-Seelannin  skandinaavien
jasuomalaisten historiaa, kiinnitin

julkaisemissani kirjoissa huomio-
ta Turusta kotoisin olleen Herman
Sporingin tarinaan. Herman Spo-
ringistd “Endeavourin” matkas-
sa ovat my0s monet muut tutkijat
kirjoittaneet, Suomessa esimer-
kiksi maantieteilijit Uuno Tuomi
ja Markku Loytonen.
Tutkimustyoni yhteydessa ka-
vin samoilla etelimeren saarilla,
missd Sporing oli kdynyt. Aust-
ralian eurooppalaisen asutuksen
200-vuotisjuhlien aikaan v 1988
kidvin Uuden-Seelannin pohjois-
saaren itdlaidalla Tolagan lahdella,
missd ovat pienet Sporingin saa-
ret. Ndmi ensimmaiset sielld 16y-
detyt saaret kapteeni Cook nimit-
ti Sporingin mukaan, miké osoit-
taa Sporingin nauttimaa arvostus-
ta hénen silmissdén. Halusin tuoda
Sporingin saarilta suuren luonnon-
kiven Turkuun ja tehda siitd muis-
tomerkin Spoéringille. Kiven haku
paikallisen maanviljelijin veneel-
13 ja parin vahvan poliisimiehen
avustuksella oli melkoinen ope-
raatio ja eldmys. Sporingin saari
on maorivéeston pyhdd maata, ja
muistan eldvésti kuinka paikalli-
nen maoripappi siunasi kiven va-
pauttaakseen sen pahoista hengis-
td ennen kuin se matkaisi kaukai-
seen pohjolaan. Mind otin lahjaki-
ven vastaan Siirtolaisuusinstituu-
tin ja Suomen Tasavallan puolesta.
Gisbornen rotaryklubi oli mukana
hankkeessa, ja yhdessd sen presi-

dentin kanssa pakkasimme kiven
rakentamaamme laatikkoon ldhe-
tettdvdksi Turkuun, osoitteeseen
Piispankatu 3, missé Siirtolaisuus-
instituutti silloin sijaitsi.

Suomi-Australia  yhdistysten
Liiton puheenjohtajan ominaisuu-
dessa kdynnistin projektin muis-
tomerkin pystyttdmiseksi Sporin-
gin syntymaépaikalle. Todettiin, et-
td Uudesta-Seelannista tuotu ki-
vi oli liian pehmeété laatua kesté-
midn Suomen sddoloja ulkosalla,
ja paidyttiin muistomerkin upot-
tamiseen Rettigin palatsin muu-
riin lasin suojaan. Turun kaupunki
myonsi méddrdrahan hankkeelle, ja
kolmesta pyydetystd muistomerk-
kiehdotuksesta valittiin taiteilija
Martin Ahlstromin tekemd. Tou-
kokuussa 1990 sitten voitiinkin
paljastaa H. D. Spéringin muis-
tomerkki Aurajoen rantatien var-
rella. Paljastuspuheet pitiviat Uu-
den-Seelannin Suomen suurléhet-
tilds John McArthur, joka oli saa-
punut tilaisuuteen Moskovasta, ja
Turun yliopiston kansleri Olavi
Grand. Valtuuston puheenjohtaja
Heikki Loyttyniemi otti muisto-
merkin vastaan Turun kaupungin
puolesta.

Abo Akademin tutkijaa Timo
Uusikartanoa ja Turun yliopiston
Tom Kuuselaa Sporingin muis-
tomerkki inspiroi tekemddn fil-
minkin hé@nen kohtalostaan. Vi-
deofilmi ”Between the devil and
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the deep, blue sea”, jota on kuvat-
tu mm. ”Sigyn”-laivassa ja Ruis-
salon rannalla seka kasvitieteelli-
sessd puutarhassa, valmistui vuon-
na 1995. Minulla oli kunnia esittda
James Cookia filmissa.

Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova mu-
seon lehtori Minna Hautio on &s-
kettéiin valinnut Spdringin muisto-
merkin Turun ulkona olevista jul-
kisen taiteen muistomerkeistd en-
simmadiselle sijalle korostaen tah-
tikaton alla olevan Sporingin saa-
rilta tuodun luonnonkiven sano-
maa.

Niinpé joku voisi kysya, miksi
vield yksi muistomerkki Herman
Sporingille? Idea syntyi, kun pa-
ri vuotta sitten minuun otti yhteyt-
td Aucklandissa, Uudessa-Seelan-
nissa, asuva alun perin ruotsalai-
nen rouva Margit Brew, joka oli
ndhnyt Aucklandin yliopistossa
Cookin matkalla olleen ruotsalai-
sen Daniel Sollanderin pronssi-
sen padpatsaan. Sen oli yliopistol-

le lahjoittanut ruotsalainen Pitean
kunta, josta Sollander oli kotoi-
sin. Margit Brew tiesi, ettd Cookin
matkalla oli my6s Turusta kotoisin
ollut Herman Sporing, ja hin ky-
syi, olisiko mahdollista, ettd myds
Suomesta lahjoitettaisiin Aucklan-
din yliopistolle patsas, jotta "her-
rat Sollander ja Spdring voisivat
puhua keskenéén ruotsia”.

Niinpé tein anomuksen Siirto-
laisuusinstituutin nimissd Suomen
Kulttuurirahastolle,joka28.2.2006
myo6nsikin 5 000 € kahden Sporin-
gin padpatsaan tekemiseen, toisen
Aucklandin yliopistoon ja toisen
Siirtolaisuusinstituuttiin Turkuun.
Taiteilijaksi Margit Brew hank-
ki Uudessa-Seelannissa tunnetun
kuvanveistdjin Joanne Sullivan-
Gesslerin. Kun Spdoring juniorista
el ole mitddn kuvaa, ldhetin taitei-
lijalle Sporingin v. 1747 kuolleen
(samannimisen) professori-isin
kuvan nihtévéksi.

Helmikuun 15. piivdnd 2007

Sporingin pédpatsas paljastettiin
Aucklandin yliopistossa, ja Margit
Brew piti sielld puheen. Muutama
viikko sitten saapui Uudesta-See-
lannista lentorahtina kaksi Sporin-
gin pronssipéétd; yhden paino on
15 kg. Toinen on Suomi-Australia
yhdistysten Liiton ostama kopio.
Olihan Herman Spoéring ensim-
méinen Suomessa syntynyt henki-
16, joka kévi Australiassa.

Herman Sporingin patsas pal-
jastettiin Siirtolaisuusinstituutissa
21.3.2007 jaon nyt sijoitettu 1700-
luvulta perdisin olevan Spdringin
suvulle kuuluneen arkun ylépuo-
lelle. Turusta kotoisin olleen ete-
laisten valtamerten tutkimusmat-
kailijan maine on purjehtinut esiin
historian himaéristi ja edustaa lois-
tavasti Turun historiaa ja kansain-
vilisyyden perinteitd kaupungin
eurooppalaisen kulttuuripadkau-
punkivuoden 2011 1&hestyessa.

Olavi Koivukangas
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The story of bronze statue of Herman D. Spoéring

Certain strange incidents tend
to shape the world history. One
of these is certainly the fact that
there was a Turku born man
aboard the ship ’Endeavour’of
the famous James Cook. He was
Herman Dietrich Sporing, son of
Turku Academy Professor. The
first historical journey of explora-
tion to the Southern Oceans took
place between the years of 1768-
71. This journey was an impor-
tant landmark in time as it led to
the discovery of New Zealand and
Australia. It is how the Europeans
became aware of these parts of the
world.

In return journey from Java to
Europe Sporing died of malaria in
January 1771. He thus gained his
burial grounds in the depths of the
Indian Ocean. James Cook and
his crew including the scientists
Joseph Banks and Daniel Solland-
er (a Swede) were praised with the
world reputation, whereas Herman
Sporing was forgotten for near-
ly 200 years. It has not been until
the last decades before the status
of Herman Spdring has been ful-
ly noticed. One of the major rea-
sons has been that the researchers
have found evidence that among
the detailed drawings in the Brit-
ish Museum, London many have

Herman Dietrich Sporingin pronssi-
sen patsaan paljastustilaisuus Siir-
tolaisuusinstituutissa 21.3.2007.
Airueet Mage Mesihaa ja Satu Lop-
ponen seka johtaja Olavi Koivukan-
gas. Kuva: Jouni Korkiasaari.

been actually made by Sporing
during the exploration voyage. As
the drawings had been found with-
out a signature, they were previ-
ously thought of have been made
by some other persons.

During the time I conducted re-
search to the history of Scandina-
vians of Australia and New Zea-
land I took special notice to that
of the story of Herman Sporing.
In my published books I have giv-
en Turku-born Sporing the status
that he deserves. There are only
few other researchers in Finland
who have written about explor-
er Sporing, for example geogra-
phers Uuno Tuomi and Markku
Loytonen.

In conjunction of my research
I visited the South Sea Islands
where Sporing had been. During
the Australian European coloni-
zation 200-years festival in 1988
I visited New Zealand’s North Is-
land and its eastside where Tolaga
Bay is situated. It is a special place
as Sporing Islands are there too.
By founding these small islands
they were named after Sporing as
to show appreciation towards him
of Captain James Cook. I want-
ed to bring to Turku a quite big
rock from the Sporing Islands for
to make a memorial monument.
It was actually quite magnificent
event to go and get the rock with a
local farmer and a few strong po-
licemen. The Spdring Islands are
a part of Maoris holy lands. I re-
member, how the local Maori priest
blessed the rock to free it from the

evil spirits, before it would begin
its journey to the far away land of
the North. I accepted the memo-
rial rock on behalf of the Institute
of Migration and Republic of Fin-
land. Rotary Club of Gisborne was
a patronage of mine, and together
we packed up the rock in the wood-
en box that we had built. This was
to be sent to the address of the In-
stitute of Migration, which was
then Piispankatu 3, Turku.

As the President of the Finn-
ish-Australian Society 1 began
the project to raise monument in
Sporing’s birthplace along Aura
River. We came to conclusion that
the rock imported from New Zea-
land perhaps wouldn’resist to the
hard climate of Finnish winter. We
decided cast the monument (in-
side a glass vindow) into the wall
of the Palace of Retting, situated at
the birth place of Herman Sporing.
City of Turku granted financial aid
to our project, and Martin Ahl-
strom’s design for monument was
chosen of the three other options.
In May 1990 memorial monument
dedicated to H. D. Sp6ring was un-
veiled next to the beautiful River
Aura. The New Zealand Ambas-
sador, John McArthur who had
arrived from Moscow, and Turku
University Chancellor Olavi Grand
announced keynote addresses. The
council chairman Heikki L&yt-
tyniemi received the monument
on behalf of City of Turku.

One Abo Academy researcher
Timo Uusikartano and Tom Ku-
usela, another fellow researcher
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from University of Turku, found
the story of Sporing such an in-
spirating object that they went on
to do a film about him. Video was
filmed on the old ship ’Sigyn’, and
in the Botanic Gardens and shores
of Ruissalo. This short film was
published in 1995, and I had the
role of James Cook in the film.

Recently the lecturer Minna
Hautio of the Museum Aboa Ve-
tus and Ars Nova had chosen the
statue of Sporing as the best of
all Turku public art, from which
she had chosen the Spdring mon-
ument. She especially wanted to
emphasize the beauty of the natu-
ral stone from the Sporing Islands
under a beautiful starlit sky.

One might wonder why to
raise another statue for Herman
Sporing? Few years ago a Swed-
ish lady, Margit Brew from Auck-
land, New Zealand contacted me
and told about the bronze statue
about Daniel Sollander she had
seen at the Auckland Universi-
ty. The council of Pited munici-
pality, Sweden (where Sollander
was from) had given the statue to
the university. As this lady knew
that Daniel Sollander and Herman
Sporing from Turku had been to-
gether on the same ship of Captain
Cook, she asked me if it would be
possible to get a statue of Spdring,
too, to accompany that of Solland-
er at University the Auckland. She
thought that Sollander statue was
rather alone and would be quite
happy to have another fellow to
have conversations with in Swed-
ish.

I thus sent an application to the
Cultural Foundation of Finland on
behalf of Institute of Migration.
For my great relief on the 28th of
February 2006 I received an al-

lowance of 5 000 euros for raising
two head statues of Sporing. From
which one would be to the Uni-
versity of Auckland and another
to our Institute of Migration. Mar-
git Brew chose an local artist se-
lecting sculptor Joanne Sullivan-
Gessler, known in New Zealand.
According to my knowledge there
has not been any picture of Sporing
Junior. Consequently I sent to the
artist a picture of his father, Pro-
fessor Sporing Senior (who had
passed away in 1747)

and posted it to New Zealand.

On the February the 15th 2007
Bronze Head Statue was revealed
at the University of Auckland and
Mrs Margit Brew gave a speech.
Few weeks later a delivery arrived
via airfreight from New Zealand
that included two bronze statues of
Sporing. The weight of one is 15
kg. Another one is a copy that has
been bought by the Finnish-Aus-
tralian Society. After all, Herman
Sporing was the first Finnish born
person who visited Australia.

The bronze statue of Herman
Sporing was revealed at the In-
stitute of Migration on the 21st of
March 2007. It has now been situ-
ated above the 18th century trunk
that belonged to the Sporing fam-
ily. Thus this in Turku born explor-
er’s fame and honour has finally
been established from the depths
of the history. The event promotes
greatly the historic relevance of
Turku and its international impor-
tance whilst the city is approach-
ing the year 2011, when Turku will
hold the centre stage in Europe as
one of it’s Cultural Capitals.

Olavi Koivukangas
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Statue and drawings of Herman Dietrich Spéringin in Institue of Migration,
Turku. Photo: Jouni Korkiasaari.
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